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Course Overview

 Staff Contact Details 



Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

This course will assist you to develop your capacity to write academic essays according to the
conventions of the Humanities. It provides the knowledge and vocabulary by which you can critically
analyse the work of others as well as your own. The course focuses sustained attention on various
modes of academic writing that are used in essay writing and shows how these may be deployed to
present a strong argument. The course includes analysis of a range of exemplars as well as essays from
academic journals researched by students and related to their disciplinary interests. This study will be
accompanied by writing exercises, writing workshops and detailed feedback from both peers and staff.

The course is offered as a Prescribed Elective in the Master of Journalism and Communication and the
Master of Public Relations and Advertising. Students enrolled in other Postgraduate Coursework
Programs in UNSW Arts and Social Sciences, may take the course as an additional elective, but it will
not contribute credit toward those programs.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Identify and deploy the primary modes of academic writing in the humanities including exposition,
description, narrative and argumentation.

2. Understand the essay as a genre of writing within a long rhetorical tradition and across a range of
contemporary contexts.

3.   Structure, edit, and present an essay according to conventions of academic writing in the
humanities

Teaching Strategies 

Teaching Strategies

Our approach to Academic Writing for the Humanties is founded on our intention to improve writing skills
through understanding foundational concepts of genre and rhetorical theory as well as critical
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Assessment

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Extended essay 40% 09/08/2019 05:00 PM 2,3

In-class tests 20% 3

Shorter writings 40% 1,2,3

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Extended essay

Start date: 

Details: Word length: 2000.  This is the final assessment task.Feedback will be provided in the form of
marking criteria sheets and individual comments, for each student's essay.

Additional details:

Students will be required to complete an online self-assessment reflective task prior to receiving their
mark for this assessment.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.

Assessment 2: In-class tests

Start date: 

Details: Two in-class grammar tests of 60 minutes per test. Closed book, handwritten. On topics
covered in grammar textbook. Marked test returned to students. Answer sheet to test can be
downloaded from Moodle site.

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment

Assessment 3: Shorter writings

Start date: 

Details:











Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Writing Analytically, by David Rosenwasser and Jill Stephen Book –
The Little Green Grammar Book, by Mark Tredinnick

Recommended Resources

Any other useful resources will be uploaded to the course Moodle site.

Course Evaluation and Development

Student feedback on this course will be gathered using university automated procedures, as well as
through informal, anonymous feedback forms. Feedback will be used to analyse and assess the course,
and make changes to improve future delivery.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and/or progression of ideas of the original, and information without acknowledgement. This also
applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to



http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Academic Information 

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;
special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability;
and other essential academic information, see

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
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