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Course Overview

mailto:sam@unsw.edu.au
https://sam.arts.unsw.edu.au


Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Subject Area: Theatre and Performance Studies

Artists always respond to the issues of their time. And theatre makers are often the first to respond when
an issue emerges. In this course, you will explore how artists have created works that engage audiences
in current events and contemporary debates. With each issue, you will explore its social origins and key
thinkers, and the methods that theatre-makers have used to respond. With the skills you develop, you
will be able to analyse how theatre-makers intervene in our culture and devise performances that
engage audiences in issues that concern you today. The aim is to learn how the world works within
theatre and how theatre works in the world. This is a core Level 2 course in the Theatre and
Performance Studies stream. 

Course Learning Outcomes

1. discuss the specified theoretical frameworks and how they have influenced performance making
and reception;

2. explain how the artistic case studies embody changes in the form, content, and politics of
Western performance since the 1960s.

3. analyze and experiment with contemporary performance approaches to text, space, time,
performing and spectating.

4. assess the way your own exposure to contemporary theory and performance practice has
impacted on your approach to the nature and functions of live performance

Teaching Strategies 

Performance can never be divorced from its social, cultural, historical, and material circumstances.
Hence to study a performance text is to study its context too. These twin tasks, to learn how to read texts
and contexts, require multiple methods, some teacher-directed and some student-led. This course uses
a combination of lectures with screenings, tutorials, and a facilitated creative process and presentation.
In addition, students are expected to work independently, outside of class time, reading, taking notes,
watching video clips, planning practical activities, and attending live performances. The lectures set out
general theoretical frameworks and introduce particular theatrical works. The tutorials are opportunities
for the group to discuss and reflect on these concepts and case studies as well as to do some practical
exercises and experiments. For two weeks in the later part of the course, the lecture and tutorials are
replaced by student-led, creative process and presentations. This develops their awareness of their own
abilities and responsibilities as cultural producers.

Theatre and Current Events extends knowledge of both theatre studies, as covered in the gateway
course ARTS1120 Experiencing Theatre, and performance studies, as covered in the gateway course 
ARTS1121 The Life of Performance. It extends the curricula of these courses by focusing on a variety of
performance genres, including dramatic plays, postdramatic theatre, performance art, and stand-up
comedy. It integrates self-reflexive and performative learning and teaching strategies in both pedagogy
and assessment.
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Assessment

Please use the Chicago Author-Date referencing system (17th edition).

The Quick Guide is available here: 
http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide/citation-guide-2.html 

The Full Guide is available via the UNSW Library:
http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org.wwwproxy1.library.unsw.edu.au/book/ed17/frontmatter/toc.html 

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Analytical Engagement 50% 08/03/2019 and 29/03/2019 1,2,3,4

Group performance 25% 17/04/2019 09:00 AM 1,3

Reflective Essay 25% 26/04/2019 11:59 PM 1,4

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Analytical Engagement

Start date: 

Details: 2 x 1000-1250 wordsGrade, Rubric and Comment

Additional details:

Please note that this assessment consists of two essays of 1,000-1,250 words each. The first is due at
the end of Week 3, on Friday, 8 March 2019 by 11.59pm. The second is due at the end of Week 6, on
Friday, 29 March 2019.

Assessment 1.1. Write a 1,000-word analysis of one recent feminist performance (from the list of case
studies provided in class). Rubric indicating level of performance against each assessment criteria,
written formative feedback, and percentage grade. Due at the end of Week 3, on Friday, 8 March 2019
by 11.59pm.

Assessment 1.2. Write a 1,000-word analysis of one recent postcolonial performance (from the list of
case studies provided in class). Rubric indicating level of performance against each assessment criteria,
written formative feedback, and percentage grade. Due at the end of Week 6, on Friday, 29 March 2019
by 11.59pm.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.

Assessment 2: Group performance

Start date: 
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Details: 10 minutesGrade, Rubric, and Comment 

Additional details:



http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2019/ARTS2121.html


Tutorial One hour discussing performance case studies;
one hour of performance exercises.

Week 8: 8 April - 14 April Lecture Rehearsal for Group Performance
Tutorial Rehearsal for Group Performance

Week 9: 15 April - 21
April

Lecture Group Performances!
Tutorial Feedback on Group Performances
Assessment Assessment 2: Group Performance due during the

lecture slot, i.e. Wednesday, 17 April 2019 at 9 am.
Week 10: 22 April - 28
April

Assessment Assessment 3: Reflective Essay due on Friday, 26
April 2019 by 11.59 pm.
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

The set readings are available in the course Moodle site and via the UNSW main library. There is no
Study Kit for this course.

Recommended Resources

https://www.library.unsw.edu.au/study


Submission of Assessment Tasks

Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and/or progression of ideas of the original, and information without acknowledgement. This also
applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to
piecing together quotes and paraphrases into a new whole, without appropriate referencing.

Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also
includes providing your work to another student before the due date, or for the purpose of them



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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Academic Information 

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;
special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability;
and other essential academic information, see

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
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