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MDIA5006
Feature Writing
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

This course builds on the core Writing For Media course offered in Term 1, which teaches the
fundamentals of writing for print journalism. In this course, you will learn how to write feature articles.
You will develop your interview, research and writing skills for both print and online media. You will learn
techniques for writing in a range of feature article genres and forms. This course will also cover the roles
of editors and freelance writers in producing feature articles. You will study the history and the
contemporary social significance of the feature genres. You will critically consider key writers, texts and
audiences for these genres. 

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Generate features of varying lengths on deadline, to length, conforming to requirements of
different genres in various media outlets

2. Plan, research, structure and write features, queries and pitches
3. Rely on well-developed reporting and news gathering skills
4. Understand professional editorial processes, ethics and the demands of the market place
5. Work as part of a team to create features for mainstream media
6. Take on the challenge of new story telling techniques

Teaching Strategies 

This course combines ONE two-hour seminar/week WITH small and large group discussions, in-class
workshops, evaluation, exercises based on course readings, handouts and seminar content, and four
assessed tasks with deadlines.  
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Additional details:

The 800-word feature (750-850 word limit) must be written in one of the following genres: Review,
Opinion, Analysis, Explainer or Immersion. Your submission may be in the form of text, audio
(podcast) or video (vodcast)

Submission notes: See general assessment information

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.

Assessment 2: Long Feature

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 1400-1600 words

Details:

1,500 words, qualitative feedback provided via Turnitin.

Additional details:

The Long Feature must be written in one of the following genres: News or Issue-based feature, Profile,
Lifestyle/Trend report or Immersion. Your submission may be in the form of text, audio (podcast) or video
(vodcast)

Submission notes: See General Assessment Information

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.

Assessment 3: Feature Writing and Research Portfolio

Length: 1400-1600 words

Details:

1,500 words, qualitative feedback provided via Turnitin.

Additional details:

Portfolio submissions, which account for 35 percent of the available marks in this course, cannot include
material submitted in Assignments One and Two. Student portfolios must contain only the text, images



SUBMISSION. The types of material that may be submitted include pre-class and in-class submissions
or text-based activities, story pitches, reflections on tasks and readings, reflections on interview
questions or research strategies that produced newsworthy material, and other kinds of work. Students
are responsible for choosing and submitting only their best work for their portfolio. Poor choices in this
regard are not grounds for appeal.

Submission notes: See General Assessment Information

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.



Attendance Requirements

Students are strongly encouraged to attend all classes and review lecture recordings.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 15 February - 19
February

Homework BEFORE COMING TO CLASS:  Students should
access the GENRE LIBRARY on the Moodle
course site for examples of feature article genres
before choosing the genre they will attempt for
Assignment One (opinion, analysis, explainer,
review or immersion). Please also view the
following videos:

‘What if we helped refugees to help
themselves?’  Alexander Betts, 19.11.15
TEDxVienna 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tiWwrdMqvvM

‘Quit Social Media’, Dr Cal Newport, 20.9.16,
TEDxTysons 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3E7hkPZ-HTk

Assessment WEEK 1 PRE-CLASS SUBMISSION
(PORTFOLIO 1, 200 words) Browse the opinion
articles in the Genre Library on Moodle. Choose
one of the Ted Talks above and submit 200 words
on what they can teach us about effective
approaches to the opinion genre of evaluative
feature writing. What topic might you choose if you
were to write an opinion article? 

DEADLINE:  5 pm MONDAY 1 JUNE 2020

SUBMIT VIA THE MOODLE PORTFOLIO 1 LINK
UNDER THE ASSESSMENT TAG

Week 2: 22 February - 26
February

Homework BEFORE COMING TO CLASS:  Students should
access the GENRE LIBRARY on the Moodle
course site for examples of feature article genres
before choosing the genre they will attempt for
Assignment One (opinion, analysis, explainer,
review or immersion). Please also view the
following videos:

‘What if we helped refugees to help
themselves?’  Alexander Betts, 19.11.15
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SUBMIT VIA THE MOODLE PORTFOLIO 2 LINK
UNDER THE ASSESSMENT TAB

BRING TO CLASS:   Three (3) copies of your
Assignment One story proposal

READ & BE READY TO DISCUSS:  Ricketson &
Graham CH.5 ‘Generating Fresh Story Ideas'

Lecture Opinion versus analysis, reviews versus
explainers

In this class we explore the research and writing
principles commonly applied in analytical,
explanatory and evaluative feature writing. How
great feature writers “frame” their stories.

Tutorial The Art of the "Follow Up"

We live in story-rich times. Just open your Twitter
feed and it seems that all the stories have already



of being published?

7.         Will you tell the story in 1st person or 3rd
person? Explain the reasons for your choice.

 
Week 4: 8 March - 12
March

Homework BRING TO CLASS:  Three (3) URLs of recently
published stories that match the genre of your
proposed feature article, and three (3) other URLs
of recently published news stories on the topic you
wish to write about.

READ & BE READY TO DISCUSS: 

Ricketson & Graham (2017) CHAPTE㠵 ㌊〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜊〮㔷〰〰⁷‰⁊‰⁪⁛崠〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠昰〰‰⸀区㡮





Laskas, Jeanne Marie (2012) “Guns ‘R Us.” GQ,

http://www.gq.com/story/gun-shopping-gq-september-2012
http://www.gq.com/story/gun-shopping-gq-september-2012


http://www.nytimes.com/newsgraphics/2013/10/27/south-china-sea/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/newsgraphics/2013/10/27/south-china-sea/index.html
http://www.vanityfair.com/news/2015/07/charlie-hebdo-money-in-france
http://www.vanityfair.com/news/2015/07/charlie-hebdo-money-in-france


GROUP ACTIVITY

Test your skills as an editor and proof-reader by
running your eye over drafts of previous students'
stories. Then read a fellow student’s story draft and
share your suggested improvements with fellow
students and the class.
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

All students must purchase the following textbook which is set reading in most weeks of this course:

Lamble, S. (2017) News As It Happens - An Introduction to Journalism, OUP, Melbourne.

 

 

Recommended Resources

UNSW LIBRARY SERVICES

All Masters students are entitled to a consultation with one of the efficient and helpful RESEARCH
LIBRARIANS at the UNSW Library on the main campus. Students of MDIA5006 are STRONGLY
ENCOURAGED to take advantage of this services. Students who have NOT sought and undergone a
research consultation are missing an important opportunity to score higher grades in this research and
writing course.

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE SUPPORT

Enrolment in UNSW’s PELE PROGRAM and range of other free English conversation classes is
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED for students from English as a Second Language backgrounds.

 

Course Evaluation and Development

Student feeback is invited via the myExperience survey in the second half of term. Feedback from
previous years has contributed to changes in curriculum and activities, and is an important part of the
development and improvement of courses.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org

	Staff Contact Details

