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Course Overview

 Staff Contact Details 

 Convenors 

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Helen Pringle h.pringle@unsw.edu.au By appointment MB 142 93852346

School Contact Information

School of Social Sciences

Room 159



Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

This course introduces you to the institutions, practices and principles of representative democracy and
justice, within a comparative context. You will learn about the Australian constitutional framework, the
separation of powers and the judicial system, the ""unwritten constitution"" of governing conventions, and
human rights. You will come to appreciate Australian electoral systems and behaviour, as well as the
institutions of Prime Minister, Cabinet and political leadership. The course considers the role of political
parties, the media, and questions of citizenship in regard to sex and gender, race, and class. These
elements of Australian representative democracy, as well as the controversial issues that they cover, are
compared to their counterparts in other countries. This course is predicated on the assumption that
democracy is full of paradoxes and contradictions that need to be understood in order to change the
world.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. employ key concepts, principles, and theories in analysis of key institutions of representative
democracy

2. analyse the political system and political issues in Australia in comparison with their counterparts
in other representative democracies in light of leading theories of democracy and justice

3. develop structured and complex arguments that include (a) critical evaluation of concepts and
institutions and (b) addressing  research questions by relating concepts and institutions to
evidence in Australia and other countries

4. practise ethical scholarship and develop a commitment to the principles of academic integrity
appropriate to undergraduate study in politics

Teaching Strategies 

Rationale

This course is designed to give you a sound knowledge of central theories and practices required for
studies in political sciences. It will equip you with the primary communication, theory and research skills
to enable further research in politics and international relations. The course sets out to engage and
provoke discussion of modern politics in contemporary Australian and comparative settings. It does so
using lectures and tutorials.You will be required to actively participate in small and large group tasks,
and in writing assignments.

Teaching Strategies

 

Learning outcomes are addressed through a weekly format of a two-hour lecture and one-hour tutorial.
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Assessment

Students are expected to submit written work for the course in electronic form, via Turnitin in Moodle.
Please submit as a word file (that is, .doc or .docx, NOT .pdf). UNSW provides support for students in
using TurnItIn, at https://student.unsw.edu.au/turnitin-support. This webpage includes information on
how to generate and interpret originality reports in TurnItIn. Support is also available from the central
TurnItIn Help Center at http://turnitin.com/en_us/support/help-center.

A suggested template for the essay, and a marking rubric, will be supplied by the Course Coordinator. It
is the responsibility of students to keep a copy of their work in case of loss. Submitted work will be
marked and returned electronically, which enables feedback to be much more thorough (and legible). If
you have any difficulties with electronic submission, please see the Course Coordinator as soon as
possible.

The following Table sets out word limits and due dates for the various parts of assessment in the course,
at a glance.

 

Assessment
task
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https://student.unsw.edu.au/turnitin-support
http://turnitin.com/en_us/support/help-center




variation in the form of tutorials from week to week, and most students find that they are able to
participate effectively in small-group discussions in particular.

You might find it useful to keep a weekly diary and to draw on that as the basis of your final report on
your tutorial participation. Students will be advised of the marking criteria in the course guide and in
lectures. There will be opportunities throughout the semester to discuss their progress in class
discussion and to be provided a provisional assessment grade and comment.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.

Assessment 3: Essay

Start date: 

Details: You will write a research essay of 2500 words which addresses one of the topics discussed in
the lecture and tutorial program. This will enable assessment of acquired knowledge as well as feedback
on writing and research skills.You will receive individual written feedback and a numerical grade within
three weeks of submission. The feedback sheet/rubric will be available at the start of the course so
that you can work towards specified standards.This essay is the final assessment of the course.

Additional details:

An essay of around 2500 words must be submitted to the Turnitin essay box by 11.59pm on Wednesday
29 April. There is no hardcopy submission of the essay. You will not be penalised for going over the
word limit, but please remember that it is important to be succinct and to avoid being long-winded in all
written work. If the comments on your written work are not sufficiently helpful, we can of course discuss
your ideas and questions.

Essay questions are based on course topics, and a list of questions will be provided to students. You are
encouraged to use a specific topic or topics as the basis of your essay, or as case studies, or as
examples. Possible ways to approach the essay will be considered in greater detail in lectures and
tutorials. Students will receive individual written feedback and a numerical grade within two weeks of
submission. The feedback sheet/rubric will be available to students at the start of the course so that they
can work towards specified standards.

Essays submitted late will be penalised unless an extension has been granted on medical or
compassionate grounds, in advance of the due date. The pressure of other course work is not
acceptable as sufficient grounds for an extension. In making any request for an extension, be guided by
your own principled sense of fairness. The penalty for late submission without permission is 3% (of the
perfect mark) per day late (not including weekends). Late work will not be accepted once marked
assignments have been returned, whether an extension has been granted or not.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin
similarity reports.
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Attendance Requirements

Students are strongly encouraged to attend all classes and review lecture recordings.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 17 February - 21
February

General introduction: Orientation and
questions. The lecture in this week covers
organisational matters including the course outline,
objectives and organization. Assessment
requirements will be discussed in detail. Tutorial
times will be confirmed, and office hours
announced. The lecture also provides an overview
of the Australian political system and its principles. 
Tutorials begin in Week 1. Useful background
reading includes:

The Australian Constitution
‘Introduction to 21st-Century Australian
Politics’, chapter 1 of Australia Politics in the
Twenty-First Century: Old Institutions, New
Challenges ed. Glenn Gefford et al.
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
2018)

Week 2: 24 February - 28
February

The Australian constitutional framework:
Democracy and representation. The
lecture explains the structure and principles of the
Australian constitution, and the Westminster
system of responsibility. The various types of
parliamentary offices and procedures are explained
in relation to the Senate and the House as
representative (and democratic) institutions. The
lecture also explains their relation to various
theories of representation, including authorisation,
delegation, representation and the contestable idea
of ‘mandate’. You should be able to outline the
ways in which the Australian constitution distributes
power between the arms of government and limits
the overall power of government.

Alan Fenna, ‘The Australian System of
Government’, Chapter 2 of Government and
Politics in Australia 10th ed., ed. Alan
Fenna et al. (Sydney: Pearson Australia,
2013)
Stephen Harrington, ‘Australians Couldn’t
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Care Less about Politics? Really?’, The
Conversation 4 February 2016, 
https://theconversation.com/australians-coul
dnt-care-less-about-politics-really-53875

Week 3: 2 March - 6
March

Separation of powers and the judicial
system. The lecture outlines the ways in which
power is distributed between the arms of
government and how the judiciary limits the power
of parliament. The lecture considers whether
judicial review is consistent with democracy, and its
relation to parliamentary sovereignty and the will of
the people.

Ryan Turner, ‘The High Court of Australia
and Political Science: A Revised
Historiography and New Research Agenda’ 
Australian Journal of Political Science 50.2
(2015) 347-364
‘The Political Rulebook: The Australian
Constitution and the High Court’, chapter 5
of Australia Politics in the Twenty-First
Century: Old Institutions, New Challenges
ed. Glenn Gefford et al. (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2018

Week 4: 9 March - 13
March

The unwritten constitution: Conventions and
human rights. The lecture explores how
Australia’s written constitution operates in
conjunction with various conventions and customs.
The idea of an unwritten constitution is explored
through questions of responsibility. Although
Australia’s constitution does not include a ‘bill of
rights’, the High Court has upheld various
guarantees consistent with Australia’s international
obligations in regard to the UN structure of human
rights, and the lecture looks at the fabric of these
protections and how they relate to majoritarian rule.

John Summers, ‘Parliament and
Responsible Government’, Chapter 3 of 
Government and Politics in Australia 10th
ed., ed. Alan Fenna, Jane Robbins and
John Summers (Sydney: Pearson Australia,
2013)
Robert French, ‘Human Rights Protection in
Australia and the United Kingdom:
Contrasts and Comparisons’ Brief 42.2
(March 2015) 14-21

 

NB First online quiz this week!
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Week 5: 16 March - 20
March

Electoral systems and behaviour. The lecture



http://espace.library.uq.edu.au/view/UQ:135359


introduction to measures against sexual and other
forms of discrimination in Australia.

Jennifer Curtin, ‘Gender, Politics and the
Representation of Women’, Chapter 19 of 
Government and Politics in Australia 10th
ed., ed. Alan Fenna, Jane Robbins and
John Summers (Sydney: Pearson Australia,
2013)



https://theconversation.com/au/politics
http://www.google.com.au
http://scholar.google.com.au/schhp?hl=en
http://www.library.unsw.edu.au
http://www.aph.gov.au/
http://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/search/search.w3p;adv%3Dyes
http://www.aph.gov.au/library/
http://www.hcourt.gov.au


http://www.austlii.edu.au/
http://www.un.org/
http://www.google.com.au/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/
http://www.supremecourtus.gov/
http://www.oyez.org
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal
http://www.coe.int/en/
https://www.parliament.uk/
https://www.gov.scot/
https://gov.wales/?skip=1&lang=en
https://gov.wales/?skip=1&lang=en
https://www.northernireland.gov.uk/
http://www.library.unsw.edu.au/
https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-use-turnitin-within-moodle


and Teaching Evaluation and Improvement (CATEI) process. Student feedback on this course is
gathered through CATEI evaluations at the end of the course, and at any time students are welcome to
email or speak to the course convenor about questions or problems. It is sometimes the case that
students understand the significance of some of the problems considered only after the course is
formally completed, and students are also always welcome to contact the course convenor after classes
have finished, even many years after the course has ended. All feedback is carefully considered,
reflected upon, and used to evaluate and refine all aspects of the course.
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original
structure and/or progression of ideas of the original, and information without acknowledgement. This also
applies in presentations where someone paraphrases another’s ideas or words without credit and to
piecing together quotes and paraphrases into a new whole, without appropriate referencing.

Collusion: working with others but passing off the work as a person’s individual work. Collusion also
includes providing your work to another student before the due date, or for the purpose of them



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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