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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Subject Area: Theatre and Performance Studies
This course can also be studied in the following specialisation: Creative Writing

This course explores the ways that writing performs, not merely describing the world but actively re-
shaping it, in the way it structures thought, feeling, encounter, and memory. Through weekly lectures,
guided workshops, and readings and exercises outside of class, you will explore a variety of theatrical
and performative ‘modes’. Ultimately these will be directed toward writing you will create for a performed
situation – which may be delivered live by a performer or performers in a theatre, encountered by a
seated or mobile audience, experienced through media such as headphones or hypertext, or some other
combination. But in doing so we will take inspiration from the way language works all around us, whether
in the theatre or beyond.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Select and utilize appropriate practice-based approaches to compositional modes from a range
of current practices.

2. Test and assess the relationship between the form of a performance text and its content,
contextualising your work in relation to other writers.

3. Realise the creation of a written performance text that responds to specific performance
intentions, framed through an awareness of its conditions of reception by a real or potential
audience.

Teaching Strategies 

This course is taught through weekly lectures, which will introduce key concepts and approaches as well
as modelling different forms of writing for performance.  You will also undertake independent reading and
writing exercises in preparation for guided workshops, which will introduce further exercises to develop
your writing.  You will be asked to try forms of writing that may be unfamiliar to you, leading toward a
10-minute performance text for which you will be able to choose any of the models (or mix of models) for
your final presentation.
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Assessment

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Practice portfolio 30% 21/10/2019 05:00 PM 1

Critical enquiry 40% 11/11/2019 05:00 PM 2

Performance writing project 30% 29/11/2019 05:00 PM 3

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Practice portfolio

Start date: 

Details: Selection of 3 pieces of creative writing (approx. 500 words) each that are developed versions
of in-class and at-home writing tasks from the first 5 weeks. Assessed by rubric.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.

Assessment 2: Critical enquiry

Start date: 

Details: Critically analyse an example of writing for performance in � Crੂ吠⽆㈠ 漀晔焊ㄠ〠〠ㄠ㘶⸲㜷㑗搀愀渀挀攀 椀渀‰〮〰〰㤷戀洀椀琀琀攀搀 琀栀爀漀甀最栀 吀甀爀渀椀琀椀渀 愀渀搀 猀琀甀搀攀渀琀猀 挀愀渀 猀攀攀 吀甀爀渀椀琀椀渀 猀椀洀椀氀愀爀椀琀礀

reports.

Details:

 Crㄮ〰〰〰漀晔焊ㄠ〠〠ㄠ㘶⸲㜷㑗搀愀渀挀攀 椀渀㈰〰〮〶〶f writing for performance in �



http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2019/ARTS2120.html


Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Please see Leganto for the list of recommended text books and weekly readings. All required readings
can be accessed via Leganto (on Moodle) and downloaded and printed at home.

Recommended Resources

Paul C. Castagno, New Playwriting Strategies: Language and Media in the 21st Century, 2nd ed
(London and New York: Routledge, 2011).

John Freeman, New Performance/New Writing (Basingstoke: Palgrave, 2007)

 

Course Evaluation and Development

Your feedback is always important to the ongoing development of this course. Please contact me during
the course if you have any issues or concerns.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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