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ARTS2035
American Literature: Past and Present

Term Three  //  2019
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Course Overview

 Staff Contact Details 

 Convenors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Sigi Jottkandt s.jottkandt@unsw.edu.au Thursdays 3-4 Webster 311J 0293856813

 Tutors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Tamlyn Avery tamlyn.avery@unsw.edu.au

School Contact Information

Room 312, level 3 Robert Webster Building

Phone: (02) 9385 4856

Email: sam@unsw.edu.au

Website: https://sam.arts.unsw.edu.au

The School of the Arts and Media would like to Respectfully Acknowledge the Traditional Custodians,
the Bedegal (Kensington campus), Gadigal (City and Art & Design Campuses) and the Ngunnawal
people (Australian Defence Force Academy in Canberra) of the lands where each campus of UNSW is
located.
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seeks to give every student a stake in, and an opportunity to contribute to, the course as a forum
for learning.

Lectures, tutorials and assessment in this course should give you the skills necessary to perform
intelligent, independent readings of American literary texts and to comm�椀‱ㄸ㘀砀e surst readingt io ligerm



Assessment

We favour the Chicago Manual of Style, 17th edition, for all style and referencing matters. 

http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide/citation-guide-1.html

We also like to see a strong independent voice in all written tasks. Find confidence in your own views
and judgements, while testing them against the ideas of other critics and thiunkers.

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Exam 40% 29/11/2019 05:00 PM 1,2,3,4,5

Minor Writing Assignment 15% 22/11/2019 05:00 PM 1,2,3,4

Research Essay 45% 21/10/2019 05:00 PM 1,2,3,4,5

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Exam

Start date: Not Applicable

Details: Take-home examination set in the formal examination period. The exam will consist of two
equal parts over the equivalent of two hours. This is the final assessment task.Brief written comments
and marksheet grid with criteria provided.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.

Assessment 2: Minor Writing Assignment

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 1000

Details: 1000 words.Brief written comments and marksheet grid with criteria provided.

Submission notes:Looking for America class project

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment

Assessment 3: Research Essay

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 2500
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Details: 2500 words. Written comments and marksheet grid with criteria provided.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.
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Week 10: 18 November -
22 November

Lecture Claudia Rankine, Citizen: An American Lyric (2014)
Tutorial Rankine, Citizen
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Some of these will be found on the course Moodle site. The rest are available throgh the bookstore.

Truman Capote, In Cold Blood (1966)
Emily Dickinson, selected poems [Moodle]
Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave, Written by Himself
(1845) [Moodle]
Allen Ginsburg, "Howl" (1956) [Moodle] and Language poetry, selected poems [Moodle]
Nathaniel Hawthorne, The Scarlet Letter (1850)
Rachel Kushner, The Flamethrowers (2013) 
Herman Melville, Bartleby the Scrivener, Benito Cereno (1856)
Claudia Rankine, Citizen (2014) 
Edith Wharton, The Age of Innocence (1920)
Walt Whitman, Leaves of Grass (1855) [Moodle]

Recommended Resources

Course Evaluation and Development

We regularly revise and update this course, partly in response to student feedback and contributions.
Please feel free to make suggestions to the course authority.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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Academic Information 

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;
special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability;
and other essential academic information, see

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/

 

 

Image Credit

Title image: Liberty by Vianey, the creator of the Cool art Movement based in New York City.

The image file is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 International license.
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