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Course Overview

 Staff Contact Details 

 Convenors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Scott Shaner s.shaner@unsw.edu.au Thursday

1530-1630 (or by
appointment)

Robert
Webster
Building,
Room 311E

93856804
(prefer
email)

School Contact Information

Room 312, level 3 Robert Webster Building

Phone: (02) 9385 4856

Email: sam@unsw.edu.au

Website: https://sam.arts.unsw.edu.au
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Website: 

mailto:sam@unsw.edu.au
https://sam.arts.unsw.edu.au
https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/


Academic Information 

For essential student information relating to: requests for extension; review of marks; occupational health
and safety; examination procedures; special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability; and other essential academic information,
see https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

This course introduces students to the cultural, political and economic role played by sport globally. It
aims to develop their understanding of the role played by the media in commercialising sport and in
globalising audiences for sport. It will also develop students' understanding of sports media and public
relations practice.

 Topics include: the cultural, political and economic roles of sport; globalised sports and sports
audiences; sports fans; new media impacts on sports reporting and public relations; gender in sports and
sports media and public relations; sports branding, promotion and marketing; and research and interview
techniques for sports writing.

At the conclusion of this course the student will be able to

1. Demonstrate a critical understanding of sport media and promotion.
2. Demonstrate a critical understanding of sport communication genres.
3. Demonstrate practical skills in multiple genres of communication

Teaching Strategies 

  This is a Blended delivery/ flipped course, combining weekly online lectures (delivered via Moodle) with
intensive face-to-face workshops. It reflects my position that graduate’s practice within the field will
require an advanced theoretical and practical understanding of the evolving space of sports media within
the fields of journalism and communications.  This course will assist students in developing critical
research and communication and team-work skills that will enhance their practice as media
professionals.    
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Assessment

This course is delivered in 'blended/flipped' mode, which means the lectures are online, for you to listen
to in your own time. When we are together in our 3-hour seminars we will spend MOST of our time
actively working on group and individual assessment tasks. This means you need to come to class
prepared to both listen and contribute to small and large group discussions and activities (and to do
some writing based on your understanding of course readings and online lectures). Please bear in mind,
you will need to be self-motivated to get the most out of this class!

Please note: Attendance at all four seminars is COMPULSORY. An OPTIONAL face-to-face Essay
Clinic will be offered in Week 13.

If you want to discuss assessments between face-to-face workshops, please attend Scott's
consultation hour: Thursdays 3:30-4:30pm in Robert Webster Building, Room 311E. No
appointment is necessary for a meeting at this time.

 

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Reflective journal 20% 25/05/2018 04:40 PM 1

Research Essay 35% 08/06/2018 04:40 PM 1,2,3

Sport Journalism group blog 45% 09/04/2018 04:40 PM 1,2,3

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Reflective journal

Start date: 

Length: 10 x 150-200 words

Details: 1500 words.Students will receive formative feedback (verbal), and summative feedback
(written).

Additional details:

You will need to make a journal entry each week, directly related to an aspect of lectures and/or course
readings from weeks 1-5 and 7-11 (we have no class Week 6) Each journal entry should briefly:

Describe the example you have chosen from lecture content or course readings, and explain why you
chose this as your outstanding learning area for this week. Did it challenge/surprise/infuriate/inspire you?
Why? Finally, you should state what you have personally learned from the lecture or reading.

You will be assessed according to the following criteria:
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Ability to critically analyse and reflect on course content (as outlined above)
Ability to write clearly and concisely

This assessment will be discussed in Lectures and Workshops. You are invited to submit a HARD COPY
of your journal entries for Weeks 1-4 during seminar 2. You will receive written feedback (via email) by
the end of Week 6. Please note you will  NOT receive a mark for your draft, and submitting a draft is
NOT compulsory.

The FINAL due date for ALL TEN journal extries is Friday 25 May, 5pm. You should submit the
complete journal as a single word document or pdf via Turnitin.

Submission notes:Please submit your journal as a Word doc or PDF file.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.

Assessment 2: Research Essay

Start date: 

Length: 2000 words

Details:

https://student.unsw.edu.au/apa
https://student.unsw.edu.au/harvard-referencing


audience.

You will submit your proposal as a word document or pdf on Turnitin.

 

Submission notes:null

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin



http://writtent.com/blog/the-honor-code-of-a-noble-blogger-how-to-cite-pictures/


Submission of Assessment Tasks

Students are expected to put their names and student numbers on every page of their assignments.

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au

mailto:externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au


* Significantly affect your performance in assessable work, be it a formal end-of-semester examination, a
class test, a laboratory test, a seminar presentation or any other form of assessment.

For further details in relation to Special Consideration including "When to Apply", "How to Apply" and
"Supporting Documentation" please refer to the Special Consideration webstie: 
https://student.unsw.edu.au/special-consideration
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without creditegories:

http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/


better manage your time
understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 26 February - 4
March

Web Lecture (on Moodle) Course Introduction and
overview

Essential reading (see links in Moodle):

Nicholson, M., Zion, L. and Lowden, D (2011) ‘A
Profile of Australian Sports Journalists (Revisited)’ 
Media International Australia, Incorporating Culture
and Policy No 140, August 84-96

Boyle, R (2006) ‘Engaging with sports journalism:
context and issues’ in Sports Journalism: Context
and Issues, London: Sage pp 7-29 (e-book
available from UNSW Library)

Seminar Seminar 1 (H17A): 3 Hour Face-to-Face
Intensive Workshop

When: Thursday 1st March 5-8pm  Where:
Mathews Building Room 107

Activities include:

Introductions

Exercises ie sports interviewing & writing, issues in
contemporary sport media

Introduction to group blogging assessment

Establishing basic Wordpress blogs in groups

REMINDER: Attendance at all seminars is
COMPULSORY. An OPTIONAL face-to-face
Essay Clinic will also be offered in Week 12.

 
Week 2: 5 March - 11
March

Web Lecture (on Moodle) - Sports journalism and
promotion: some critical reflections

Essential Readings (links in Moodle)

Boyle, R (2006) ‘Sports journalism in a promotional
age’ in Sports Journalism: Context and Issues,
London: Sage pp 102-127 (e-book available from
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UNSW Library)

Sugden, J. & Tomlinson, A. (2007). ‘Stories from
Planet Football and Sportsworld’, Journalism
Practice, 1:1, 44-61

Rowe, D. (2013) ‘On scandal after scandal, sports
journalists drop the ball’, The Conversation

Seminar Seminar 1 (H17B): 3 Hour Face-to-Face



Australian sport. Sport and Society: Cultures,
Commerce, Media, Politics 12 (6) 933-946

Dzankic, J. (2012). London's Olympics show that
the links between sports, citizenship, politics and
national identity are as tangible as ever. London
School of Economics Blog 

Rowe, D. (2012) ‘The bid, the lead‐up, the event
and the legacy: global cultural politics and hosting
the Olympics’, The British Journal of Sociology 63
(2), 285 -305

Seminar Seminar 2 (H17A) - 3 Hour Face-to-Face
Intensive Workshop (COMPULSORY)

When: Thursday 29 March 2-5pm  Where:
Mathews Building Room 107

Activities include:

Group blog work-in progress presentation.

Your presentation should:

a) Introduce your blog's central topic (ie Soccer as
a Global Sport), and briefly explain your individual
posts. You should not tell us ALL about your blog,
just the most important aspects.

b) Show the class your current version of your
group Wordpress blog (and any associated social
media accounts)

c) Tell us what you are planning to next. You will
receive verbal feedback in this session, so you
should also ask for some support at this point if you
need it.

OPTIONAL: If you would like some work-in-
progress feedback on your first four Reflective
Journal entries, please bring a hard copy of your
journal to class this week. Your document should
include: Your name, your student number, the day
and time of your class (ie Thursday 5-8pm), and
your journal entries for Weeks 1-4 (no more than
200 words per entry).

We will also discuss readings and other issues
arising from the first 4 weeks of lectures in this
session.

Week 5: 26 March - 1 Web Telling stories about athlete’s abilities and
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April disabilities

Essential reading (links in Moodle)

Corrigan, T., et al. (2010). Discourses of the “too
abled”: Contested body hierarchies and the Oscar
Pistorius case. 



your journal entries for Weeks 1-4 (no more than
200 words per entry).

We will also discuss readings and other issues
arising from the first 4 weeks of lectures in this
session.

Week 6: 9 April - 15 April Web POSTGRADUATE READING WEEK - NO
LECTURE THIS WEEK

Week 7: 16 April - 22



Seminar Seminar 3 (H17A)  - Three Hour Face-to-Face
Intensive Workshop (COMPULSORY)

When: Thursday 26 April 5-8pm  Where: Mathews
Building Room 107

Activities include:

'Write Your Own Essay Question' workshop

Discussion of readings and lectures, Weeks 5-8

General feedback on reflective journal drafts and
group blogs

Week 9: 30 April - 6 May Web Sport, celebrity and scandal: crisis
communication vs community engagement

Content advisory: this week's lecture and



General feedback on reflective journal drafts and
group blogs

Week 10: 7 May - 13
May

Web Sporting fan cultures and fan media

Essential reading (links inMoodle)

Bicknell, K (2011) ‘Sport, Entertainment and the
Live(d) Experience of Cheering’, Popular
Entertainment Studies , 2(1) pp 96- 111

Hopwood, M (2010) ‘The Public Relations Role of
Fans and Supporter Groups’ in M. Hopwood, P.
Kitchin, & J Skinner (eds). Sport public relations
and communication. Sydney: Butterworth-
Heinemann. Pp 139- 152(e-book access via UNSW
Library)

Hutchins, B. and Rowe, D. (2014). Chapter 5
‘Online Crowds and Fandom’ in Sport Beyond
Television: The Internet, Digital Media and the Rise
of Networked Media Sport. London: Routledge pp
100- 124 (e-book, access via UNSW Library)

Week 11: 14 May - 20
May

Web Digital media and networked sport cultures

Essential reading (links in Moodle)

Readings:

Hutchins, B. (2011) ‘The acceleration of media
sport culture: Twitter, teleprescence and online
messaging’, Information, Communication &
Society 14(2) 237-257 (in folder)

Hutchins, B. and Rowe, D. (2014) Chapter 3,
‘Networked Media Sport’ in Sport Beyond
Television: The Internet, Digital Media and the Rise
of Networked Media Sport. London: Routledge pp
125- 150 (e-book, access via UNSW Library)

Seminar Seminar 4 (H17A): Three Hour Face-to-Face
Intensive Workshop (COMPULSORY)

When: Thursday 24 May 2-5pm Where: Mathews
Building Room

Activities include:

Essay draft workshop (please bring your one-page
outline to class - details will be included in lectures
for Weeks 10 and 11)

Discussion and activities based on readings and
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lectures Weeks 9-11

 
Week 12: 21 May - 27
May

Web Conclusions and future directions

Essential readings (links via Moodle)

Boyle, Raymond (2006) ‘Conclusion: Sport,
journalism and society’ in Sports journalism:
context and issues London/Thousand Oaks/New
Delhi: Sage Publications pp 177- 183 (e-book,
access via UNSW Library)

Hutchins, B. and Rowe, D. (2014) Chapter 6,
‘Sports Journalism: Convergence and a Leaking
Craft’ in Sport Beyond Television: The Internet,
Digital Media and the Rise of Networked Media
Sport. London: Routledge pp 125- 150 (e-book,
access via UNSW Library)

Thorpe, H. and Wheaton, B., 2011. ‘Generation X
Games’, action sports and the Olympic Movement:
understanding the cultural politics of incorporation. 
Sociology, 45(5), pp.830-847.

Seminar Seminar 4 (H17B): Three Hour Face-to-Face
Intensive Workshop (COMPULSORY)

When: Thursday 31 May 2-5pm Where: Mathews
Building Room

Activities include:

Essay draft workshop (please bring your one-page
outline to class - details will be included in lectures
for Weeks 10 and 11)

Discussion and activities based on readings and
lectures Weeks 9-11

Week 13: 28 May - 3
June

Tutorial 1 Hour Face-to-Face Essay Clinic (OPTIONAL)

Do you have questions about referencing? Are you
struggling to complete your research essay)?

Do you need face-to-face support?

This one hour class will focus on the final research
essay. Date and time to be decided in Seminar 4.
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Prescribed Resources

Note: the following prescribed resources are e-books available from the UNSW library

Boyle, R. (2006) Sports journalism: context and issues London/Thousand Oaks/New Delhi: Sage
Publications.

Hopwood, M., Kitchin, P., & Skinner, J. (Eds). (2010) Sport public relations and communication. Sydney:
Butterworth-Heinemann.

Hutchins, B. and Rowe, D. (2014) Sport Beyond Television: The Internet, Digital Media and the Rise of
Networked Media Sport. London: Routledge

Recommended Resources

Other recommended resources include:

Andrews, P. (2005) Sports journalism: a practical introduction London/Thousand Oaks/New Delhi: Sage
Publications

Boyle, R. and Haynes, R (2009) Power Play: Sport, The Media and Popular Culture (second edition)
Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press

Thorpe, H. (2014) Transnational Mobilities in Action Sport Cultures London: Palgrave MacMillan (e-book
in UNSW Library)

Rowe, D. (2004) Critical readings: sport, culture and the media Maidenhead, Berkshire: Open University
Press

Course Evaluation and Development

This course will be evaluated via the MyExperience survey, and through informal feedback in class. As a
result of feedback in previous years, I have adapted the course to include more face-to-face contact and
group discussion activities.
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