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Section 4: Policy, Planning and Monitoring

Accreditation and the Board’s Role

Accreditation 
California’s community colleges are accredited by the Accrediting Commission for Community and  
Junior Colleges (ACCJC) of the Western Association of Schools and Colleges. Accreditation is a voluntary,  
nongovernmental process involving institutional self-study and professional peer review. Accreditation provides 
two essential services: quality assurance to the public and other institutions, and institutional improvement 
through a peer review process. 

The Western Association of Schools and Colleges consists of three independent commissions: the Accrediting 
Commission for Schools (K-12), the Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior Colleges, and the  
Accrediting Commission for Senior Colleges and Universities. ACCJC accredits almost 140 colleges in  
�&�D�O�L�I�R�U�Q�L�D�����+�D�Z�D�L�L�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���I�R�U�P�H�U���8���6�����7�U�X�V�W���7�H�U�U�L�W�R�U�L�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���V�R�X�W�K�H�U�Q���D�Q�G���Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q���3�D�F�L�À�F�����7�K�H���F�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q��
currently consists of 18 members: four faculty, three administrators, four public members (one of whom must 
have had trustee experience), and representatives from state agencies and other institutions. 

Accreditation is a continuing process, the heart of which lies in periodic self-appraisal by an institution. In 
preparation for each accreditation visit, every institution prepares an extensive report with primary emphasis 
on self-analysis and evaluation. Preparing the report usually involves representatives from all employee groups 
and areas of the college. The report and other materials are sent to an evaluation team, which visits the  
college, meets with groups and individuals, validates the self-study report, evaluates compliance with the  
standards, and reviews the college’s responses to the previous report.

The comprehensive self-study and evaluation are conducted at least every six years. Ongoing evaluation  
and planning enable colleges to integrate self-study processes into regular review processes of the institution; 
however, the self-study and planning for the accreditation report generally begin two years prior to the  
scheduled accreditation visit.

Between scheduled visits, each institution addresses its own and previous visiting team recommendations  
and submits periodic reports. The effectiveness of self-regulatory accreditation depends upon the institution’s 
�D�F�F�H�S�W�D�Q�F�H���R�I���V�S�H�F�L�À�F���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���F�R�P�S�O�\�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���D�O�O���R�I���W�K�H���V�W�D�Q�G�D�U�G�V���D�Q�G���D�E�L�G�L�Q�J���E�\���W�K�H�� CommiutionpPole
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