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Course Overview

 Staff Contact Details 

 Convenors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Heather Ford heather.ford@unsw.edu.au My office hour is

from 1-2pm on a
Thursday during
term time (or by
appointment)

Room 231T,
Robert
Webster
Building

School Contact Information

Room 312, level 3 Robert Webster Building

Phone: (02) 9385 4856

Email: sam@unsw.edu.au

Website: https://sam.arts.unsw.edu.au

The School of the Arts and Media would like to Respectfully Acknowledge the Traditional Custodians,
the Bedegal (Kensington campus), Gadigal (City and Art & Design Campuses) and the Ngunnawal
people (Australian Defence Force Academy in Canberra) of the lands where each campus of UNSW is
located.

Attendance Requirements

A student is expected to attend all class contact hours for a face-to-face (F2F) or blended course and
complete all activities for a blended or fully online course.

A student who arrives more than 15 minutes late may be penalised for non-attendance. If such a penalty
is imposed, the student must be informed verbally at the end of class and advised in writing within 24
hours.

If a student experiences illness, misadventure or other occurrence that makes absence from a

mailto:sam@unsw.edu.au
https://sam.arts.unsw.edu.au
https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/


 

Academic Information 

For essential student information relating to: requests for extension; review of marks; occupational health
and safety; examination procedures; special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability; and other essential academic information,
see https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Subject Area: Media, Culture and Technology

Human rights are central to contemporary public life and as such they are central to media practices and
representations. These rights have come under pressure in recent years as everyday life has become
increasing mediated online -- increasingly by private digital platforms like Facebook and Google. In this
course, you will investigate the rights, responsibilities and ethics associated with mediated
communication in public life. You will address topics such as privacy, surveillance, freedom of speech
and copyright, and research recent case studies where rights have been debated. The goal is to equip
you with the tools for understanding the ethics of both traditional and digital media organisations as
controversies and issues arise in everyday life.

At the conclusion of this course the student will be able to

1.  Describe and discuss some of the central debates relating to media, ethics, and human rights.
2. Apply concepts central to media ethics and human rights and critically analyse the ethical and

political implications of media practices and representations.
3. Facilitate a rigorous yet inclusive group discussion.
4. Craft a clear and persuasive written argument.

Teaching Strategies 

Readings, videos and face-to-face lectures will provide historical context and critical terminology for
understanding relations between media, ethics, and human rights. Tutorials will support student-led
engagement with issues and case studies. This will lead towards their final assignment, a major essay,
that analyses a current issue or scandal in media, ethics and human rights.
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Assessment

There are three assessment tasks to complete. You must make a valid attempt at all three tasks in order
to pass this course. This means that you will fail if you do not hand in one task even if you have a total
grade of over 50% from the other two assignments.

You are expected to attend all classes but you must attend a minimum of 10 weeks of classes (lectures
and tutorials) to be regarded as having fulfilled the requirements of the course. A roll will be taken in
lectures and your submissions to the weekly tutorials will be used to record your tutorial attendance.

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Tutorial Facilitation 20% Due before the start of the
relevant tutorial

1,2,3

Major Essay 50% 30/09/2018 11:59 PM 1,2,4

Poster 30% 14/10/2018 11:59 PM 2,3

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Tutorial Facilitation

Start date: Not Applicable

Details: Small groups of students will facilitate discussion of the course materials and themes in a
designated week after submitting a written discussion paper of approximately 1000 to 1200 words.
Facilitations last for approximately 15 to 20 minutes and students will receive feedback via the course
LMS. 

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.

Assessment 2: Major Essay

Start date: 

Details: 2000 to 2400 words.Students will prepare an essay relating to media ethics. Feedback will be
provided via the course LMS.This is the final assessment task.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.

Assessment 3: Poster

Start date: Not Applicable

Details: Students will work together in small groups of 3-5 students to produce a poster relating to media

ARTS2096 Semester 2, 2018 published at 19-07-2018 // © University of New South Wales, 2018
5



ethics. They will prepare a presentation of their rationale for the poster and facilitate a discussion of the
poster with the class lasting approximately 8-12 minutes. Feedback will be provided via the course LMS.

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment

ARTS2096 Semester 2, 2018 published at 19-07-2018 // © University of New South Wales, 2018
6



Submission of Assessment Tasks

Students are expected to put their names and student numbers on every page of their assignments.

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au. Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

Late Assessment Penalties

Students are responsible for the submission of assessment tasks by the required dates and times.
Depending of the extent of delay in the submission of an assessment task past the due date and time,

mailto:externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au


Work submitted 10 to 19 days after the stipulated deadline will be assessed and feedback
provided but a mark of zero will be recorded. If the work would have received a pass mark but for
the lateness and the work is a compulsory course component (hurdle requirement), a student will
be deemed to have met that requirement;
Work submitted 20 or more days after the stipulated deadline will not be accepted for
assessment and will receive no feedback, mark or grade. If the assessment task is a compulsory
component of the course a student will receive an Unsatisfactory Fail (UF) grade as a result of
unsatisfactory performance in an essential component of the course.
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https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
https://student.unsw.edu.au/special-consideration


Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and/or progression of ideas of the original, and information without acknowledgement. This also
applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to
piecing together quotes and paraphrases into a new whole, without appropriate referencing.

Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also

http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/


understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Expected resources available on the course LMS.

Recommended Resources

Recommended resources available on the course LMS.

Course Evaluation and Development

This is the first time that this course is being offered. There will be opportunities for students to provide
valuable feedback in order to improve the learning experience.

Image Credit

The image on the front page of this document is licensed by the Electronic Frontier Foundation under a 
Creative Commons Attribution US 3.0 license which enables free copying and sharing with attribution. To
find out more, visit https://www.eff.org/copyright.

CRICOS

CRICOS Provider Code: 00098G
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