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Course Overview

 Staff Contact Details 

 Convenors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Caroline Wake

mailto:sam@unsw.edu.au
https://sam.arts.unsw.edu.au


Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Subject Area: Theatre and Performance Studies

This practical studio-based course gives you the opportunity to be involved in the creation of a public
theatre production. You will take part in an exciting and intensive process of staging a performance text
with a professional director, designer, manager and production manager. This course offers an authentic
experience of working as a theatre-maker, as well as the opportunity to develop analytical methods for



content. While the short rehearsal period often precludes the possibility for extensive input to the
shape of the final performed product, your suggestions and perspectives on the enquiry are
relied upon at all times. That is, the course helps you to learn both to take direction from a
professional practitioner, and to lead and initiate decisions and actions.  Part of your task is to
navigate this complex process with generosity and imagination.

This course offers a rare opportunity within the BA in Theatre and Performance Studies to
closely examine and manifest a complex response to an extant performance text.
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Assessment

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Contribution to Production 60% From the first rehearsal to
the final performance

1,2,3,4,5

Reflective Journal 30% 14/03/2019 05:00 PM 1,2,3,6

Production Blog 10% On your assigned days 2,5,6

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Contribution to Production

Start date: 

Details: Developed throughout rehearsal process and public performances.Formative and summative
feedback received within 3 weeks of final performance.

Additional details:

Throughout the rehearsals and performances for It's Complicated you must contribute to the
conceiving, making and presenting of your group’s text-based theatre production. To this end you must



Additional details:

The Journal

Throughout the rehearsal and performance period you are expected to keep a daily Journal
recording your personal observations. The Journal consists of:

1. your own record of events and discussions, and tasks you may be given during rehearsal;
2. your own reflective, personal, and shifting observations on the production process and its results;

and
3. some references to/notes on additional reading and research that you undertake outside of

the rehearsal room (see Moodle). 

The Journal should be kept in a notebook of your choice and you may find it helpful to bring it to
each rehearsal. For example, it could be A4 or A3 in size, have ruled and/or blank pages. Your records
and reflections, particularly those you wish to have assessed, should be expressed in written form.
However, you can also include other visual materials such as images, diagrams, maps if you find such
material valuable for your observation and reflection process.

On some days, the Journal will feel time-consuming and boring. However, it it is worth persevering, as
this previous third-year student explains:

"Admittedly, keeping the logbook [Journal] initially felt tedious and kind of time consuming, however I
soon became aware that the ideas and realisations I had as a result of forcing myself to write would not
have been available any other way. Having a chance to simply consolidate all the flittings [sic] of
ideas, unreasoned compulsions, and resonant concepts, not to mention the rich inspirations from the
many shows and events and whatnot we experience throughout the week, became essential. The true
magic of the logbook process was not really apparent until the end though, when leafing back through it.
I was able to trace a process that I had not really been conscious of as I was undertaking it [emphasis
added], and could only recognise it through encountering it as a whole by re-reading and remembering it
through the logbook. I had three tries at writing my final Reflective Analysis, the first too removed from
my actual experience, more of a report on performativity; the second, a critical rant that didn't pay tribute
to my process whatsoever. The third - finally an honest investigative response to what I had learnt - was
only possible because I could refer to the logbook" (reproduced with permission).

If you can hang in there, record the crises, turning points, surprises, questions, and failures, you will
have something much much richer in March. If all else fails, try these two strategies:

1. create three questions at the end of the day that reflect what is urgent or arising for you. They
might be specific to something you are doing, or more general questions about making theatre;

2. return to a previous day and ‘over-write’ your entry with new observations. You should also date
any new entries.

 

The Reflection

Rather than handing in the entire journal to the Course Convenor, this assessment asks you to select 
key sections. These might be the crises and questions mentioned above, or they might involve
something else again. In addition, at least one entry should respond to one of the set readings (on
Moodle).
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Journal + Reflection = Reflective Journal

There are two components for submission:

1. Journal Self-Assessment Form. This is NOT GRADED but required to pass the asssement.



completed after midnight will accrue standard lateness penalties.

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment
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Attendance Requirements

The attendance of all rehearsals and performance is mandatory in this course. Unexcused absences will
result in the award a Fail grade.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 18 February - 24
February

This course runs in February and March and mainly
prior to the commencement of Session 1.  See
Moodle for the rehearsal and production schedule.
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

See Moodle and Online Reading List. 

Recommended Resources

See Moodle and Online Reading List.

Course Evaluation and Development

Student evaluative feedback on the course is gathered periodically, using among other means the
UNSW myExperience online student course survey facility (see
https://teaching.unsw.edu.au/myexperience).  Your feedback is taken seriously, and continual
improvements are made to the course based in part on such feedback. In 2018 the most significant
change made to the course is streamlining of the Class Blog (Stage Manager's Report) in order to make
the task more manageable and the report easier to use by the production ensemble. With the move to
trimesters this year, we have also adjusted the timing of some assessments.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and/or progression of ideas of the original, and information without acknowledgement. This also
applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to
piecing together quotes and paraphrases into a new whole, without appropriate referencing.

Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also
includes providing your work to another student before the due date, or for the purpose of them



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Academic Information 

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;
special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability;
and other essential academic information, see

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
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