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POLS5131
Insurgency, Terrorism and Political Violence



Course Overview

 Staff Contact Details 

 Convenors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Srinjoy Bose s.bose@unsw.edu.au Tuesday, 14:00 to

16:00
Morven Brown,
Room 131

9385 2370

School Contact Information

School of Social Sciences

Room 159

Morven Brown C20

email: soss@unsw.edu.au

phone: 02 9385 1807
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

This course introduces you to the key concepts, unifying themes, trends, central actors and issues
(causes and strategic responses) in the study of insurgency and terrorism in the 20th and 21st
Centuries, but with an emphasis on the evolution of the phenomena since the end of the Cold War. In
doing so, the course reflects on some of the historical and more enduring forms of political
violence—asymmetric and irregular warfare—which draw attention to the underlying and fundamental
causes of rebellion/terrorism and responses to it. You will explore how non-state armed groups organise
themselves, extract resources, deploy violence, attract recruits, and both fight and negotiate with states.
You will also explore the nature and challenge of global terrorism across levels of analysis, focusing on
the responses and strategies of both non-state and state actors. This course utilises perspectives and
knowledge drawn from international relations, political science, history, terrorism and counter-insurgency
studies to examine, in a holistic manner, the phenomenon of contemporary political violence.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Critically examine key concepts and unifying themes in the tudy of insurgency, terrorism, and
political violence

2. Appraise key theoretical approaches to the study of insurgency, terrorism and political violence’
3. Analyse and evaluate central actors and issues (causes of terrorism and strategic responses to

terrorism) in the study of insurgency, terrorism, and political violence

Teaching Strategies 

This postgraduate course is taught through a weekly two-hour seminar, across ten weeks. There will
also be two online activities (in lieu of two additional face-to-face seminars). Assessments are designed
to allow you flexibility and choice, and you will be required to demonstrate engagement across course爀攀 琀栀攀 渀愀琀甀爀攀 愀渀搀 挀栊焠〮〰‰urse Learning Outcomes
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Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Seminar Presentation 20% Various 1,3

Critical Review Essay 30% 11/07/2019 11:30 PM 1,2

Research Essay 50% 15/08/2019 11:30 PM 1,2,3

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Seminar Presentation

Start date: Various

Length: 15-20 minutes

Details: 15-20 min class presentation and facilitation based on required and recommended readings.
You will present either on your own or as part of a pair.Students presenting in pairs will be marked
individually. You will recieve written feedback and a grade within 10 working days of your facilitation. 

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment

Assessment 2: Critical Review Essay

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 1500

Details: 1500 word critical review essay comparing and contrasting at least two different seminal texts
(drawn from the required readings and recommended readings lists) discussed in seminars.You will
recieve written feedback and a grade within 10 working days of your facilitation.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.

Assessment 3: Research Essay

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 3000

Details: 3000 word research essay.You will recieve written feedback and a grade within 10 working days
of your facilitation.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.
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Attendance Requirements

You are required to attend 80% of class contact hours (i.e. seminars and online learning activities) for
this course. Note that in addition to 10 face-to-face seminars you will also engage with 2 online learning
activities that will require the completion of some form of at-home / independent learning activity. This
means for the 12 face-to-face seminars and online activities, you are required to attend a minimum of
10 (you can miss upto only 2 seminars / online learning activities). Failure to attend 80% of seminars /
online learning activities will prohibit you from sitting the major essay for this course.

A student who arrives more than 15 minutes late may be penalised for non-attendance. If such a penalty
is imposed, the student must be informed verbally at the end of class and advised in writing within 24
hours. If a student experiences illness, misadventure or other occurrence that makes absence from a
seminar session / online activity unavoidable, or expects to be absent from a forthcoming
session/activity, they should seek permission from the Course Authority / Convenor, and where
applicable, their request should be accompanied by an original or certified copy of a medical certificate
or other form of appropriate evidence. A Course Authority / Convenor may excuse a student from
classes or activities for up to one month. However, they may assign additional and/or alternative tasks to
ensure compliance. A Course Authority / Convenor considering the granting of absence must be
satisfied a student will still be able to meet the course’s learning outcomes and/or volume of learning. A
student seeking approval to be absent for more than one month must apply in writing to the Dean and
provide all original or certified supporting documentation. For more information about the attendance
protocols in the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences: https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-
students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 3 June - 7 June Seminar The Politics of Naming and Labeling Violence

Seminar discussion questions
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Seminar questions and detailed week-by-week reading is made available on Moodle. All of the 'required'
readings are freely available through Moodle via Leganto; the rest can be accessed in hard copy through
the library or online. You will benefit from becoming familiar with GoogleScholar
(http://scholar.google.com) as a key search engine for academic publications and reports. You can set
up the preferences to link to the UNSW Library even when you are not on campus. Go to Google
Scholar> settings> library links, and enter ‘University of New South Wales’ in the box for “Library”: You
can sign up for Table of Contents (TOC) Alerts from the homepages of relevant journals, to receive an
email whenever new articles are published in that journal. Journal websites will often carry information
on the most viewed and most cited articles; these are likely to be interesting and often influential
contributions. Google Scholar will also point you to articles that have cited a particular article and hence
will be related to the topic.

Recommended Resources

Course Evaluation and Development

Student evaluative feedback is gathered periodically using, among other means, the University’s ‘Course
and Teaching Evaluation and Improvement’ (CATEI) process. Informal feedback and feedback specific
to individual tutorials and lectures are also important, and welcome. Student feedback is taken seriously
and continual enhancements are made to learning and teaching activities on the basis of student
feedback.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and/or progression of ideas of the original, and information without acknowledgement. This also
applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to
piecing together quotes and paraphrases into a new whole, without appropriate referencing.

Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also
includes providing your work to another student before the due date, or for the purpose of them
plagiarising at any time, paying another person to perform an academic task, stealing or acquiring
another person’s academic work and copying it, offering to complete another person’s work or seeking
payment for completing academic work.

Inappropriate citation: Citing sources which have not been read, without acknowledging the "secondary"
source from which knowledge of them has been obtained.



http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Academic Information 

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org
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