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Course Overview

 Staff Contact Details 

 Convenors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Jane Mills jane.mills@unsw.edu.au Please email Jane

to make an
appointment

Robert
Webster

9385 8529

School Contact Information

Room 312, level 3 Robert Webster Building

Phone: (02) 9385 4856

Email: sam@unsw.edu.au

Website: https://sam.arts.unsw.edu.au

The School of the Arts and Media would like to Respectfully Acknowledge the Traditional Custodians,
the Bedegal (Kensington campus), Gadigal (City and Art & Design Campuses) and the Ngunnawal
people (Australian Defence Force Academy in Canberra) of the lands where each campus of UNSW is
located.

Attendance Requirements

A student is expected to attend all class contact hours for a face-to-face (F2F) or blended course and
complete all activities for a blended or fully online course.

A student who arrives more than 15 minutes late may be penalised for non-attendance. If such a penalty
is imposed, the student must be informed verbally at the end of class and advised in writing within 24
hours.

If a student experiences illness, misadventure or other occurrence that makes absence from a
class/activity unavoidable, or expects to be absent from a forthcoming class/activity, they should seek
permission from the Course Authority, and where applicable, their request should be accompanied by an
original or certified copy of a medical certificate or other form of appropriate evidence.

A Course Authority may excuse a student from classes or activities for up to one month. However, they
may assign additional and/or alternative tasks to ensure compliance. A Course Authority considering the
granting of absence must be satisfied a student will still be able to meet the course’s learning outcomes
and/or volume of learning. A student seeking approval to be absent for more than one month must apply
in writing to the Dean and provide all original or certified supporting documentation.

For more information about the attendance protocols in the Faculty of Arts and Social
Sciences: https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Subject Area: Film Studies
This course can also be studied in the following specialisations: Australian Studies; Media, Culture and
Technology

This course traces the emergence and significance of Australian cinema culture. You will study the
development of the Australian film industry, including analysis of the economic, social and political
factors and the myths which have shaped the industry. You will also study the role of the Australian
screen in shaping the experience of modern Australia and its place in the world. The course also
explores a range of mainstream and non-mainstream forms of audio-visual production in Australia. The
topics, films and critical texts have all been selected to encourage the study of a wide range of
Australia’s national cinema.  

At the conclusion of this course the student will be able to

1. Identify some of the historical, economic, social and cultural contexts of Australian cinema
2. Evaluate the place of Australian cinema in relation to Hollywood, regional, and other national

cinemas
3. Appreciate the diversity of Australian national cinema and television

Teaching Strategies 

The course will be taught using a combination of lectures, screenings, class discussion, group research
and presentation, individual research and writing.  The teaching approach allows students to expand
their skills through a combination of personal study, peer interaction and group-work, exploration of
visual cultural styles, and development of appropriate research, analytic and presentation skills. The
topics, films and critical texts have all been selected to encourage the study of a wide range of
Australia’s national cinema.  
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Assessment

For complete details of Assessment Tasks, please see Moodle.
You must use the Oxford (footnote/bibliography) reference style for all assessment tasks: 
In-class presentations start in week 3.

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task

https://student.unsw.edu.au/essay-writing-basics


 or

Curated Film Festival Program (2250-2500 words plus bibliography & filmography)



Start date: presentations will start in week 3

Length: 20 or 30 mins (depending on group numbers) + 10 mins discussion

Details: In-class presentation in groups of 2-3 for 20-30 minutes plus 10 minutes of discussion.
Feedback will be given in the week after each presentation.Oral feedback provided in-class and written
feedback.

Additional details:

Task 2. In-class presentation in pairs or threes + individual critique. Value 35%
Submission: You will be assigned a group, topic and week in which to deliver.

Starting in week 3, each group of 2 or 3 will choose a film other than one shown in full in the lecture to
discuss the following: how the film relates to that week's topic and reading; what the film you have
chosen can tell us about the Australian national cinema; and how it relates to the idea of Australian
cinema's “outwardlookingness” and "messiness".  You may of course refer to any of the films shown on
the course and to other films in addition to the one you have selected. You will refer to at
least two relevant academic written texts in addition to the week's prescribed reading. A list of the
weekly topics is listed below. You will need to pay attention to the fact that you will likely be discussing a
film that other students have not seen. The 20-minute (for a pair) or 30-minute (for three) presentations

least 
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Week 9: No presentations this week

Week 10:  Have Australian filmmakers contributed anything distinctly Australian to genre cinema?

Week 11: What are the key characteristics of Australia's national cinema? 

Week 12: tba

1. Assessment criteria

Creative and critical engagement with material through the use of discussion, examples, and/or
clips. 
Clear verbal communication of ideas and capacity to deliver material effectively.
Demonstration of ability to creatively design and supervise a productive class discussion.

https://student.unsw.edu.au/support-oral-presentations


Additional details:

Please check details of this assessment task in Moodle.

Task 3: Critical review/class preparation. 15%.  Submission: you will write a weekly critical review of the
main readings, 2 of which you will be asked to submit on Moodle via Turnitin in your tutorial  in
unspecified weeks. 

https://student.unsw.edu.au/writing-critical-review
https://student.unsw.edu.au/annotated-bibliography


Submission of Assessment Tasks

Students are expected to put their names and student numbers on every page of their assignments.

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au. Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

Late Assessment Penalties

Students are responsible for the submission of assessment tasks by the required dates and times.
Depending of the extent of delay in the submission of an assessment task past the due date and time,

mailto:externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au


Work submitted 10 to 19 days after the stipulated deadline will be assessed and feedback
provided but a mark of zero will be recorded. If the work would have received a pass mark but for
the lateness and the work is a compulsory course component (hurdle requirement), a student will
be deemed to have met that requirement;
Work submitted 20 or more days after the stipulated deadline will not be accepted for
assessment and will receive no feedback, mark or grade. If the assessment task is a compulsory
component of the course a student will receive an Unsatisfactory Fail (UF) grade as a result of
unsatisfactory performance in an essential component of the course.
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and/or progression of ideas of the original, and information without acknowledgement. This also
applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to
piecing together quotes and paraphrases into a new whole, without appropriate referencing.

Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also

http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/


understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2018/ARTS2062.html


https://www.themonthly.com.au/issue/2009/july/134 2411267/kate-jennings/home-truths
https://www.themonthly.com.au/issue/2009/july/134 2411267/kate-jennings/home-truths
http://www.screeningthepast.com/2015/06/towards-a-history-of-australian-film-criticism/
http://www.screeningthepast.com/2015/06/towards-a-history-of-australian-film-criticism/


Research Film Festival Program. You will be
assigned a time. The consultations will take place
in Jane's office: 231V,  level 2, Robert Webster
Building. Enter through glass doors opposite the lift.

Week 10: 1 October - 7
October

Lecture Genre 1 : Horror Downunder
Screening Cargo (Ben Howling & Yolanda Ramke, 2013) 7”

The Babadook (Jennifer Kent, 2014) 1’ 33”
Reading Amanda Howell, ‘Haunted Art House: The

Babadook and International Art Cinema Horror’
in Mark David Ryan & Ben Goldsmith
(eds) Australian Screen in the 2000s,
London: Palgrave Macmillan, Cham. 2017, pp
119-139. [UNSW library: online]

Week 11: 8 October - 14
October

Lecture Genre 2: Australian exploitation movies

At this lecture you are invited to nominate an
Australian film that illustrates the key themes of the
course. The film that wins the vote will be screened
next week.

Screening Terror Nullius (Soda_Jerk 2017) 54”

Not Quite Hollywood: The Wild, Untold Story of
Ozploitation!

Reading Mark David Ryan ‘Towards an understanding of
Australian genre cinema and entertainment:
Beyond the limitations of ‘Ozploitation’ discourse’,  
Continuum, 2010, 24:6, pp. 843-854 [UNSW library:
online]

Week 12: 15 October -
21 October

Lecture Australian National Cinema: is it 'outward-looking'
and 'messy'? Is it even 'national'? 

Screening The film this week will have been chosen by the
class in the previous week.
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

For films and readings, please see schedule in this Course Outline. This information is also on Moodle.

Recommended Resources

Please see Moodle for information about on-line links to useful reources and for writen articles, chapter
and books, 

Course Evaluation and Development

Half-way though the semester I shall ask you to fill in a short (3-minute) survey about what you have
learned so far, what you most like about the course and what you are unsure about and want to leanrn
more. I aim to address any gaps in your knowledge in the remaining classes or by directing you to the
appropriate resources.

In week 9 you will have scheduled consultation with Jane (Webster Building, Room 231V) instead of a
lecture, screening and tutorial. At this consultation you are expected to discuss your plans for your major
research Assessment Task that is due to be submitted at the very end of week 10. You must prepare for
your consultation and bring with you the essay or film festival title, details of the film(s) and filmmakers
you have chosen, and a short abstract (approx 100 words). You will learn how to write an abstract in
your tutorials. 

At the end of the course you will be asked to fill in the online "My Experience" questionnaire. I can't
stress enough how valuable this is - the students last year came up with such good ideas for how they
thought you would enjoy the course which I have implemented this year for you. This is your chance to
pass on your ideas and advice to next year's styudents. 

Image Credit

All images are non-copyright film posters produced for publiciuty purposes
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