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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Melanie White melanie.white@unsw.edu.au by appointment Morven Brown

School Contact Information

School of Social Sciences

Room 159

Morven Brown C20

email: soss@unsw.edu.au

phone: 02 9385 1807
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Social Work

This is a 12 UOC Professional Practice Research Project course. You will enrol in a 6 uoc course in
each of two successive terms with a result reported by a single grade at the end of the second 6 uoc
course. In this course, SOCF5110 Professional Practice Research Project, you will commence and work
towards an independent research project with a topic directly related to your professional practice
knowledge in Counselling Social Work, Couple and Family Therapy, or Social Development. Topic
approval is required by the relevant Masters Coursework Program Coordinator. Project report word
length is 12,000-14,000 words, and variation within this range is to be negotiated with the Supervisor
according to the specific requirements of the research project and its methodology.

Note: Application forms to undertake this course are available from the relevant Program Coordinator
and must be lodged for consideration by the end of the teaching period preceding the start of the
research project.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Design, develop, and report on a research project related to social work and/or counselling
theory or practice.

2. Review the literature on a research topic related to social work and/or counselling theory or
practice.

3. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of a core area of social work and/or counselling
theory and practice.

Teaching Strategies 

In this final post-graduate course, you are expected to undertake independent research in the completion
of your project. Academic supervision will provide an environment for student consultation in the
planning and completion of the project. In completing this course there is an expectation that you will use
an analytical approach to your work, and show the ability to apply theory and to think critically. Evidence
of this must be provided in the final project report, which is produced at the relevant due date in the
course SOCF5111 Professional Practice Research Project B (the associated course to this course).  You
are responsible for the pace and progress of their research, and for raising with the Supervisor and/or
Coordinator any challenges or difficulties with your learning. Supervision will be spaced over the term,
with opportunities for progressive feedback and negotiated milestone tasks.
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Students will be allocated a supervisor

Recommended Resources

Recommended Resources:

1. Bryman, A. (2012). Social research methods (4th ed.). Oxford, England: Oxford University.

2. Sprenkle, D.H. & Piercy, F.P. (eds) (2005). Research Methods in Family Therapy, Guilford Press:

New York. This publication can be purchased on-line by accessing the following URL:



International Journal of Social Welfare

Evaluation Review Journal of Applied Research International Journal of Social Research Methodology

http://www.aft.org.uk/training/research.asp


British Journal of Social Work, 31, 57-79.



Corby, B. (2006). Applying research in social work practice. Maidenhead: Open University. Grinnell, R.
M. (Ed.) (1988). Social work research and evaluation. Itasca: FE Peacock.

Marlow, C. R. (2005). Research methods for generalist social work. Belmont: Brooks/Cole. Neuman, W.
L. & Kreuger, L. W. (2003). Social work research methods: Qualitative and quantitative applications.
Boston: Pearson Education.

Royse, D. (2004). Research methods in social work (4th ed.). Pacific Grove: Brooks/Cole. Sarantakos,
S. (2005). Social research (3rd ed.). London: Macmillan.

Walter, M. (Ed.) (2006). Social research methods: an Australian perspective. South Melbourne: Oxford

Recommended online materials and other useful sources

1. Society for Social Work and Research - http://www.sswr.org/
2. Evidence Based Practice in Health Care - http://www.biomed.lib.umn.edu/learn/ebp/
3. The Family Therapy and Systemic Research Centre – http://www.uel-ftsrc.org/
4. Social Research Association www.the-sra.org.uk
5. Quantitative Research Design http://www.experiment-resources.com/quantitative-research-

design.html 
6. Evidence Based Practice in Health Care - http://www.biomed.lib.umn.edu/learn/ebp
7. Program Evaluation and Design - http://managementhelp.org/evaluatn/fnl_eval.htm

It may be useful to review the following meta-review about family therapy outcome research: Review of
family, couples and systemic therapy outcome research 2000-2009 by Peter Stratton, Emma Silver,
Natasha Nascimento, Gwen Powell, Liz McDonnell & Ewa Novotny is available at: 
http://www.aft.org.uk/training/research.asp

Course Evaluation and Development

Course evaluation and development will be informed by student feedback through UNSW My
Experience. 
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the
source or using quotation marks. This also applies to images, art and design projects, as well as
presentations where someone presents another’s ideas or words without credit.

Inappropriate paraphrasing: Changing a few words and phrases while mostly retaining the original



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;

http://www.tcpdf.org

	Staff Contact Details

