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Investigating Music
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Course Overview

 Staff Contact Details 

 Convenors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Michael Hooper m.hooper@unsw.edu.au by appointment Robert

Webster 121

School Contact Information

Room 312, level 3 Robert Webster Building

Phone: (02) 9385 4856

Email: sam@unsw.edu.au

Website: https://sam.arts.unsw.edu.au

The School of the Arts and Media would like to Respectfully Acknowledge the Traditional Custodians,
the Bedegal (Kensington campus), Gadigal (City and Art & Design Campuses) and the Ngunnawal
people (Australian Defence Force Academy in Canberra) of the lands where each campus of UNSW is
located.

Attendance Requirements

mailto:sam@unsw.edu.au
https://sam.arts.unsw.edu.au
https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/


For essential student information relating to: requests for extension; review of marks; occupational health

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/


Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Subject Area: Music

Any musicological investigation requires a sound understanding of sources and methods, and this
course will provide you with that understanding. Since the course is core to the Musicology Stream,
inquiry itself is the primary focus. The course therefore begins with questions: how do musicologists
conceive of the music they listen to? how are those conceptions communicated to others? how do ideas
about music change historically? what methods have been developed to hone musical ideas? The aim of
musicology is always to persuade others of how you hear music, whether your approach to music is
through biographical study, manuscript study (paleography, editions, publication history and
considerations, marked scores), primary source study, analysis, organology, iconography, criticism,
aesthetics, hermeneutics, reception history, performance studies, transcription, music psychology, or
ethnography. To better understand hearing, we will study how others have listened to music, and how
that listening has formed both musicological writing and newly created music.

At the conclusion of this course the student will be able to

1. Select appropriate approaches to inquiry into specific musical topics
2. Apply method and theory to detailed studies, with rigour and initiative
3. Independently develop such studies linking specific musical topics to overarching ideas of the

BMus
4. Critically evaluate established and new scholarship and writing

Teaching Strategies 

The course will be delivered through a mixture of two-hour lectures and one-hour tutorials that will
include audio-visual presentations, close reading of texts, discursive breakouts and guided group work
activities.
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Assessment

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Summary of a reading 20% 17/08/2018 05:00 PM 4

Listening test 20% 18/09/2018 04:00 PM 1

Essay 60% 19/10/2018 05:00 PM 2,3,4

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Summary of a reading

Start date: Not Applicable

Details: 1500 words. Students receive written feedback and a numerical grade.

Additional details:

For all details, see Moodle.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.

Assessment 2: Listening test

Start date: 

Details: 1 hour duration.Students tests are returned marked. 

Additional details:

For all details, see Moodle.

Submission notes:In class

Turnitin setting: 



Submission of Assessment Tasks

Students are expected to put their names and student numbers on every page of their assignments.

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au. Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

Late Assessment Penalties

Students are responsible for the submission of assessment tasks by the required dates and times.
Depending of the extent of delay in the submission of an assessment task past the due date and time,
one of the following late penalties will apply unless special consideration or a blanket extension due to a
technical outage is granted. For the purpose of late penalty calculation, a ‘day’ is deemed to be each
24-hour period (or part thereof) past the stipulated deadline for submission.

Work submitted less than 10 days after the stipulated deadline is subject to a deduction of
5% of the total awardable mark from the mark that would have been achieved if not for the
penalty for every day past the stipulated deadline for submission. That is, a student who submits
an assignment with a stipulated deadline of 4:00pm on 13 May 2016 at 4:10pm on 14 May 2016
will incur a deduction of 10%.

Task with a non-percentage mark

If the task is marked out of 25, then late submission will attract a penalty of a deduction of 1.25 from the
mark awarded to the student for every 24-hour period (or part thereof) past the stipulated deadline.

mailto:externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au


Work submitted 10 to 19 days after the stipulated deadline will be assessed and feedback
provided but a mark of zero will be recorded. If the work would have received a pass mark but for
the lateness and the work is a compulsory course component (hurdle requirement), a student will
be deemed to have met that requirement;
Work submitted 20 or more days after the stipulated deadline will not be accepted for
assessment and will receive no feedback, mark or grade. If the assessment task is a compulsory
component of the course a student will receive an Unsatisfactory Fail (UF) grade as a result of
unsatisfactory performance in an essential component of the course.

This information is also available at:

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/

Special Consideration Applications

You can apply for special consideration when illness or other circumstances interfere with your
assessment performance.

Sickness, misadventure or other circumstances beyond your control may:

* Prevent you from completing a course requirement,

* Keep you from attending an assessable activity,

* Stop you submitting assessable work for a course,

* Significantly affect your performance in assessable work, be it a formal end-of-semester examination, a
class test, a laboratory test, a seminar presentation or any other form of assessment.

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
https://student.unsw.edu.au/special-consideration


Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and/or progression of ideas of the original, and information without acknowledgement. This also
applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to
piecing together quotes and paraphrases into a new whole, without appropriate referencing.

Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also

http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/


understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW.
(http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise)
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Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 23 July - 29 July Australian Music - what is it?
Week 2: 30 July - 5
August

Sculthorpe

Week 3: 6 August - 12
August

Meale

Week 4: 13 August - 19
August

Lim

Week 5: 20 August - 26
August

Gyger

Week 6: 27 August - 2
September

Butterley

Week 7: 3 September - 9
September

Symonds

Week 8: 10 September -
16 September

Lumsdaine

Week 9: 17 September -
23 September

Banks

Week 10: 1 October - 7
October

Annie Hui-Hsin Hsieh, Lisa Illean

Week 11: 8 October - 14
October

Dean

Week 12: 15 October -
21 October

Limits of Australian Music
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

None.

Recommended Resources

See Moodle for all resources

Course Evaluation and Development

I always welcome feedback from students, so send me an email or come and speak to me about any
aspect of the course. (The course is about Australian Music following feedback from previous
students.) Formal feedback will occur through myExperience.
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