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Course Overview

 Staff Contact Details 

 Convenors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Tara McLennan t.mclennan@unsw.edu.au Wednesdays 11am

- 12pm and by
appointment

Webster SAM
offices

School Contact Information

Room 312, level 3 Robert Webster Building

Phone: (02) 9385 4856

Email: sam@unsw.edu.au

Website: https://sam.arts.unsw.edu.au
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course



Assessment

This course outline document is primarily a policy document ONLY. Please refer to the Course
Information area on Moodle for comprehensive details about the course, including the
assessment tasks.

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task



frameworks, theories, and critical perspectives from the course material.



meaningful set of observations or points

Submission notes:N.B. Don't forget to sign up for your presentation times in WEEK ONE. See Moodle
for details.

Assessment 3: Research Portfolio

Start date: 

Length: Approx. 1000 words per entry.

Details: Portfolio, 2,000 to 2,500 words, 50%. This is the final assignment. Choose TWO topics from the
second half of the course, and make productive use of these topics and associated materials from the
course as a whole, to creatively reflect upon and analyse specific aspects/elements of our contemporary
mediated world. Feedback will be provided via LMS.

Additional details:

The Portfolio is comprised of two entries that address two course topics of your choice. (You can choose
from Lecture topics in Weeks 5-10. Your two pitch topics are NOT available for selection.) You are
expected to draw on and effectively engage with the readings from the course. You are encouraged to
use the bonus readings as supplementary material; if you wish, you can also draw from external
readings and sources. You are advised to compile course notes every week from the readings and
lectures, and these course notes can then be drawn on and properly written up for your Portfolio entries.

The Portfolio is intended to help you document and work through a range of key issues, ideas, concepts,
arguments, case studies, and theoretical tools. This assessment is NOT about simply providing
summaries, and it is NOT about passively regurgitating content. If you wish, you may begin each entry
by providing a quick overview of key points and concepts – but the main focus is on how you critically
discuss and reflect on the central issues and theories. You are required to make relevant
constructive conceptual connections with other weekly topics and materials in your entries.

Please note that the final lecture of the trimester will contain useful information on how to review, edit
and develop your portfolio before submission. 
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Attendance Requirements

Students are strongly encouraged to attend all classes and review lecture recordings.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 16 September -
20 September

Lecture Topic - Digital Media and Media Effects

Please note that there will be no tutorials this
week, but the first lecture will be important for
setting up the frameworks and expectations of the
course.

You will also be asked to go to Moodle to schedule
your pitches for Assessment Two (see our
assessments info). Take some time to review the
course information on Moodle and select the two
topics that most appeal to you. Tutorial pitch
schedules will be arranged according to a first
come, first served basis, so please be ready to
allocate your time. The online scheduling
applications will be made available towards the end
of the first lecture this week.

Week 2: 23 September -
27 September

Tutorial Topic - Digital Media and Media Effects 

Lecture Topic - Online Audiences and
Networked Social Worlds

Please note the staggered arrangement of lectures
and tutorials for this course. Each tutorial
focuses on the topic presented in the lecture from
the preceding week. 

Week 3: 30 September -
4 October

Tutorial Topic - Online Audiences and
Networked Social Worlds

Lecture Topic - Multimodality Online: Semiotics,
Image, Sound & Text

(Please see Moodle for detailed information on
each week's conceptual focus)

Week 4: 7 October - 11
October

Assessment Assessment One Due: Friday 11th October,
11:50pm 
Tutorial Topic - Multimodality Online:
Semiotics, Image, Sound and Text
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Lecture Topic - Identity as Data: The
Monetization of our I.D. 

Week 5: 14 October - 18
October

Blended Tutorial Topic -  Identity as Data: The
Monetization of our I.D.

Online lecture - Social Media and Ideology: Our
Lives Online

Please note: this week there will be no in-person
lecture in the Clancy Auditorium. Instead, an online
video lecture will be made availble to you at the
same time as your usual lecture timeslot. 

Week 6: 21 October - 25
October

Tutorial Topic - Social Media and Ideology: Our
Lives Online

Lecture Topic - Frames of Meaning in Trending
News: Shaping the Agenda

Please note: The in-person lecture at the Clancy
Auditorium is back up and running this week. 

Week 7: 28 October - 1
November

Tutorial Topic - Frames of Meaning in Trending
News: Shaping the Agenda

Lecture Topic - Algorithmic Culture: Audiences,
Access and Business

Week 8: 4 November - 8
November

Tutorial Topic - Algorithmic Culture:
Audiences,  Access and Business

Lecture Topic - Affordances and the Attention
Economy

Week 9: 11 November -
15 November

Tutorial Topic - Affordances and the Attention
Economy

Lecture Topic - Ideals of the Public Sphere: the
Internet, Journalism and Democracy Online

Week 10: 18 November -
22 November

Assessment Assessment Three Due: Friday 22nd of
November, 11:50pm
Tutorial Topic - Ideals of the Public Sphere: the
Internet, Journalism and Democracy Online

Lecture Topic - Mediatization: Global Flows and
Cultural Contexts

Please note that the lecture this week will offer
helpful information about how to review, refine and
complete your final assesssment, the Research
Portfolio.
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Resources for the course will be provided via Moodle.

Please also note that there will be workshops in tutorials to support students in producing their
assessment tasks.

Recommended Resources

Resources for the course will be provided via Moodle.

Course Evaluation and Development

Refer to Moodle.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and/or progression of ideas of the original, and information without acknowledgement. This also
applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to
piecing together quotes and paraphrases into a new whole, without appropriate referencing.

Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also
includes providing your work to another student before the due date, or for the purpose of them



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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