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MUSC4102
Critical Practice in Music

Term Two  //  2020
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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Manolete Mora m.mora@unsw.edu.au By appointment

School Contact Information

School of the Arts and Media

Room 312, Level 3, Robert Webster Building (G14)

Phone: (02) 9385 4856

Email: sam@unsw.edu.au

Website: www.arts.unsw.edu.au/sam

The School of the Arts and Media would like to Respectfully Acknowledge the Traditional Custodians,
the Bedegal (Kensington campus), Gadigal (City and Art & Design Campuses) and the Ngunnawal
people (Australian Defence Force Academy in Canberra) of the lands where each campus of UNSW is
located.
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Subject Area: Music 

The course enables you to extend your mastery of discipline-specific knowledge and practice through
critical studies in music. You will study methods of critical practice to help you find ways to improve the
ethical and aesthetical outcomes in your chosen area of practice whether it is musicology, pedagogy,
performance or composition. The course provides a forum for you to investigate aspects of your area of
musical study in the light of current debates within the discipline. Investigations are informed by evidence
based on live music making, videos, audio recordings, scores and published research. You will also gain
in-depth familiarity with a variety of approaches to critical practice in music through the individual or
collaborative exploration of a chosen project concept that will culminate in a summative
presentation/performance.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Critically assess musical practices and productions in social and cultural terms.
2. Critically evaluate a range of art forms and demonstrate an understanding of current debates

about music within an interdisciplinary context.
3. Make informed decisions about selecting from a variety of approaches in developing a

presentation/performance that extends their understanding of the processes involved in
establishing a collaborative relationship with other potential creative partners, or other types of
media.

Teaching Strategies 

Students will be introduced to a topic related to critical practice as it applies to music and the performing
arts more generally. The lecture will introduce the following week's seminar reading with the aim of
creating possibilities for discussion and debate in the seminar.

Seminars will (1) debate and discuss the ideas presented in the lecture and reading and (2) provide a
forum for the development of creative projects and showings.
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Assessment

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Process Diary 30% 16/07/2020 5:00 PM 2

Event/Presentation 50% 06/08/2020 5:00 PM 1,3

Preparation for class 20% Not Applicable 1,2

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Process Diary

Start date: 04/06/2020 9:00 AM

Length: 1,500 words

Details:

1500 words.

Written feedback and mark.

 

Additional details:

The Process Diary should document and reflect on the practical and critical methods by which the
Performance/Presentation is achieved (ca. 1,500 words excluding references), with an emphasis on the
process and outcome of dialogue and discussion within the group.

Submission notes:Submit in A4 format, Times Roman 12, 1.25cm margins. Label all tables and
illustrations as necessary. The submission should contain a title page with the names of contributors and
a list of references.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.

Assessment 2: Event/Presentation

Start date: 04/06/2020 9:00 AM

Length: 15 minutes

Details:

Progress and development of the Event is discussed on a weekly basis during tutorials.
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Written feedback, mark and peer reviews.

 

Additional details:

Progress and development of the Event/Presentation is discussed on a weekly basis during tutorials.

Submission notes:Event/Presentations must be submitted as an AV artifact (ie. video, podcast,
PowerPoint Presentation with audio, etc).

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment

Assessment 3: Preparation for class

Start date:

 

Turnitin setting: 



Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Not available

Recommended Resources

Course Evaluation and Development

Student feedback on the course will be gathered from the course evaluation through myExperience. The
student evaluations from 2019 emphasised the high volume of course assessment. I have modified the
assessment this year accordingly, particularly in the light of the additional technical demands on students
in undertaking group assignments online.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
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