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MDIA5011
Professional Media Practices: Creating, Publishing and
Publicising Digital Journalism

Semester Two  //  2018
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Course Overview

 Staff Contact Details 

 Convenors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Dr. Kerrie Davies k.davies@unsw.edu.au by appointment Robert

Webster 311C

School Contact Information

Room 312, level 3 Robert Webster Building

Phone: (02) 9385 4856

Email: sam@unsw.edu.au

Website: https://sam.arts.unsw.edu.au

The School of the Arts and Media would like to Respectfully Acknowledge the Traditional Custodians,
the Bedegal (Kensington campus), Gadigal (City and Art & Design Campuses) and the Ngunnawal
people (Australian Defence Force Academy in Canberra) of the lands where each campus of UNSW is
located.

Attendance Requirements

A student is expected to attend all class contact hours for a face-to-face (F2F) or blended course and
complete all activities for a blended or fully online course.

A student who arrives more than 15 minutes late may be penalised for non-attendance. If such a penalty
is imposed, the student must be informed verbally at the end of class and advised in writing within 24
hours.

If a student experiences illness, misadventure or other occurrence that makes absence from a
class/activity unavoidable, or expects to be absent from a forthcoming class/activity, they should seek
permission from the Course Authority, and where applicable, their request should be accompanied by an
original or certified copy of a medical certificate or other form of appropriate evidence.

A Course Authority may excuse a student from classes or activities for up to one month. However, they
may assign additional and/or alternative tasks to ensure compliance. A Course Authority considering the
granting of absence must be satisfied a student will still be able to meet the course’s learning outcomes
and/or volume of learning. A student seeking approval to be absent for more than one month must apply
in writing to the Dean and provide all original or certified supporting documentation.

For more information about the attendance protocols in the Faculty of Arts and Social
Sciences: https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/

 

Academic Information 
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For essential student information relating to: requests for extension; review of marks; occupational health
and safety; examination procedures; special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability; and other essential academic information,
see https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

In this Masters-level course you will hone work-ready skills associated with commissioning, researching,
creating, editing, publishing and publicising digital journalism in the real world context of a live online
publication. You will develop your ability to meet deadlines as you produce, edit and/or layout
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Assessment

Please see course outline for pitch workshops and deadline dates. Pitches are 300 words and submitted
separately to the final story. 

Pitches comprise 5 % of the both Story Development 1 and Content Creation Task's final mark. 

All assessment submissions will be via Moodle.

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Story Development
Reporting 

20% 09/09/2018 11:00 PM 2

Publication and Publicity
Tasks 

30% 07/10/2018 11:00 PM 1,2,3

Content Creation Packages 50% 28/10/2018 11:00 PM 1,2

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Story Development Reporting

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: Pitch, Interview and News Story

Details: 1600 words.Marked in relation to a prepared rubric, with additional written feedback provided.

Additional details:

This assignment comprises a pitch (5 % of total 20 %) submitted after discussed in the pitch workshop
(300 words max), interview extract (700 words max) and news story submission (500 - 600 words). 

Submission notes:5 % pitch is included in this assessment

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment

Assessment 2: Publication and Publicity Tasks

Start date: 

Length: 500 words social media and audience plan; 500 - 1000 words 'explainer' or Podcast

Details: 1600 words.Marked in relation to a prepared rubric, with additional written feedback provided.

Additional details:
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This assessment comprises a social media and audience plan (500 words) AND one of the following
publication elements:
'explainer' story complementing your news story (700 -1000) words and royalty free image or data
visualisation 
OR
a podcast derived from recorded interview quotes and narration of up to three minutes.

 

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment

Assessment 3: Content Creation Packages

Start date: 

Length: pitch 300 words; feature 1200 - 1500 words

Details: 1800 words.This is the final assessment task for attendance purposes.Marked in relation to a
prepared rubric, with additional written feedback provided.

Additional details:

This assignment comprises a pitch submission after the pitch is discussed in class ( 5 %, 300 words) and
a 1200 - 1500 word feature or narrative news submitted on the due date. 

The feature or narrative news can be extending the same topic as the story development news
assessment 1 or a new topic drawn from justice, climate, future of work and Asia-Australia relations.

Submission notes:5 % pitch is included in this assessment

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Students are expected to put their names and student numbers on every page of their assignments.

Turnitin Submission

mailto:externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au


https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
https://student.unsw.edu.au/special-consideration


Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and/or progression of ideas of the original, and information without acknowledgement. This also
applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to
piecing together quotes and paraphrases into a new whole, without appropriate referencing.

Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also

http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/


http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 23 July - 29 July Seminar  

Introduction to the Course and Writing Revision

This week covers overview of assessments,  the
UNSW online student journalism publication, 
Newsworthy and review of news writing.

Before Class Reading

Kolodzy, J. (2013). Eight Elements of a News Story
and How to Build it. Practicing Convergence
Journalism. New York: Routledge, pp. 14 -27 

 

 
Week 2: 30 July - 5
August

Seminar Justice reporting from covering criminal trials to
social justice issues. Where to find justice stories
and how to write them.

In Class: Research a justice story idea for 
Newsworthy

Before Class Reading

Gregory, P. (2009 [2005]). ' The Court System – an
Overview' . Court Reporting in Australia.  England,
New York: Cambridge University Press, pp 5 -13. 

Gregory, P. (2009 [2005]). 'Contempt' Court
Reporting in Australia.  England, New York:
Cambridge University Press, pp.41- 56.

Downman, S. & Ubayasiri, K. (2017). 'Best Practice
Models for Reporting Human Rights'. 
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Week 3: 6 August - 12
August

Seminar Reporting International News & Asia-Australia
Relations

Before Class Reading

Williams, K (2011). 'Windows on the World
International Journalism and the New
Media'. International Journalism. Thousand Oaks,
Cal:  Sage. pp. 145 -167

ABC Asia Pacific News

In Class: research an Asia-Australia story for 
Newsworthy

Week 4: 13 August - 19
August

Seminar Utilising Reports for Story Angles: The Future of
Work

Before class reading

Manyiki, J. (2017). Technology, Jobs and the
Future of Work. McKinsey Global Institute.

Harari, N.Y. (2017). 'Reboot for the AI Revolution', 
Nature 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/world/asia-pacific/
https://www.mckinsey.com/featured-insights/employment-and-growth/technology-jobs-and-the-future-of-work#Table
https://www.mckinsey.com/featured-insights/employment-and-growth/technology-jobs-and-the-future-of-work#Table


Haddow, G. & Haddow, K. (2013). Disaster
Communication Audiences. Disaster
Communications In A Changing Media
World. B6䉔 䘲‱ㄮ〰〰〰⁔映䕔ਰ⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則ਰ⸵㜰〰〠眠〠䨠〠樠孝‰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則‰⸀〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠牧⁂吠〠呲‰⸰〰〰〠眠䕔⁂吠㌳ㄮ〱㜰㌸〰〠㜱㈮㠴〵㜱⁔搠嬨World.⥝⁔䨠䕔⁑ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜊〮㔷〰〰⁷‰⁊‰⁛崠〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠〠朊焠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰朠䉔⁴hand⁛⠀圀漀爀氀搀⸩崠告⁅S㕵㩓㕵䔀圀猱⸰瘰⁷⁅牓㕵匰〰⁷⁅吠䉔′〰〰瀰瀰‰⸰ㅧੱㅲ朠䉔‰⁔爠〮〰〰〰⁷⁅吠䉔‴㌶⸱㜷〰〠㜴〮㌴〵㘹⁔搠嬨Disaster⥝⁔䨠䕔⁑ੂ吠⽆㘠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮㔷〰〰⁷‰⁊‰⁛崠〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠〶〰〰⁒䜷㍔⁴haⴰ⸰〰㑔⁂吠㌳ㄮ〱㜰圀漀爀氀搀〠〰〰⸰‰ੱ

Disaster

B吠㈺㈳㠰〰‷㈶⸵㤰㔷〠‷ㄲ⸸㐰㔷ㄠ呤⁛⠀圀漀爀氀搀⸩崠告⁅吠儊䉔 䘲‱〮〰〰〰⁷⁅吠䉔‴㌶⸱㜷〰〠㜴〮㌴〵㘹⁔搠嬨Disaster⥝⁔䨠䕔⁑ੂ吠⽆㘠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮㔷〰〰‱‰⁊‰⁛崠〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮㌹㔮㈱㍒䜠〶㜱〰〰〰㕔⁴ha䌀圀漀洰〰〠攰䰰〰扡nd潤潤欸〰〠㜲㘮㌹㔮㈱㍒䜠〶㜱〰㐰〰㕔㠶⸸ㄲ則‰ⴷ〰㕊‰⸵㤰㔷〠‷ㄲ⸸㐰㔷ㄠ呤⁛⠀㌸〰〠㜱㈮㠴〵㜱⁔搠嬨World.⥝⁔䨠䕔⁑ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱrld.⥝⁔䨠䕔⁑ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱrld.

DisasterDisaster

World.

DisasterDisasterDisasterDisasterDisasterDisaster

DisasterDisaster

World.

Disaster

Disaster

http://www.climate-lab-book.ac.uk/2016/spiralling-global-temperatures/


Before Class Reading

Kolodzy, J. (2013). Capturing Context and Tone
Using Words, Pictures and Sound. Practicing
Convergent Journalism. New York: Routledge, pp.
95-116.

Podcast Only: Geoghegan M. & Klass, D.
'Podcasting How-To; Planning Your
Podcast'. Podcast Solutions, Berlin: Springer
Podcast Solutions, pp. 27 - 53.

In Class Workshop:  Researching multiplatform
elements for your feature or news story. 

 
Break: 24 September -
30 September

Reading

Week 10: 1 October - 7
October

Reading Assessment: Publicity and Publication Task
Due 7 October.

This week is given over to you for assessment two
preparation and  story researching for assessment
3.

Consultations in Room 311C Robert Webster at the
usual time of tutorial Friday Morning are also
offered.

Week 11: 8 October - 14
October

Seminar Developing the Feature

Before Class Reading

Kasinger, M., Richardson, N. &  Tanner, S. (2012).
Developing Writing Techniques. Feature Writing
Telling the Story. Melbourne: OUP, pp. 81- 97.

In Class Workshop: Writing the Feature
Introduction.

Week 12: 15 October -
21 October

Seminar  

Feature Editing Workshop and Editing for 
Newsworthy.

Before Class Reading

Kasinger, M., Richardson, N., & Tanner, S.
(2012).  Editing and Polishing Your Work. Feature
Writing Telling the Story. Melbourne: OUP, pp. 164
-177.

Week 13: 22 October - Seminar Feature Draft Workshop
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28 October Submission  Final Feature: 28 October 
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Please refer to Moodle's library link (the green icon) for all library readings. You do not have to
buy a textbook for this course, but you are expected to prepare via reading prior to class. 



http://www.tcpdf.org
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