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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Have you ever wondered how climate change affects the lives and livelihoods of the poorest people in
developing countries? This course exposes you to key themes in the climate change adaptation and
international development debate and enables you to critically understand the climate change and
development issues affecting the capacity and well-being of local communities in Australia and
developing countries. The course examines how local level responses to climate change are shaped by
multi-level climate governance processes, exposes inequities in adaptation responses to climate change
impacts, and explores how these adaptations can better respond to the needs of poor and
disadvantaged communities

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Identify and explain the range of concepts, policies and practice of climate change adaptation in
relation to development studies

2. Critically analyse climate change adaptation policy and practices in different contexts using case
studies

3. Propose pathways and options for reducing community vulnerability and enhancing resilience
4. Undertake critical social science research and analysis, independently and in a team

environment, and further develop research, interpersonal, communication and teamwork skills

Teaching Strategies 





Provide a critical review of concepts related to vulnerability to climate change and equitable
adaptation 

In developing an essay, you might like to employ one of the following strategies: a) involves the
application of material from one or more seminars and discussion modules of the course in exploring a





coastal settlements, and urbanisation.  You are advised to follow the following steps in planning your
policy/planning analysis report:

1. choose a thematic focus (such as gender, or poverty, slums) and a country/ region (such as
Bangladesh/ Nepal/ Australia).  This makes your topic something like this: Gender in climate
adaptation policy and planning in Bangladesh: a critical analysis. You can frame your topic for
your choice of region and theme in a similar way. 

2. collect and analyse data and organise your report according to the following outline: 

 

1. Introduction - say what you are going to say; define the objectives of your essay (~100 words).
You formulate a set of aims/objectives and structure the report according to the ideas you will
present. You may like to expand (not to repeat) the ideas and arguments presented in
Assignment 1.

2. General context of the region and the theme of your choice - provide general contextual
information, trends, issues related to the theme and regions and the nature of climate challenge
(~300 words)

3. The policy and planning dynamics ('playing field') - map out actors, policies, plans, including
their histories, how formulated, key highlights of the plans/policies (~800 words). The use of
relevant data tables, figures, maps and other evidence are helpful to develop and present the
case in a more convincing manner.

4. Analysis of the links between policy frameworks / plans (including the playing field) on the
adaptation practices (or in exacerbating vulnerability), including an analysis of challenges and
opportunities created by the policy/plans for fair and equitable adaptation (~200 words).

5. Conclusion - identify main points about how policy / planning have affected adaptation, and
what lessons can be learnt from the case/theme (~100 words)

6. Bibliography
7. Endnotes
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http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2019/COMD5004.html


Reading, preparation, and group work continue in
preparation for intensive day.

 
Week 5: 1 July - 5 July Intensive 4 July - NO CLASS but student groups work

together to prepare for the Intensive day on 6 July.

 

Intensive Day - 6 July 2019 (Saturday)

Time: 9.30-4.30pm 

Venue: Morven Brown G6

 

We examine key issues of climate change
adaptation in India. The intensive day is divided into
three parts. In the first, lecturer will provide a basic
introduction of the intensive day, re-iterating key
concepts and themes and providing a focus for the
intensive day. The second part will involve the
Student Learning group to finalise their
presentation. The third part is the sharing by these
groups which also include question and answer
sessions. The Day will conclude by a summary of
discussions.  

 

Themes for the Student Learning Groups for
presentation:

Theme 1) Poverty and climate change adaptation

Theme 2) Gender and climate adaptation 

Theme 3) Indigenous peoples and climate
adaptation 

Theme 4) NGOs and foreign aid in climate
adaptation

Theme 5) Local government planningand
policy for urban climate change adaptation 

 
Week 6: 8 July - 12 July Online Activity 11 July: 

No Class - Reflection / Reading week
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Reflection on the Intensive day; each student will
write a 300 words reflection and submit this
summary to krishna.shrestha@unsw.edu.auby
11.59pm, 12 July. No submission or late
submission will result in you being absent for this
seminar.

 

Essay due on 12 July, Friday by
11.59pm (submission online using turnitin)

Week 7: 15 July - 19 July Online Activity 18 July 

No Class - Online activity week(in lieu of Class 7)

mailto:krishna.shrestha@unsw.edu.au
mailto:krishna.shrestha@unsw.edu.au


4. Flooding and climate change
Week 10: 5 August - 9
August

Presentation 8 August:

 

Individual Presentation - 3

Topics: 

5. Community forestry and climate adaptation

6. Water security and climate change 

 

CASE ANALYSIS REPORT:Due: 11.59pm Friday,
9 Aug (50%)
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Week 1       INTRODUCTION

 

Introductory readings:





Birkmann, Jörn, and Korinna Teichman (2010). Integrating Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate Change
Adaptation: Key Challenges—Scales, Knowledge, and Norms.” Sustainability Science5 (2) 171–184.

 

Week 5        Community participation in adaptation to climate change

Arnstein, S. (1969), A ladder of citizen participation, Journal of American Institute of Planning, Vol.35,
No.4, pp.216-224.

Mahjabeen, Z. and Shrestha, K. K. (2011), Civic science, community participation and planning fro
knowledge-based development: analysis of Sydney Metropolitan Strategy, International Journal of
Knowledge-Based Development, Vol.2, No.4, pp.412-432.

Agrawal, A. and Gibson, C. (1999), Enchantment and Disenchantment: The Role of Community in
Natural Resource Conservation, World Development, vol.27, no.4, pp. 629-649.

Shrestha, K. K. and McManus, P. (2008), The politics of community participation in natural resource
management, lessons from community forestry in Nepal, Australian Forestry, Vol.71, No.2, pp.135-146.

Brett, E. (2003) ‘Participation and accountability in development management,’ Journal of Development
Studies, Vol. 40, No. 2, 2003, pp. 1-29.

Cornwall, A. (2008) ‘Unpacking ‘Participation’: models, meanings and practices’, Community
Development Journal, Vol., 43, pp. 269-283.

Innes, J. and Booher, D. (2004), Reframing Public Participation: Strategies for the 21st Century,
Planning Theory & Practice, vol. 5, no. 4, pp. 419–436.

 

Week 6             Adaptation Planning

Fussel, H.-M. (2007). "Adaptation planning for climate change: concepts, assessment approaches, and
key lessons." Sustainability Science 2(2): 265-275.

Few, R., K. Brown and E. L. Tompkins (2007). "Public participation and climate change adaptation:
avoiding the illusion of inclusion." Climate Policy 7(1): 46-59.

Burton, I., Huq, S., Lim, B., Pilifosova, O. & Schipper, E.L. (2002). From impacts assessment to
adaptation priorities: The shaping of adaptation policy. Climate Policy, 2,145-159.

Review of national climate change strategy documents, National Adaptation Plan of Action (NAPA), and
other grey / published literature available in the internet.

 

Week 7                    Public Policy in Climate change adaptation

Lim, Bo, Erika Spanger-Siegfried, Ian Burton, Elizabeth L Malone, and Saleemul Huq. 2009. “Adaptation
Policy Frameworks for Climate Change: Developing Strategies, Policies and Measures. UNDP and
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Cambridge University Press

Urwin, K. and A. Jordan (2008). "Does public policy support or undermine climate change adaptation?
Exploring policy interplay across different scales of governance." Global Environmental Change 18(1):
180-191.

Ingold, K. and F. Varone (2012). "Treating policy brokers seriously: Evidence from the climate policy."





Ojha, H.R., Paudel, N.S., Banjade, M.R., Mcdougall, C. & Cameron, J. (2010), The deliberative scientist:
integrating science and politics in forest resource governance in Nepal. In L. German, J.J. Ramisch & R.
Verma (eds.) Beyond the Biophysical: Knowledge, Culture, and Politics in Agriculture and Natural
Resource Management. Dordrecht, Hiedelberg, London and New York: Springer, 167-191.

Ojha, H and Andy Hall  (2012) Confronting Challenges in Applying Adaptive Collaborative Approaches:
Lessons from Practice, In: Ojha et al, Adaptive Collaborative Approaches to Natural Resource
Governance

Shrestha, K. K., Ojha, H. & Bhattarai, B. (



Washington, DC.

Burby, R. J. (ed.) (1998), 



Geis, D. E. and Arnold, C. (1987), Mexico City as seismic laboratory: a multinational team draws lessons
from the 1985 tragedy, Architecture, 76(7), pp.75–77.

Global Environment Facility (GEF) (2003), Responding to Climate Change, Generating Community
Benefits: A Review of Community Initiatives supported by the Global Environment Facility’s, Small
Grants Programme (SGP) 1992-2003, A summary of a review carried out by Ebrahimian E., Gitonga S.
and Tavera C.

Godschalk, D.R. (2003), Urban hazard mitigation: creating resilient cities, Natural Hazards Review, 4(3),
pp.136–143.

Grasso, M. (2007). A normative ethical framework in climate change. Climatic Change, 81, 223–246.

Gregory, J. M., Huybrecht, P. and Raper, S. C. (2004), Climatology: Threatened loss of the Greenland
ice-sheet, Nature, 428, p.616-

Hennessy, K., Fitzharris, B., Bates, B.C., Harvey, N., Howden, M., Hughes, L., Salinger, J., Warrick, R.,
Becken, S., Chambers, L., Coleman, T., Dunn., M., Green, D., Henderson, R., Hobday. A., Hoegh-
Guldberg, O., Kenny, G., King, D., Penny, G. and Woodruff, R. (2007): Chapter 11, Australia and New
Zealand. In: Climate Change 2007: Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability. Contribution of Working Group
II to the Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. Parry, M.L. ,
Canziani, O.F. , Palutikof, J.P. , van der Linden, P.J. and Hanson, C.E. (Eds), Cambridge University
Press, Cambridge, UK.

Hyde, R. A. (2000), Climate Responsive Design: A study of buildings in warm climates, E&FN Spon, UK.

IPCC Fourth Assessment Report (2007), Climate Change 2007 Synthesis Report, Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change.

Kainan, A., Ehsan, A. and Chowdhury, H. (2006), Final Report - Study on livelihood systems
assessment, vulnerable groups profiling and livelihood adaptation to climate hazard and long term
climate change in drought prone areas of NW Bangladesh,Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of
the United Nations and Department of Agricultural Extension, Bangladesh.

Kenny, M. and Meadowcroft, J. (eds.) (1999), Planning Sustainability, Routledge, London.

Layard, A., Davoudi, S. and Batty, S. (eds.) (2001), Planning for a Sustainable Future, Spon Press,
London.

McHarg, I. (1969), Design with Nature. Doubleday, New York.

Meadows, D. H., Meadows, D.L. and Randers, J. (1992), Beyond the Limits, Chelsea Green, New York.

Newman, P. (2004), Sustainability and global cities, Australian Planner, 41(4), pp. 27-.

Peters, A. and MacDonald, H. (2004), Unlocking the Census with GIS, ESRI Press, Richmond, CA.

Pizarro, R. E.,Blakely, E., DeeJ.A (2006), Urban Planning and Policy Faces Climate Change, Learning
from Urban Disasters: Planning for Resilient Cities,32(4), pp.400-412.

Pound, Barry, Sieglinde Snapp, Cynthia McDougall, and Ann Braun (2004). Managing Natural
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Resoruces for Sustainable Livelhoods: Uniting Science and Participation ”

Register, R. (1987), Ecocity Berkeley, North Atlantic, Berkeley.

Rignot, E. and Thomas, R.H. (2002), Mass balance of polar ice sheets, Science

http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/stern_review_report.htm


Geoforum

Asiapacific Viewpoint

Local Environment

Society and Natural Resources

Geographical Research

These and many other useful journals are available online through UNSW library.

You will benefit from becoming familiar with GoogleScholar (http://scholar.google.com) as a key search
engine for academic publications and reports. You can set up the preferences to link to the UNSW
Library even when you are not on campus. 

Go to Google Scholar> settings> library links, and enter ‘University of New South Wales’ in the box for
“Library”:

You can sign up for Table of Contents (TOC) Alerts from the homepages of relevant journals, to receive
an email whenever new articles are published in that journal. Journal websites will often carry
information on the most viewed and most cited articles; these are likely to be interesting and often
influential contributions. Google Scholar will also point you to articles that have cited a particular article
and hence will be related to the topic

Course Evaluation and Development

Student feedback is gathered periodically using, among other means, UNSW’s myExperience process.
Informal feedback and class-generated feedback are important. A brief survey will be conducted around
the middle of the semester to identify areas of student issues. Analysis of feedback will inform the
reasonable adjustment of course content and delivery where possible. Student feedback is taken
seriously, and continual improvements are made to the course based in part on such feedback. Changes
to the course will be introduced to subsequent cohorts of students taking the course.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Submission of Assessment Tasks



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and/or progression of ideas of the original, and information without acknowledgement. This also
applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to
piecing together quotes and paraphrases into a new whole, without appropriate referencing.

Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also
includes providing your work to another student before the due date, or for the purpose of them
plagiarising at any time, paying another person to perform an academic task, stealing or acquiring
another person’s academic work and copying it, offering to complete another person’s work or seeking
payment for completing academic work.

Inappropriate citation: Citing sources which have not been read, without acknowledging the "secondary"
source from which knowledge of them has been obtained.

Duplication ("self-plagiarism"): submitting your own work, in whole or in part, where it has previously
been prepared or submitted for another assessment or course at UNSW or another university.

Correct referencing practices:

Paraphrasing, summarising, essay writing and time management
Appropriate use of and attribution for a range of materials including text, images, formulae and
concepts.

㘹pl㌲ㅥr per慮in獰arr 灳楲捳猠ano汭anyons灥 soraphras漀l杰hr楮獰arons 愠wh桡nge ofork.



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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Academic Information 

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;
special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability;
and other essential academic information, see

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/

 

 

Image Credit

(Krishna Shrestha, 2018)
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