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Course Overview

 Staff Contact Details 

 Convenors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Anthony Zwi a.zwi@unsw.edu.au Please email to

arrange time; place
course and issue in
subject heading.
Preferably Thursday
11h-12h

Room 25,
Ground floor,
Morven Brown
Building

0423696490

 Tutors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Kaira Canete k.canete@unsw.edu.au In hour before

seminars or by
arrangement

School Contact Information

School of Social Sciences

Room 159

Morven Brown C20

email: soss@unsw.edu.au

phone: 02 9385 1807
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Subject Area: Development Studies

You might not be able to change the world, but you can learn how diminish the negative impact of
natural disasters and conflict-induced emergencies.  From earthquakes to storms and refugee crises,
development actors around the world are working to respond to humanitarian emergence as effectively
as possible in order to assist vulnerable populations to find solutions to the emergency situations they
find themselves in.  As humanitarian emergencies are escalating in number and intensity, there is a
necessity to understand the complex environment humanitarian actors have to manoeuvre in and how to
develop effective response strategies. In this course you will be introduced to the complex nature of
natural disasters and conflict-induced emergencies, the basic requirements and strategies for effective
humanitarian response, and the actors that work in these settings and the diverse set of tools at their
disposal. You will be exposed to context-sensitive approaches and the ethnics of humanitarian practice.
In this course, you will have the opportunity to analyse and develop a simulated humanitarian emergency
and contribute individually and in teams to find the best solution.  This will allow you to actively practice
skills that you will need to succeed when working in humanitarian emergencies. 

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Synthesise, compare and utilise knowledge and strategies to work successfully in volatile
humanitarian contexts.

2. Demonstrate problem-solving and negotiation skills for working productively and effectively with a
diverse set of actors for positive humanitarian outcomes. 

3. Recognise and articulate ethical requirements intrinsic to humanitarian action    

Teaching Strategies 

The course has at its core a key case study with which your entire class will engage. Additional learning
activities will bring in other case studies, scenarios and contexts for humanitarian action. Teaching
strategies will emphasize you bringing your prior learning to the classroom, and team work in the co-
construction of knowledge. This replicates research and practice environments in Development Studies,
which is inter-disciplinary, and which explicitly includes multiple voices to produce actionable
knowledge(s). Your lectures will be interactive, and will include group work, individual reflection, and
critical reflection on content. Tutorials will provide an opportunity to refine your understanding of key
issues and concepts. There will be an emphasis on team work in the tutorials.
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Assessment



Length: 1500 words

Details: This """"Cluster response"""" builds on the first assessment and involves collaborative
groupwork. The assessment has a written and a speaking portion.Part A: The Cluster Plan (15% - 1,500
words): Based on situation brief, written group proposalon response options for humanitarian
scenario.Part B: In-Class Group Presentation (15%): During in-class exercise, groups will present
theirresponse proposals with other groups and give and receive peer feedback. It will simulate an
intersectoral meeting at which a range of humanitarian clusters will present their proposals.Students will
receive written feedback and a marked rubric within ten days of submission. The rubric will be available
at the start of semester to allow students to work towards clearly communicated standards.Generic
cohort feedback in class.

Additional details:

All students in the same group must submit the same group assignment. We will endeavour to provide
feedback so you can incorporate this into your group's participation in the intersectoral coordination
meeting scheduled for week 9 of the course.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.

Assessment 3: Lessons learned and reflective paper

Start date: 

Details: (1500 words): In this evaluation report students will reflect on the in-class simulation exercise
and group work, assessing what worked and did not and what they propose to do differently in the
future. They will have an opportunity to demonstrate depth of understanding and analysis in relation to at
least one key theme area covered by the course.This is the final assessment for the course. Students

meeting scheduled for week 9 of the course.

Turnitin setting: 



Attendance Requirements

This course builds around group engagement and shared learning. It is expected that you attend
seminars which will often have brief lecture inputs as well as structured activities. Classes may finish
early to allow time for groups to work together and share learning. You are also expected to participate
actively online so as to produce a constructive shared learning space. 

If you are not keen to put a lot of effort into this course, I would advise you not to take it. Rather take a
more traditional lecture and tutorial-based course that does not depend upon active learning and
engagement.

Course Schedule

http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2019/ARTS2755.html


Insights from key readings.

Introduction to groupwork context - division into
groups.

 

Typhoon Yolanda: context, needs, actors and
organisations, key challenges. Questions, answers,
readings.

 
Week 3: 4 March - 10
March

Seminar

readings.readings.





from how this went? What could your group do
better?

What did you learn about the role of others? 

Discussion and deepening insights within groups.
Consolidation of group learning. Focus on equity,
rights, culture, standards.

How do humanitarian organisations learn? What
can they do better and how do they drive such
learning?

What goes wrong and why?

Contributions from your reading and current



Resources

Prescribed Resources 

http://devpolicy.crawford.anu.edu.au/
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development
https://www.devex.com/news
http://www.oxfamblogs.org/fp2p/
http://www.odi.org/opinion
http://developmentdrums.org/
http://www.cgdev.org/section/opinions/blogs
http://blogs.worldbank.org/impactevaluations/
http://blogs.worldbank.org/africacan/
http://blog-imfdirect.imf.org/
http://www.york.ac.uk/media/politics/documents/resourcesyork/teaching/resources/Essay%20Writing%202009.pdf
http://www.york.ac.uk/media/politics/documents/resourcesyork/teaching/resources/Essay%20Writing%202009.pdf
http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/olib.html


Development Policy Review
Disasters
European Journal of Development Research
Gender and Development
Global Governance
International Organization
Journal of Development Studies
Journal of Human Development
Journal of International Development
Journal of Peasant Studies
Journal of Peacebuilding and Development
Oxford Development Studies
Progress in Development Studies
Third World Quarterly
World Development

Key Development Data Sources [great places to hang out]

GapMinder: http://www.gapminder.org/ - Hans Rosling’s amazing world of visualized

http://www.gapminder.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2017/feb/07/hans-rosling-obituary
http://www.economist.com/content/big-mac-index
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
http://data.worldbank.org/
http://go.worldbank.org/LOTTGBE9I0
http://hdr.undp.org/en/
https://www.wider.unu.edu/project/wiid-world-income-inequality-database
http://www.aiddata.org
http://www.ophi.org.uk/multidimensional-poverty-index/
http://www.oecd.org/gender/data/ 
http://datatopics.worldbank.org/gender/ 
https://sites.google.com/site/medevecon/development-economics/devecondata
http://www.mdgmonitor.org
http://www.imf.org/external/pubind.htm
http://www.oecd.org


http://www.visionofhumanity.org/#/page/indexes/global-peace-index

You will also benefit from becoming familiar with GoogleScholar (http://scholar.google.com) as a key
search engine for academic publications and reports. You can set up the preferences to link to the
UNSW Library even when you are not on campus.

Go to Google Scholar> settings> library links, and enter ‘University of New South Wales’ in the box for
“Library”: You can sign up for Table of Contents (TOC) Alerts from the homepages of relevant journals,
to receive an email whenever new articles are published in that journal. Journal websites will often carry
information on the most viewed and most cited articles; these are likely to be interesting and often
influential contributions. Google Scholar will also point you to articles that have cited a particular article
and hence will be related to the topic.

Prof. Zwi has a twitter account that is used for drawing attention also to relevant development debates,
podcasts, book reviews and publications. If you are on twitter,
follow https://twitter.com/HEARDatUNSW - also hashtags #DevStuds #GlobalDev #ARTS1705
#ARTS2755 #COMD5000 #COMD5001 #COMD5002 . There are also numerous valuable twitter lists on
@HEARDatUNSW related to development, human rights, humanitarian policy issues, INGOs,
development policy and related issues - check them out. You don't need to broadcast what you had for
breakfast to derive benefit from twitter... it's a useful source of up-to-date debates, critiques, resources,
jobs and opportunities [and yes, a lot of not so useful stuff too :-( ].

Course Evaluation and Development

Student feedback and insights have been taken vefry seriously and have greatly influenced both how the
course is structured and its content. The strengths of the course are structured around an in-depth case
study - but the class will cover a variety of other scenarios and offer opportunities for your own research
and exploration. It is up to you to open out additional areas of interest through your research and
contributions to discussion online and in class.

At all times we welcome constructive comments and critique of how better to organise and arrange our
classes - help shape our shared learning environment so that everybody benefits.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and/or progression of ideas of the original, and information without acknowledgement. This also
applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to
piecing together quotes and paraphrases into a new whole, without appropriate referencing.

Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Academic Information 

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;
special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability;
and other essential academic information, see

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/

 

 

Image Credit

Photo: Anthony Zwi - Calendar highlighting elements of "building back better" after Nepal earthquake in
2015. What else do you note in this photograph (whether or not you speak Nepali)?
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