
Sc
ho

ol
 o

f t
he

 A
rts

 a
nd

 M
ed

ia
  /

/  
U

N
SW

  A
rts

 a
nd

 S
oc

ia
l S

ci
en

ce
s

MUSC4102
Critical Practice in Music
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Course Overview

 Staff Contact Details 

 Convenors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Dr. Michael Hooper m.hooper@unsw.edu.au by appointment Room 114,

Level 1,
Robert
Webster

 Tutors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Anthony Chmiel anthony.chmiel@unsw.edu.au

School Contact Information

Room 312, level 3 Robert Webster Building

Phone: (02) 9385 4856

Email: sam@unsw.edu.au

Website: https://sam.arts.unsw.edu.au

The School of the Arts and Media would like to Respectfully Acknowledge the Traditional Custodians,
the Bedegal (Kensington campus), Gadigal (City and Art & Design Campuses) and the Ngunnawal
people (Australian Defence Force Academy in Canberra) of the lands where each campus of UNSW is
located.

Attendance Requirements

A student is expected to attend all class contact hours for a face-to-face (F2F) or blended course and
complete all activities for a blended or fully online course.

A student who arrives more than 15 minutes late may be penalised for non-attendance. If such a penalty
is imposed, the student must be informed verbally at the end of class and advised in writing within 24
hours.

mailto:sam@unsw.edu.au
https://sam.arts.unsw.edu.au


For more information about the attendance protocols in the Faculty of Arts and Social
Sciences: 

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/


Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Subject Area: Music 

The course enables you to extend your mastery of discipline-specific knowledge and practice through
critical studies in music. You will study methods of critical practice to help you find ways to improve the
ethical and aesthetical outcomes in your chosen area of practice whether it is musicology, pedagogy,
performance or composition. The course provides a forum for you to investigate aspects of your area of
musical study in the light of current debates within the discipline. Investigations are informed by evidence
based on live music making, videos, audio recordings, scores and published research. You will also gain
in-depth familiarity with a variety of approaches to critical practice in music through the individual or
collaborative exploration of a chosen project concept that will culminate in a summative
presentation/performance.

At the conclusion of this course the student will be able to

1. Critically assess musical practices and productions in social and cultural terms.
2. Critically evaluate a range of art forms and demonstrate an understanding of current debates

about music within an interdisciplinary context.
3. Make informed decisions about selecting from a variety of approaches in developing a

presentation/performance that extends their understanding of the processes involved in
establishing a collaborative relationship with other potential creative partners, or other types of
media.

Teaching Strategies 

Students will be introduced to a topic related to critical practice as it applies to music and the performing
arts more generally. The lecture will introduce the following week's seminar reading with the aim of
creating possibilities for discussion and debate in the seminar.

Seminars will (1) debate and discuss the ideas presented in the lecture and reading and (2) provide a
forum for the development of creative projects and showings.
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Assessment

Details on the various tasks and deadlines for the performance/presentation will be issued during the first
lecture and discussed at length during the first seminar.

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Critical Peer Reviews 15% 22/10/2018 05:00 PM 1,2

Process Diary 20% Not Applicable 2

Performance/Presentation 50% Not Applicable 1,3

Preparation for class 15% Not Applicable 1,2

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Critical Peer Reviews

Start date: 

Details: Critical Peer Reviews, based on material presented in studios and seminars by other students. 
Written feedback and mark.

Additional details:

See Moodle for all the information, including rubrics.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.

Assessment 2: Process Diary

Start date: 

Details: Process Diary that reflects on the practical and critical methods by which the
Performance/Presentation is achieved (ca. 3,000 words), with an accent on the process rather than only
the product.    Written feedback and mark.

Additional details:

See Moodle for all the information, including rubrics.

Due: 11 August, 5pm; 28 September, 5pm; 22 October, 5pm. 

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment

Assessment 3: Performance/Presentation
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Start date: 

Details: Performance/Presentation, with the option of exploring their chosen degree specialization within
an interdisciplinary context. 10-15 minw䉥礀 挀漀sen degree specialization within



Submission of Assessment Tasks

Students are expected to put their names and student numbers on every page of their assignments.

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au. Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

Late Assessment Penalties

Students are responsible for the submission of assessment tasks by the required dates and times.
Depending of the extent of delay in the submission of an assessment task past the due date and time,
one of the following late penalties will apply unless special consideration or a blanket extension due to a
technical outage is granted. For the purpose of late penalty calculation, a ‘day’ is deemed to be each
24-hour period (or part thereof) past the stipulated deadline for submission.

Work submitted less than 10 days after the stipulated deadline is subject to a deduction of
5% of the total awardable mark from the mark that would have been achieved if not for the
penalty for every day past the stipulated deadline for submission. That is, a student who submits
an assignment with a stipulated deadline of 4:00pm on 13 May 2016 at 4:10pm on 14 May 2016
will incur a deduction of 10%.

Task with a non–percentage mark

If the task is marked out of 25, then late submission will attract a penalty of a deduction of 1.25 from the
mark awarded to the student for every 24-hour period (or part thereof) past the stipulated deadline.

mailto:externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au


Work submitted 10 to 19 days after the stipulated deadline will be assessed and feedback
provided but a mark of zero will be recorded. If the work would have received a pass mark but for
the lateness and the work is a compulsory course component (hurdle requirement), a student will
be deemed to have met that requirement;
Work submitted 20 or more days after the stipulated deadline will not be accepted for
assessment and will receive no feedback, mark or grade. If the assessment task is a compulsory
component of the course a student will receive an Unsatisfactory Fail (UF) grade as a result of

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
https://student.unsw.edu.au/special-consideration


Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and/or progression of ideas of the original, and information without acknowledgement. This also
applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to
piecing together quotes and paraphrases into a new whole, without appropriate referencing.

Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also

http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/


understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW.
(http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise)
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Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 23 July - 29 July Lecture Michael Hooper
Week 2: 30 July - 5
August

Lecture Michael Hooper

Week 3: 6 August - 12
August

Lecture Kim Burwell 

Week 4: 13 August - 19
August

Lecture Julian Day 

Week 5: 20 August - 26
August

Lecture Cheryl Stock 

Week 6: 27 August - 2
September

Lecture Dorottya Fabian 

Week 7: 3 September - 9
September

Lecture Manolete Mora

Week 8: 10 September -
16 September

Lecture Alister Spence

Week 9: 17 September -
23 September

Lecture Manolete Mora

Week 10: 1 October - 7
October

Lecture Public holiday – students to work in groups
independently this week, or, optionally, come to
Thursday seminar at 12pm for last-minute advice
ahead of week 11 and 12
performance/presentations.

Everyont to watch: Chantal Mouffe (2013), ‘Critical
Artistic Practices as Counter-Hegemonic
Interventions,’ lecture at Hau C ㌲㜹琧ouis:c

http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2018/MUSC4102.html


Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Recommended Resources

Course Evaluation and Development

If you have any feedback, make a time to come and talk to me.
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