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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors



Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

This course is an introduction to sociological and anthropological perspectives on the nature of the
social. You will consider questions such as: What is the social? What is the relation between the
individual and society? How is the social lived and experienced? How do we understand the everyday?
You will examine the social as idea, concept and experience through themes such as biography and
selfhood, identity and difference, power and freedom, nature and culture, and state and nation. On
completion of the course, you will have a general understanding of the key concepts underpinning
sociological and anthropological perspectives on the study of social life. The course will provide many
opportunities to reflect on the relevance of these themes for other disciplines of study. 

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Explain key issues in debates about the category of the social in sociology and anthropology.
2. Distinguish between different conceptions of the social in sociology and anthropology.
3. Apply sociological perspectives to lived experience.
4. Use skills associated with scholarly inquiry including those related to critical analysis, argument

and written expression.

Teaching Strategies 

Rationale:

This course is based on the following principles:

1. To create an intellectually stimulating space for students that rewards active engagement with
challenging concepts

2. To read primary texts without the use of secondary sources, commentaries or digested
summaries.

3. To foster dialogue in and out of class between students, and with their teachers in order to create
a communit ⽆㈠ㄱ⸰は⸀吀栀椀猀9.

4.



tutorial in Week 2 or 3. 



Assessment

Attendance Policy

In this course you are expected to attend at least 80% of classes. Roll will be taken in tutorials.

Assessment Tasks

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Workbook 60% 8 March (Weeks 2 & 3); 26
April (Weeks 4 to 10)

1, 2, 3

Essay 40% 30/04/2021 11:59 PM 2, 3, 4

Assessment Details

Assessment 1: Workbook

Length: Approximately 400-500 words per week

Details:

Students will prepare written entries of 1-2 pages on the assigned readings. Their work will be submitted
and assessed periodically through the term.

Feedback:  Written comments and graded against a criteria sheet.

Additional details:

You will submit your workbook entries for Weeks 2 and 3 on 8 March 2021 for graded feedback.  

You will submit entries for Weeks 4, 5, 7, and 8 on 26 April 2021 for graded feedback.

 

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.

Assessment 2: Essay

Length: 1000 words

Details:

Students will write an essay (1000 words) that identifies 1-2 critical learning moments they experienced
in the course. These experiences will be discussed explicitly in relation to course content in order to
demonstrate an understanding of key concepts.
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Additional details:

The essay is due on 30 April 2021 at 11:59 p.m.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.
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Attendance Requirements

Students are strongly encouraged to attend all classes and review lecture recordings.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 15 February - 19
February

Lecture Introduction (February 16)

This class will introduce the course, identify some
of its main questions and themes. We will discuss
the course aims and its organisation.

We are social creatures, but what in fact does this
mean?  And ‘who’, or indeed ‘what’, makes up this
‘we’?  These are two basic questions that will form
the building blocks of our discussion over the next
few weeks.  We will begin by identifying, and
challenging some pre-conceived ideas about the
social and society in order to determine what ‘we’
migh〰〰〵呦樠孝‰†浝‰‰⸰〴㤹⸲㌸〰〠㐴㠮〹〵㠷⁔搠嬨challenging some pre-conceived ideas about the⥝⁔䨠䕔⁑ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮㔷〰〰⁷‰⁊‰⁛崠〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠〠朊焠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰朠䉔‰⁔爠〮〰〰㔷㉤攰〠〮〰㤰‴㐸⸰㤰ふㄮ㠴〵㠶⁔摥ek2㤹⸲㌸〰〠enging some pre-conceived ideas about the

Introduction Introduction 

http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2021/ARTS1870.html


your reading pack (available from the UNSW
bookshop or online via Moodle):  Mitchell Duneier
(1999) 'When you gotta go' Pp. 173-187
in Sidewalk. New York: Farrar, Strauss and Giroux;

2) Complete the online activity on the Moodle site.
Week 2: 22 February - 26
February

Lecture The Sociological Imagination (February 23)

C. Wright Mills (1916-1962) was an American
sociologist.  His book The Sociological Imagination
is a classic text in sociological thinking. It is one of
those rare books that can stand up to contemporary
scrutiny. It also has the honour of being the first
reading of choice for introduction to sociology
courses across the English-speaking world. (And
this course is no exception!) It serves as a
provocation to sociological thinkers to return to
what ‘matters’ in the study of social life.  It
introduces a perspective, namely a ‘sociological
imagination’, to analyse the complex relations
between individual and society, private troubles and
public issues.

Reading C. Wright Mills (2000[1959]) ‘The Promise’ Pp. 3-15
in The Sociological Imagination. Oxford: Oxford
University Press.

Tutorial Tutorial - Week 2 Lecture and Reading Content

We will address any administrative questions you
might have. We will discuss the lecture and the
readings, and in so doing, we will try to build on
themes from this week and last week. 

Online Activity See Moodle for details.
Homework After tutorial this week, complete

your after-class workbook entry to conclude Week
2.

After your tutorial, take some time to reflect on what
you’ve learned from C. Wright Mills and Mitchell
Duneier.  Does Mills’ perspective stand up under
your scrutiny?  How does he help us to reflect on
the nature of the ‘social’?  Does Duneier give you
some examples of the relationship between ‘private
troubles’ and ‘public issues’?  Return to your
workbook, and re-read your previous entry.  Reflect
on your entry, and add any new insights.  Avoid
deleting your previous work if you find that you
disagree with what you have already written.
Remember that your workbook is a living document
– in other words, there is no definite ‘right’ or
‘wrong’ answer.  Your workbook should change and
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evolve as your thinking does.

Prepare your before-class workbook entry in
advance of Week 3's Lecture.

You might consider how Durkheim’s understanding
of the ‘social’ differs from ‘psychological’ or
‘biological’ understandings of the social? How does
he define or understand the study of sociology?  Is
it ‘philosophical’ or ‘scientific’ in its approach?
Reflect on these questions, and write your
reflections in your workbook.  You might also try to
make some connections (and identify possible
sources of disagreement) between Durkheim,
Duneier and Mills if you can.

Week 3: 1 March - 5
March

Lecture Social Facts and Social Bonds (March 2)

Émile Durkheim (1858-1917) is widely considered
to be one of the key founders of the discipline of
Sociology. He inaugurated the first official chair in
Sociology at the Sorbonne in Paris, France.  One of
his contributions to the discipline of Sociology is a
robust defence of society as a ‘reality sui generis’







might have. We will discuss the lecture and the
readings, and in so doing, we will try to build on
themes from this week and last week. 

Homework After tutorial this week, complete
your after-class workbook entry to conclude Week
5.

Reflect on what you have 䕔⁂吰⸸〰〰〠攀⁅吠䉔〮㠰〰〰 䕔⁂吰⸸〰〰〠攀⁅吠䉔〮㠰〰〰 䕔⁂吰⸸〰〰〠攀⁅吠䉔〮㠰〰〰 䕔⁂吰⸸〰〰〠攀⁅吠䉔〮㠰〰〮㠰〲眠〲〰〰〠則‰㠰ぷ〰〰朠䉔‰⁔爠〮〰〰〰⁷⁅吠䉔′㤹⸲㌸〰〠㜴〮㌴〵㘹⁔搠嬨readings, and in so doing, we will try to build on⥝⁔䨠䕔⁑㘲㜰⁔映䔱⸰〰〰〰〰‰⸰づ〰ぴ焠〮ち⸰〰〰ぢ〰で⸰〰の⸰〰〰〠〠䨰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰朠〰朠〰〰〠〮は〠䨠〠橲䉔‰⁔爠〮〰〰〰⁷⁅吠䉔′㤹⸲㌸〰〠㜴〮㌴〵㘹⁔搠嬨readings, and in so doing, we will try to build on⥝⁔䨠䕔⁑㘱㐮ㅛ崠㠰〰〠眠〰〠則‰ਰ〰〰〠則†䨰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮〰〰〰‰⸰の則†䨰〰げ䜠〠朊焠〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮ぷ‰⁊‰䉔‰⁔爠〮〰〰〰⁷⁅吠䉔′㤹⸲㌸〰〠㜴〮㌴〵㘹⁔搠嬨readings, and in so doing, we will try to build on⥝⁔䨠䕔⁑㘰‰⁊‰㠱⸰〰〰〠呦〠呦⁅吊〰げ䜠〠朊焠ば〠呦⁶〮は〰〰〰〰〰⁒䜠〠朊〮〠搠つ吊〰お‰†朊煮〰〰⁛崠〠摳〮㔷〰〰‰⁷䉔‰⁔爠〮〰〰〰⁷⁅吠䉔′㤹⸲㌸〰〠㜴〮㌴〵㘹⁔搠嬨readings, and in so doing, we will try to build on⥝⁔䨠䕔⁑㔸⁛崠㠰〰‰⸰〰〰⁛嵢〰〰び‰⸰〰〰ぴ〰〰〰〠〮〰げ䜠〠朊焠の〰〰⁛嵴㠰ふ㔷〰〰‰‰⁊‰䉔‰⁔爠〮〰〰〰⁷⁅吠䉔′㤹⸲㌸〰〠㜴〮㌴〵㘹⁔搠嬨readings, and in so doing, we will try to build on⥝⁔䨠䕔⁑㔷〰⁔映㠴⸰〰〰〠呦†攀⁅吠䉔ど朠び〠眠〠䨠〠樠孝‰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則‰〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠牧⁂吠〠呲‰⸰〠㜴〮㌴〵ਊ渀Reflect on what you have 䕔⁂吰⸸〰〰〠攀⁅吠䉔〮㠰〰〰 䕔⁂吰⸸〰〰〠攀⁅吠䉔〮㠰㔴㔮ㄵ㔵㠠‰〰〰ぐ〠呦⁰ち⸰〰〰げ䜠〠朊焠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰朠䉔‰⁔爠〮〰〰〰⁷⁅吠䉔″㈳⸶㤱〰〠㘹㘮㘹〵㜳⁔搠嬨after-class ⥝⁔䨠䕔⁑ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜊〮㔷〰〰⁷‰㘵⸸㜶〮㠰㔴㔮ㄵ㔵㠠‰〰〰ぢ呦†敯〠呦〰⁒䜠〠朊〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰朠䉔‰⁔爠〮〰〰〰⁷⁅吠䉔″㠱⸷㜱〰〠㘹㘮㘹〵㜳⁔搠嬨workbook entry to conclude Week⥝⁔䨠䕔⁑ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊〮㔴㌰〠吷〮㠰㔴㔮ㄵ㔵㠠‰〰〰〠〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠〠朊煩朠䉔‰⁔爠〮〰〰〰⁷⁅吠䉔′㤹⸲㌸〰〠㜲㘮㔹〵㜰⁔搠嬨themes from this week and last week. ⥝⁔䨠䕔⁑ਰ⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰㔳ㄮ呦‵㠸〰‰⸰〰つ⁶ち‰⸰づ〠‰⸳⸰〰〰朠⸰〷'‰‰⁌〰〰〰‰⸰〰〠眠〠䨠〠樠孝‰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則‰ⰰ〰〰〠牧㽱‰攀攀欀‰〰攀砰䨠⸰〰〰〠献〰挠牧‰漰⁔浧ੱ‰⸰〰䴰䕔〰〰〠ᥱ⁂吠〠呲‰⸰〰〰〠眠䕔⁂吠㈹㤮㈳㠰〰‷㐰⸳㐰㔶㤠呤⁛⠀爀攀愀搀椀渀最猀Ⰰ 愀渀搀 椀渀 猀漀 搀漀椀渀最Ⰰ 眀攀 眀椀氀氀 琀爀礀 琀漀 戀甀椀氀搀 漀温崠告⁅吠儴㉩ng.孝‵㤵〰〠睯Ⰰ 眀攀 睧ੱ‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠牧⁂吠〠呲‰⸰〠㜴〮㌴〵ਲ਼㐹㑂吰〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〰⁔映 䕔⁂吰椠牧‰猰⁷‰⁊‰⁛崠〠搠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰⁒䜠〠朊焠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰朠䉔‰⁔爠〮〰‷㐰⸳㐰㔊੮⥝⁔䨠䕔⁑㔵㘮㜰㐵㠠ਵ㔰⸳〮〰〰〵㘮㜰㐵㠠〰㔰〰⁷‰‰ੱ‰摇椮㌮昰⸰〰〰〠到⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠牧⁂吠〠吷㐰⸳㐰㔶㤠呤⁛⠀爀攀愀搀椀渀最猀Ⰰ 愀渀搀 椀渀 猀漀 搀漀椀渀最Ⰰ 眀攀 眀椀氀氀 琀爀礀 琀漀 戀甀椀氀搀 漀温崠告⁅吠儴㐸⹛崠㔹㔰〰⁷‰攀砰䨠⸰〰〰〠献〰〠猠孝㠰〰〰挠〠朊⸰⸰丸〰眰Ⱐ孝㠰〰〰ਰ⸵㜰〰〠眠挠牧‰猰椰‰⸰牂吠〠呲‰⸰〰〰〠眠䕔⁂吠㈹㤮㈳㠰〰‷㐰⸳㐰㔶㤠呤⁛⠀爀攀愀搀椀渀最猀Ⰰ 愀渀搀 椀渀 猀漀 搀漀椀渀最Ⰰ 眀攀 眀椀氀氀 琀爀礀 琀漀 戀甀椀氀搀 漀温崠告⁅吠儴㌵⸱㔵㔹㝤‰⸰〰〰栰〰〠栰〰〠〮則ੱ〠渰⁒䜠〮㌮〰〠猠孝洰䨠ੱ‰〰⸰‰ੱ‰渰〰〠㼰〰呇ੱ‰〰⸰渮〰焰〰攰〠ᥱ†ጠ孝‰‰漰⁊‰牂吠〠呲‰⸰〰〰〠眠䕔⁂吠㈹㤮㈳㠰〰‷㐰⸳㐰㔶㤠呤⁛⠀爀攀愀搀椀渀最猀Ⰰ 愀渀搀 椀渀 猀漀 搀漀椀渀最Ⰰ 眀攀 眀椀氀氀 琀爀礀 琀漀 戀甀椀氀搀 漀温崠告⁅吠儴㜶⹔映㔹‰⸰〰〰〠〮搠〠眠〠攀⁅吠䉔〮愮〰〰〰猰⸰〰〰‰⸰〰挰〰〰〠氠祒䜠挠牧‰猰則‰畔⁂吰‰㈰〰眰〰祧ਰ⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠牧⁂吠〠吷㐰⸳㐰㔶㤠呤⁛⠀爀攀愀搀椀渀最猀Ⰰ 愀渀搀 椀渀 猀漀 搀漀椀渀最Ⰰ 眀攀 眀椀氀氀 琀爀礀 琀漀 戀甀椀氀搀 漀温崠告⁅吠儴㘲⸶㔵㔹㐰〰⁷‰⁊‰吠䉔〮㠰〰〰搰䉔〮㠰〰〰牂吠〠呲‰⸰〰〰〠眠䕔⁂吠㈹㤮㈳㠰〰‷㐰⸳㐰㔶㤠呤⁛⠀爀攀愀搀椀渀最猀Ⰰ 愀渀搀 椀渀 猀漀 搀漀椀渀最Ⰰ 眀攀 眀椀氀氀 琀爀礀 琀漀 戀甀椀氀搀 漀温崠告⁅吠儴㤰⸱㔵㔹ㄠ〰〰〰扔漠樠祒䜠〠猠孝爰〰 䕔⁂吰〰〰〰‰⸰〰挰〰〰〠删ᠰ‰⸰挰‰渰⁒䜠〠扇ੱ‰〰⸰‰ੱ‰〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠牧⁂吠〠呲‰⸰〰〰〠眠䕔⁂吠㈹㤮㈳㠰〰‶㔵⸴㐰㔷㘠呤⁛⠀刀攀昀氀攀挀琀 漀渀 眀栀愀琀 礀漀甀 栀愀瘀攀⁅吠䉔〮㠰〰〰 䕔⁂吰⸸〰〰〠攀⁅吠䉔〮㠰〰〰 䕔⁂吰⸸〵〳⹛崠㔹〠䉔〮㠰〰〰䕔ਰ〰䴰䕔〰〰〠ᥱ‰⸰愮〰吰椠捥 䕔眠〠䨠〠樠孝則〠〰〰⸰‰ੱ〠〰〰⸰‰ੱ〰〰ਮ䉔‰⁔爠〮〰〰〰⁷⁅吠䉔′㤹⸲㌸〰〠㘸㈮㤴〵㜴⁔搠嬨5.⥝⁔䨠䕔⁑ਰ⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則ਰ⸰〰〰〠〮〰〰〰‰⸰〰〰〠則ੂ吠⽆㈠ㄱ⸰〰〰〠呦⁅吊䉔 䘲‱ㄮ〰〴ㅪ⁛崠〰〠呦⁅呉〠〮〰⁒䝩⸳⸠朊煲⁅吠䈠朊煲⸰〰〰〠〠䨠〠樠孝‰⁷‰⁊‰⁛嵲〰〠攀⁅吠䉔〮㠰‰⸳⸳‰ੱ







We will address any administrative questions you
might have. We will discuss the lecture and the
readings, and in so doing, we will try to build on
themes from this week and last week. 

Week 10: 19 April - 23
April

Lecture CONCLUSION: Humans & Non-Humans (April
20)

Jim Johnson is the pseudonym adopted by Bruno
Latour (b. 1947) who is a French Sociologist.  This
article considers the sociality of non-humans, and is
a provocative challenge to a mainstream sociology
that focuses almost entirely on human sociality. 
The non-human in question is an ‘automatic door
closer’ – and in his discussion, Johnson/Latour
explores some of the ways that humans and non-
humans are implicated in intrinsically social
relationships.  Latour adopts the pseudonym as a
response to a request made by the Editors of the
American journal Social Problems that he remove
locations and place names in the article because –
in his words – ‘no American sociologist is willing to
read things that refer to specific places and times
which are not American’ (Johnson 1988:304).  [And
who says sociologists and anthropologists don’t
have a sense of humor?]

Reading Jim Johnson [a.k.a. Bruno Latour] (1988) “Mixing
Humans and Nonhumans Together:  The Sociology
of a Door-Closer” Social Problems 35(3): 298-310
(Excerpts).

 
Tutorial Week 10 Lecture and Reading Content

We will discuss lecture themes and the reading for 
Week 10.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Haustuere_in_Vanta%C4%8Di%C4%87i_bei_Malinska_auf_der_Insel_Krk_mit_Blumen.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Haustuere_in_Vanta%C4%8Di%C4%87i_bei_Malinska_auf_der_Insel_Krk_mit_Blumen.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Usien
http://www.tcpdf.org
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