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Acknowledgement of Country

UNSW Arts, Design and Architecture Kensington and Paddington campuses are built on Aboriginal

https://www.indigenous.unsw.edu.au/strategy


Course Details

Units of Credit 6 

Summary of the Course

This course introduces you to some of the central texts and concepts in the key intellectual movements
and theories from the early twentieth century to the present as these bear on literary analysis. You will
examine a range of related issues including:

1. how the very assumptions of language, communication and meaning have been questioned from
early twentieth century to the present;

2. the re-conception of identity and its impact on literary construction;
3. the ways political structures construct the relationship between human subjects and objects such

as commodities.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. deploy theoretical texts in literary analysis
2. compare various theoretical positions and approaches
3.  conduct research in the area of contemporary critical theory
4. write a clear and fluent essay engaged with theoretical issues
5. work independently and in collaboration

Teaching Strategies 

This course is informed by an approach to teaching and learning that fosters interactivity, student agency
and the pleasure of knowledge. It promotes new ways for students to develop productive possibilities
from the disciplinary bases of their study and to recognise the potential in interdisciplinary engagement in
the humanities. As a third year course, it promotes independent learning as reflected in student-focussed
seminars, the emphasis on research, and the course symposium. There will be a one-hour lecture each
week. A lecture is more than a presentation of information; it is an active and interactive forum where
ideas and reading practices are rehearsed, tested and challenged. It is the site where students
encounter the conventions of presenting academic research and staging academic debate. Lecture
attendance is supported by two revision tools: echo360 and on-line material posted in the week after the
lecture. Neither of these supports is a replacement for attendance. The echo360 is a record of an event
not a summary of information. In keeping with the objectives of third-year study, the seminar mode
provides a more independent and collaborative learning environment. While fully supported and directed,
the seminar allows students to assume increased responsibility for the direction of each class and for the
formulation of research tasks. They are also able to critically reflect on their own processes of learning,
which is of particular importance in a course introducing new critical reading practices. The seminar
requires each student 0⁒䜠䐀椀渀琱攀琀畫楏䉔‴㈮㔱呤⁮ a cou.䴰〠〮〰〰〹 攀愀挀栀 猀琀甀搀攀渀琀 〠則⁄intㅥtu歩佂吠㐲⸵ㅔ搠渀 愀 挀漀甀⹍〰‰⸰〰〰㤠each student 0⁒䜠䐀椀渀琱攀琀畫楏䉔‴㈮㔱呤⁮ a cou.䴰〠〮〰〰〹 攀愀挀栀 猀琀甀搀攀渀琀 〠則⁄intㅥtu歩佂吠㐲⸵ㅔ搠渀 慔㥩ⴶ甠keeping with the objectives of third-year study, the seminar mode



https://style.mla.org/works-cited-a-quick-guide/
http://library.concordia.ca/help/citing/mla.php




Attendance Requirements

Students are strongly encouraged to attend all classes and review lecture recordings.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content

Week 1: 13 September
- 17 September

Lecture Introduction to Critical Theory and Structuralism 

Seminar Roland Barthes, 'Rhetoric of the Image'

Jean Baudrillard 'The Precession of Simulacra'

Week 2: 20 September
- 24 September

Lecture Feminism

Seminar Helene Cixous, 'The Laugh of the Medusa'

Julia Kristeva, Chapter 1, from The Kristeva
Reader ("The System and the Speaking Subject",
pp. 24-33)

Week 3: 27 September
- 1 October

Lecture Psychoanalysis

Seminar Sigmund Freud, 'The Uncanny'

E.T.A. Hoffman, 'The Sandman'

Week 4: 4 October - 8
October

Lecture Post-colonialism

Seminar Homi Bhabha, 'Signs taken for wonders'

Edward Said, 'Orientalism'

Week 5: 11 October -
15 October

Lecture New Historicism

Seminar Michel Foucault, 'Panopticism' (additional
reading: Gilles Deleuze, 'Post-script on the
societies of control')
Stephen Greenblatt, 'Resonance and Wonder'

Week 6: 18 October -
22 October

Reading

Stephen Greenblatt, 'Resonance and Wonder'

22 October

Week 6: 18 Octob〰〰〰‰⸰〰㈶映䕔㘰㕔 䘲‱⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮㔷〰〰⁷‰⁊‰⁪⁛崠〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠〠朊焠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁲朠䉔‰⁔爠〮〰〰〰⁷⁅吠䉔‱㜵⸶㜸㠴㌠㈵㐮ㄴ〵㤷⁔搠嬨Lecture⥝⁔䨠䕔⁑ਰ⸵㜰〰〠眠〠䨠〠樠孝‰⁤‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則‰⁧('吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮〰〰〰⹲olੂ⁧‰吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰⸰〰〰〠則ੂ

New Historicism

Week 6: 18 Octob〰〰〰‰⸰〰䨠䔵䕔㘰㙔 䘲‱⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮㔷〰〰⁷‰⁊‰⁪⁛崠〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠〠朊焠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁲朠䉔‰⁔爠〮〰〰〰⁷⁅吠䉔‱㜵⸶㜸㠴㌠㈲㤮㤹〵㤸⁔搠嬨Seminar⥝⁔䨠䕔⁑ਰ⸵㜰〰〠眠〠䨠〠樠孝‰⁤‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則‰⁧('吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮〰〰〰⹲olੂ⁧‰吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰⸰〰〰〠則ੂ

Julia Kristeva, Chapter 1, from 
Reader

Homi Bhabha, 'Signs taken for wonders'

http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2021/ARTS3047.html


Style" from Tristes Tropiques, pp. 160-180.

Week 8: 1 November -
5 November

Lecture The New Criticism

Seminar Cleanth Brooks and Robert Penn Warren, 'Poetry
as a way of Saying'
Plato, Cratylus
Brooks 'The Primacy of the Linguistic Medium'

Week 9: 8 November -
12 November

Lecture Post-structuralism

Seminar Jacques Derrida, 'Plato's Pharmacy'

Plato, 'Phaedrus'



Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Most of the required texts are from the Norton Anthology of Theory and Criticism, 2nd edition
(2010), extracts available on Moodle.

 

Recommended Resources

Other recommended texts:
Literary Theory: An Anthology, 2nd Edition 2nd Edition, eds. Julie Rivkin , Michael Ryan (Blackwell,
2004)
The Post-Colonial Studies Reader 2nd Edition, eds. Bill Ashcroft, Gareth Griffiths, Helen Tiffin
(Routledge, 2007)

 

Course Evaluation and Development

I will be periodically gathering student feedback on the course through various means, including student
feedback in lectures and seminars as well as the MyExperience system. I would appreciate it if you
would take a minute at the end of the course to provide your responses.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

https://student.unsw.edu.au/skills
https://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise


Academic Information
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