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Course Overview

 Staff Contact Details 

 Convenors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Bryoni Trezise b.trezise@unsw.edu.au Wednesday

mornings - please
email for
appointment

Robert
Webster,
Room 117
Level 1

9385 4513

 Lecturers 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Erin Brannigan e.brannigan@unsw.edu.au TBA - please

contact
119, Level 1
Robert
Webster

9385 7854

 Tutors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Theron Schmidt t.schmidt@unsw.edu.au TBA - please

contact
Robert
Webster 121,
Level 1

9385 3218

School Contact Information

Room 312, level 3 Robert Webster Building

Phone: (02) 9385 4856

Email: sam@unsw.edu.au

Website: https://sam.arts.unsw.edu.au

The School of the Arts and Media would like to Respectfully Acknowledge the Traditional Custodians,
the Bedegal (Kensington campus), Gadigal (City and Art & Design Campuses) and the Ngunnawal
people (Australian Defence Force Academy in Canberra) of the lands where each campus of UNSW is

mailto:sam@unsw.edu.au
https://sam.arts.unsw.edu.au


Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Subject Area: Theatre and Performance Studies

This course can also be studied in the following specialisations: Creative Writing, Dance Studies, Media,
Culture and Technology

Performance is the practice that brings creativity to life. It is fundamental to theatre-making, dance and
live art; to story-telling in film, animation and games; and to communicating ideas in public relations and
business. Whether your focus is artistic endeavour in professional production, cultural participation in
community settings, or consumer practice in everyday life, you will learn how to analyse the significance
of action and how to design experiences that engage audiences today. The Life of Performance gives
you the skills to understand performance in the contemporary world. It approaches the study of
performance across a broad spectrum from social rituals in local settings to multimedia events on the
world stage. Through a combination of case studies and practical fieldwork, you will explore how
participating in performance creates values, identities and beliefs that connect people together across
global networks. This is a core Level 1 course in the Theatre and Performance Studies stream. It can
also be studied as part of Creative Writing, Dance Studies, and Media, Culture and Technology.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. demonstrate an understanding of the way performance studies relates to other disciplines –
especially theatre studies, anthropology and cultural studies, and distinguish the idea of
‘performance’ from the idea of ‘theatre’

2. analyse a range of everyday life behaviours and events as ‘performance’
3. apply some of the key terminology of performance studies – such as ‘liminality’, ‘hybridity’,

‘quotidian’ and ‘symbolic and restored behaviour’ – to a wide range of everyday and
contemporary performance practices, and be able to evaluate the evolving connections between
those practices

4. appreciate the role and function of, and demonstrate some skills in self-directed ethnographic
analysis of performance

5. identify how cultural performance and contemporary arts practice is informed by and responds to
national and international political and aesthetic concerns

6. demonstrate familiarity with scholarly research practice within the discipline of performance
studies: a)      read academic and performance texts with critical understandingb)      access
information and resources relevant to performance studies and contemporary performancec)
follow the conventions of academic writing ie referencing and quotation systemsd)       work in an
effective, self-motivated way in a university context

Teaching Strategies 
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Attendance Requirements

Lectures are designed to be highly interactive - students are strongly encourages to attend and to
become involved in the active learning process. Lecture recordings will be available excepting for Week
5 when the in-class test is scheduled.

Tutorials involve sustained group work moving towards group presentations from Week 6 onwards.
Students are expected to attend in order to fulfill the learning outcomes associated with this collaborative
assesment task. Students will also be expected to respond to the presentations given by their peers.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 3 June - 7 June Lecture What is Performance?

Topic This week we consider the broad spectrum of
performance and its applications: from cultural
events to rituals, from global spectacles to online
personas. We introduce you to a framework of
thinking about performance as actions and their
effects: social, political and aesthetic.

Week 2: 10 June - 14
June

Lecture Performing Events
Topic Events create cultural identities, communicate

ideas, commemorate victories and celebrate life
transitions. They can be ritualised (a mourning rite),
spectacular (the Olympic Games’ opening
ceremony), commercial (a fashion parade) and
entertaining (a boxing match). This week we
understand how cultural events mark transitions,
create communities and stabilise or change the
social order.

Week 3: 17 June - 21
June

Lecture Performing Selves
Topic We all perform identities – both offline and online –

in manifold ways. A hair flick, a lanky walk or a high-
pitched voice: this week we look at how cultures
and communities are built through everyday
performances. We use the theoretical framework of
gender to unpack how social norms and their
differences are produced. We look at examples that
demonstrate the radical potential of performance to
build new forms of expression that challenge the
status quo.

Week 4: 24 June - 28
June

Lecture Dancing Gestures - Guest lecture with Dr Erin
Brannigan

Topic This week we consider 'how to look at dance and
movement' as a prompt to think through analysing
performance elements that are not language-
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 Lecture attendance will be checked with a weekly in-class online activity.



based. Drawing on elements from anthropology,
gesture studies, and dance analysis, we will
develop a tool kit for this aspect of performance
analysis.

Week 5: 1 July - 5 July Assessment In-lecture test. 40 Minutes. Multiple choice and
short answer. Please see Moodle for more
information.

The remainder of the lecture will be used to discuss
approaches to the group assignment and fieldwork
assignment.

Week 6: 8 July - 12 July Lecture Performing Memories
Topic While performance takes place in the present,

performances of memory draw on the past to cater
to social, commemorative as well as political needs.
From public memorials to museum design – this
week we look at a range of memorial practices to
understand how performance helps communities
respond to trauma, deal with crises and to
remember and forget.

Week 7: 15 July - 19 July Lecture Performing the Social - Guest lecture Dr Erin
Brannigan

Topic What helps groups of individuals bond together?
How do communities let off steam and express
themselves? From hip-hop to tango, this week we
explore the role that popular dance forms play in
creating communities, building identities and
shaping new futures. Bring your best moves and
your dancing shoes!

Week 8: 22 July - 26 July Lecture Performing the Material Body
Topic Performance artists don't 'act', they 'perform'. What

does this mean? Performance artists use the body,
or time or place, as material in order to comment on
the world around them. This week we consider a
range of live art practices that stretch the limits of
the body and radically alter time in order to reflect
the complexities of our lived experiences.

Week 9: 29 July - 2
August

Lecture Performing Digital Culture
Topic Artists working at the intersections of performance

and digital production develop dynamic responses
to the ways in which digital culture shapes
contemporary experience. These aesthetic
responses are important because they reframe and
critique what becomes otherwise normal about
culture. From performing robots to social media
theatre – this lecture considers the dynamic role of
performance in using digital tools to challenge their
dominant effects.

Week 10: 5 August - 9 Lecture Performance and cultural production
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and/or progression of ideas of the original, and information without acknowledgement. This also
applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to
piecing together quotes and paraphrases into a new whole, without appropriate referencing.

Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also
includes providing your work to another student before the due date, or for the purpose of them



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Academic Information 

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;
special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability;
and other essential academic information, see

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
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