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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Subject Area: Creative Writing
This course can also be studied in the following specialisation: English

This Level 3 course provides students with the opportunity to develop work on a novel. Students
undertaking this course will examine the poetics of the contemporary novel, exploring a variety of
technical aspects essential to fiction, such as narrative structure, creation of character and the
development of prose style. Students will read both novels and critical texts in order to deepen their
understanding of the composition of the novel. Comparative and historical analysis will inform the
development of student's own creative practice. Students will have experimented with a range of writing
genres in Level 1 and 2 Creative Writing courses. As a Level 3 course students will extend their writing
skills by working on a sustained piece of prose fiction. 

At the conclusion of this course the student will be able to

1.  Create a sustained piece of fiction
2. Identify and critically discuss formal and thematic features of the contemporary novel in English
3. Demonstrate an understanding of the key issues surrounding the development of the

contemporary novel 
4. Demonstrate an understanding of the practical decisions writers make concerning the craft of

writing
5. Critically appraise your own work and the work of others
6. Demonstrate skills in literary analysis developed through a close reading of texts in English
7. Improved skills in drafting, revising and editing your own manuscripts

Teaching Strategies 

The course will have one lecture per week followed by a two hour seminar/workshop which will
expand on issues raised in the leture, adress weekly readings and workshop creative writing.
The㈷nston iLweek foah :theiind ht snwoletng
exp6ing㤳rary novel 



Assessment

Important Information About How this Course Works

The function of the lectures 

The lectures for this course will be divided into three sections: (1) Critical Readings (2) Writing
Process/Writing Practice (3) Vocational Pathways

In the first section, the lectures will focus on key critical elements central to the work of the contemporary
novel. Four main areas will be considered: the role of truth in fiction, the musical elements of composition
in the novel, the function of images and the practice of image making, and the role of time in the
contemporary novel. In this first series of lectures we will be looking closely at a selection of
contemporary novels that deal with and address these issues. These texts will provide you with a series









occurs in four stages:

1) Students provide written feedback via the blog on the work of their peers

2) This written feedback is further developed in group discussion, chaired by the tutor

3) The tutor provides written feedback on each student manuscript

4) There will be the option of continuing/developing this feedback process in an online discussion format.

Formal workshopping will begin in Week 3/4. Approx. three students will have their writing
workshopped in each seminar during the second hour. A class timetable will be drawn up and each
student must put their name down for one workshopping session. All manuscripts submitted for
workshopping should be double-spaced, page numbered, with a minimum of two centimetre
margins. This formatting is important for two reasons: 1) ease of reading and workshopping. Readers
need space in the margins and between the lines for proof-reading suggestions, annotations and
commentary. Page numbers help everyone find a particular line or passage being discussed in class; 2)
professional practice. Manuscripts submitted to literary journals need to be professionally presented,
otherwise they run the risk of being rejected without being read.

It is the responsibility of all students to read these manuscripts before class and come to class prepared
to edit and critically assess the material. Bring hardcopies. All work should then be returned (hardcopy)
to its author with written feedback. It is very poor form to miss the class following the week in which



Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Students are expected to put their names and student numbers on every page of their assignments.

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au. Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

Late Assessment Penalties

Students are responsible for the submission of assessment tasks by the required dates and times.
Depending of the extent of delay in the submission of an assessment task past the due date and time,

mailto:externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au


Work submitted 10 to 19 days after the stipulated deadline will be assessed and feedback
provided but a mark of zero will be recorded. If the work would have received a pass mark but for
the lateness and the work is a compulsory course component (hurdle requirement), a student will
be deemed to have met that requirement;
Work submitted 20 or more days after the stipulated deadline will not be accepted for
assessment and will receive no feedback, mark or grade. If the assessment task is a compulsory
component of the course a student will receive an Unsatisfactory Fail (UF) grade as a result of
unsatisfactory performance in an essential component of the course.
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and/or progression of ideas of the original, and information without acknowledgement. This also
applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to
piecing together quotes and paraphrases into a new whole, without appropriate referencing.

Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also

http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/


understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW.
(http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise)
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Set texts:

Rachel Cusk, Transit (2016, Jonathan Cape)

Deborah Levy, Swimming Home (2013, Faber)

Jennifer Egan, A Visit from the Goon Squad (2010, Knopf)

Karl Ove Knausgaard, A Death in the Family (Harvill Secker 2015)

Recommended Resources

Course Evaluation and Development

This course is being continually improved and revised based on student feedback and developments in
Creative Writing pedagogy. If you have any comments about the course which can reasonably be
addressed during the semester, please offer these thoughts informally to your tutor or the coordinator. At
the end of semester you will be expected to complete an evaluation form through MyExerience that will
assist the coordinator in the future improvement and development of the course.

Image Credit

https://www.pinterest.com.au/pin/491807221802382837/?lp=true
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