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and/or volume of learning. A student seeking approval to be absent for more than one month must apply
in writing to the Dean and provide all original or certified supporting documentation.

For more information about the attendance protocols in the Faculty of Arts and Social
Sciences: https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/

 

Academic Information 

For essential student information relating to: requests for extension; review of marks; occupational health
and safety; examination procedures; special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability; and other essential academic information,
see https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Subject Area: Media

This course is concerned with the skills required to produce and critically analyse the longer, more in-
depth forms of journalism known by such labels as “feature” and “documentary”. The course will focus on
these longer forms as they operate in newspapers, magazines, radio and online, and how they vary
according to subject matter – i.e. according to whether they are concerned with current affairs and social
issues, or with arts and entertainment or lifestyle and leisure topics. The course will also provide
students with an understanding of what is typically involved in the preparation of features and
documentaries – e.g. how they are conceived, how they may require the cultivation of appropriate
“contacts”, and the types of research and interviewing usually employed. In the process of developing
these practical skills, students will also explore concepts and theoretical frameworks for critically
analyzing how these texts work communicatively.

At the conclusion of this course the student will be able to

1. produce in-depth journalistic texts across a range of different media contexts
2. support writing process through relevant research, ethical engagement and quality processes
3. demonstrate ability to successfully write across a range of genres and styles
4. relate writing to related process of text production, including placement within multimedia

contexts

Teaching Strategies 

The lecture time will be devoted to outlining and discussing the various stages of the news reporting and
feature writing process and to a detailed exploration of the different types of feature article and their
stylistic and text compositional properties. The tutorials will be devoted to exercises and discussion
designed to develop the students’ practical skills in conceiving, researching and writing news and more
extended feature articles, and in critically evaluating and deconstructing their own and other’s work.

This course uses face-to-face classroom teaching, with 1 x 90 minute lecture and 1 x 90 minute tutorial
each week, including collaborative and individual work. Students prepare readings, discussion points
and exercises in advance of each tutorial. For the most part, materials required for tutorial preparation
and for assessment tasks will be made available via the course’s Moodle website.
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Assessment

See course website for detailed information about the assignment tasks

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Production Project 1 -
Personality Profile 

25% 25/03/2018 11:00 PM 1,2,3,4

Production Project 2 -
Issues/trend feature 

50% 03/06/2018 11:00 PM 2,3,4

Tutorial Preparation
Submissions 

25% Not Applicable 1,2,3,4

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Production Project 1 - Personality Profile

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: various elements = 3000 words

Details: Collaborative production (2-3 students), of a “profile” feature article (including background
research, recording interviews and the final writing-up). Word-length equivalent to more than 3000
words.Students will receive written comments, a grade, and feedback in class.

Additional details:

For this assignment you will be asked  to create content suitable for today's digital publishing
environments - i.e. you will be required to incorporate visual (still images or video)  and audio elements,
along with the verbal content. You will be required to incorporate these multiple elements in a
appropriate webpage based format.

See course website for detailed instructions.

Submission notes:null

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment

Assessment 2: Production Project 2 - Issues/trend feature

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: multiple elements; equivalent to 3500 words

Details: Collaboratively researched (2-3 students), individually written issues or trend feature. Word-
length equivalent to more than 3000 words. This is the final assessment task.Students will receive
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written comments and a grade.

Additional details:

For this assignment you will be asked  to create content suitable for today's digital publishing
environments - i.e. you will be required to incorporate visual (still images or video)  and audio elements,
along with the verbal content. You will be required to incorporate these multiple elements in a
appropriate webpage based format.

See course website for details.

Submission notes:null

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment

Assessment 3: Tutorial Preparation Submissions

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: multiple elements; equivalent to 3000 words

Details: Tasks, to be completed in advance of tutorial. Students must complete a minimum of EIGHT of
these tutorial preparations (otherwise a mark of zero will be given for this component). Some tasks will
be designated as compulsory. Students will receive written comments, a grade, and feedback in class.

Additional details:

See course website for details.

Submission notes:null

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Students are expected to put their names and student numbers on every page of their assignments.

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au

mailto:externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au


* Significantly affect your performance in assessable work, be it a formal end-of-semester examination, a
class test, a laboratory test, a seminar presentation or any other form of assessment.

For further details in relation to Special Consideration including "When to Apply", "How to Apply" and
"Supporting Documentation" please refer to the Special Consideration webstie: 
https://student.unsw.edu.au/special-consideration
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without creditegories:

http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/


better manage your time
understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 26 February - 4
March

Lecture 1. In-depth digital journalism:
conceiving, researching and producing
publishable print-style, audio and video
packages

2. Your online portfolio

(Also introduction to the new UNSW online digital
journalism publication; meet the editor, Connie
Levett)

PLEASE ALSO NOTE THAT TUTORIALS ALSO
START THIS WEEK.

Tutorial PLEASE NOTE THAT TUTORIALS BEGIN THIS
WEEK

[The following schedule is only provisional - subject
to change as the semester unfolds.... current as of
February 22, 2018]

During the Tutorial

1. Introductions, overview of course content,
assessment, tutorial preparations (a minumum
of eight required), attendance, etc.

2. Preparation for Production Project 1: Profile
(print-style and podcast versions)

[Will have been briefly previewed ion the lecture]

Profile pairings (optimally working in pairs, only in
threes when unavoidable; working individually also
an option). Pairs brainstorm possible profile
subjects:

just some suggestions...

[human-interest.䐠〮〰〰〰朠䉔‰⁑ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜊〮㔷〰〰⁷‰⁊‰⁛崠〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠〠朊䉔 䘲‱〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰朠䉔‰⁔爠〮〰〰〰⁷⁅吠䉔‴㐮ㄱ㤶㠵⸭ⰰ〰〰‰〮〰〰〰朠pairin摁 瀀愀椀爀楔

http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2018/MDIA2003.html






styles and structures



Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Book - Tanner, S; Kasinger M; Richardson N., 2017 Feature Writing: Telling the Story Melbourne: Oxford
University Press - 3rd edition. (a somwhat cheaper e-copy is available)

Recommended Resources

In addition to the textbook, students are expected to read a wide variety of features and other forms of in-
depth journalism (print, audio, video etc).
Recommended resources are of the following type (you should read as widely as possible, and
well beyond this list):

Longform.org, medium.com, theconversation.com, the huffington post, The Guardian
Australia, Slate.com, etc. etc.
The Saturday Paper, Good Weekend and News Review, Spectrum and Traveler sections in the Sydney
Morning Herald weekend edition
The Weekend Australian magazine;; Inquirer and Review in The Weekend Australian
Life and Leisure, Perspective in the Australian Financial Review weekend edition
The Monthly, Time, Newsweek, The Atlantic, The New Statesman, Wired, UTNE Reader, Mother Jones,
Harper's Magazine, The New Yorker, etc., etc.
Marie Claire, Elle, GQ (and similar women’s and men's monthly magazines); Rolling Stone (and other
arts-and-entertainment mags and websites)
Four Corners; Sixty Minutes; Sunday (and other in-depth broadcast journalism)
Any of the excellent radio documentary programs available as podcasts on ABC Radio
National (http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/podcasts/program/) - e.g. Background Briefing,
Future Tense, The Health Report, The Science Show, Rear Vision; any of the mulltitude of
podcasts available online
And so on

Course Evaluation and Development

We actively evaluate this course and respond to student feedback wherever possible. Formal university
evaluation surveys will be undertaken at the end of the semester. Feedback from students is welcome at
any time - in person, by email, by letter.
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