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Course Overview

 Staff Contact Details 

 Convenors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Anthony Zwi a.zwi@unsw.edu.au 9-10am Tuesdays;

pls email in
advance

Rm 120, 1st
Floor, Morven
Brown Building

+ 61423696
490

 Tutors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Tutor TBC a.zwi@unsw.edu.au Wednesday

tutorials and by
appointment

School Contact Information

School of Social Sciences

Room 159

Morven Brown C20

email: soss@unsw.edu.au

phone: 02 9385 1807
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Development is everywhere. Everyday, all over the world from small villages to entire regions, social,
political, and economic changes take place in the name of local and global development. Yet, what is
development and why does it matter? In this course we think of development as change; change driven
by particular ideas about what a good life should be. Communities all around the world are subject to
policies and projects that seek to change their lives for the better. Some succeed, some do not. Some
are designed locally, some are designed much further away. Some are the result of shared ideas about
what makes human life better while others are challenges to the way things are and call for dramatic
changes to society. In this course we explore what drives development interventions, the ways it impacts



This course is taught through lectures, tutorials, and structured online learning activities.
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Assessment

Additional details of the assessments, marking rubrics, and guidance will be provided in the second
lecture.

Assessment Tasks 

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Critical essay 50% 28/10/2024 11:00 PM 1,3,4

Key Concepts Test 20% 23/10/2023 11:00 PM 1,3

Reflective essay 30% 09/04/2020 11:00 PM 2,3,4

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Critical essay

Start date:



Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 800 words

Details: Assessment description: Students will write a short r〠吀㔠㜲㙝⁔䩩pn:癡 smen愀礠s⠰ words



http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2020/ARTS1750.html


Week 2: 24 February - 28
February

Lecture Lecture 2: Wellbeing, poverty and development:









Tutorial Lecture 9: Can "development" destroy
environments?

Revisiting concepts of development?
What is the "environment"
What do we mean by sustainability?
Current debates re climate change and
sustainable development
Australia's experience and performance

Week 11: 27 April - 28
April

Tutorial Discussion of lecture 10:

Bringing theory back: Is development necessarily a
neoliberal project?

Does development have a future? 
Development and the popular imagination
Current challenges and critiques
what does transformative development look
like?

 
Assessment Critical Essay

Students will argue a position in a critical essay on
a key issue in international development supported
by academic readings (up to 1500 words) aimed at
developing critical reflection and evidence-based
arguments. Wordcount excludes references.

Feedback Process: Students will receive Individual





http://devpolicy.crawford.anu.edu.au/
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development
https://www.devex.com/news
http://www.oxfamblogs.org/fp2p/
http://www.odi.org/opinion
https://unsw-my.sharepoint.com/personal/z3065131_ad_unsw_edu_au/Documents/ARTS1750%20T1%202020/Project%20Syndicate%20–%20http:/www.project-syndicate.org
http://developmentdrums.org/
http://www.cgdev.org/section/opinions/blogs
http://blogs.worldbank.org/impactevaluations/
http://blogs.worldbank.org/africacan/
http://blog-imfdirect.imf.org/


Journal of Peacebuilding and Development

Oxford Development Studies

Progress in Development Studies

Third World Quarterly

World Development

 

There are many others – if you find one you really like then sign up to receive regularly their Table of
Content alerts – they will email you when new articles are published; these might be of interest to you.

 

Key Development Data Sources [great places to hang out]:

 

GapMinder: http://www.gapminder.org/ - Hans Rosling’s amazing world of visualized development and
global health data [great videos, but also great data; he died a few years ago – see what they wrote
about him: https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2017/feb/07/hans-rosling-obituary

The Economist – Big Mac Index: http://www.economist.com/content/big-mac-index Sustainable
Development Goals: http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/

World Bank Data: http://data.worldbank.org/; your one-stop guide to all kinds of country-level information

World Bank’s World Development Reports http://go.worldbank.org/LOTTGBE9I0: influential, agenda-
setting annual publication, focused on a single issue each year.

UNDP’s Human Development Reports (http://hdr.undp.org/en/): Annual publication on the state of social
/economic development in the world. Excellent data visualization tools

World Income Inequality Database by the United Nation’s University: 
https://www.wider.unu.edu/project/wiid-world-income-inequality-database

AidData – open data for international development: http://www.aiddata.org

Oxford Poverty & Human Development Initiative (OPHI)’s Multidimensional Poverty Index: 
http://www.ophi.org.uk/multidimensional-poverty-index/; a new development index developed by the
Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative, now adopted by the United Nations Development
Program for integration into the annual Human Development Reports

 

General Data Portals:
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OECD: http://www.oecd.org/gender/data/ 

World Bank: http://datatopics.worldbank.org/gender/ 

MEDevEcon: https://sites.google.com/site/medevecon/development-economics/devecondata

- website links to a variety of datasets for empirical development economists, most of which are freely
accessible; great website to explore and learn if you are into data

UNDP’s Millennium Development Goals Monitor: http://www.mdgmonitor.org

IMF World Economic Outlook (WEO), Global Financial Stability Reports and Global Monitoring Reports: 
http://www.imf.org/external/pubind.htm

Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development: http://www.oecd.org; good source of
macroeconomic data on the OECD member states, as well as many analytical reports on salient
economic policy issues. Also check out their Development Assistance Committee (DAC) reports and
data on aid flows and trends.

Vision of Humanity Global Peace Index; a new way to look at development; 
http://www.visionofhumanity.org/#/page/indexes/global-peace-index

 

You will also benefit from becoming familiar with GoogleScholar (http://scholar.google.com ) as a key
search engine for academic publications and reports. You can set up the preferences to link to the
UNSW Library even when you are not on campus.

 

Go to Google Scholar> settings> library links, and enter ‘University of New South Wales’ in the box for
“Library”: You can sign up for Table of Contents (TOC) alerts from the homepages of relevant journals,
to receive an email whenever new articles are published in that journal. Journal websites will often carry
information on the most viewed and most cited articles; these are likely to be interesting and often
influential contributions. Google Scholar will also point you to articles that have cited a particular article
and hence will be related to the topic.

 

Prof. Zwi has a twitter account that is used for drawing attention also to relevant development debates,
podcasts, book reviews and publications. If you are on twitter, follow https://twitter.com/HEARDatUNSW 
- also hashtags #DevStuds #GlobalDev #ARTS1750 #COMD5000 #COMD5001 #COMD5002. There
are also numerous valuable twitter lists on @HEARDatUNSW related to development, human rights,
humanitarian policy and related issues - check them out. You don't need to broadcast what you had for
breakfast to derive benefit from twitter... it's a useful source of up-to-date debates, critiques, resources,
jobs and opportunities [and yes, a lot of not so useful stuff too :-( ].

 

Resources on writing well:
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Strunk, William and E. B. White, The Elements of Style (any edition!)

Leftwich, Adrian. 2004. Writing Essays: Some Guidance. 
http://www.york.ac.uk/media/politics/documents/resourcesyork/teaching/resources/Essay%20Wri 
ting%202009.pdf

Carroll, David L. 2000. A Manual of Writer's Tricks. Da Capo Press; 2nd edition

Provost, Gary. 1980. Make Every Word Count: A Guide to Writing That Works--For Fiction and
Nonfiction. Writer’s Digest Books; 1st edition.

UNSW’s Learning Centre (http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/olib.html) – use them, they have great resources!
This is for everybody as you can have them help you make it to the next level.

Course Evaluation and Development

[Briefly outline how student feedback (both formal and informal) on the course will be gathered, how it
will be analysed and how it will be acted upon to improve the student learning experience. For example,
you might discuss what was identified in past feedback and how this course was changed to address the
issue.]
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http://www.york.ac.uk/media/politics/documents/resourcesyork/teaching/resources/Essay%20Writing%202009.pdf
http://www.york.ac.uk/media/politics/documents/resourcesyork/teaching/resources/Essay%20Writing%202009.pdf
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org
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