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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Anthony Zwi a.zwi@unsw.edu.au Please email to

arrange a time to
discuss; place
course code and
issue in subject
heading. Monday
11:00-12:00 or
Thursday
14h00-15h00

Room 120,
First Floor,
Morven Brown
Bldg

+610423696
490

School Contact Information

School of Social Sciences

Room 159

Morven Brown C20

email: soss@unsw.edu.au

phone: 02 9385 1807
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course



Group work including group presentation and group report - a key element of this course will include
group work concerning engagement with an NGO working in real time to contribute to international
development. The group will research an issue together, present to the class and NGO, and submit a
report reflecting their insights and guidance. Group work skills are essential to working in development
settings. An intensive day will allow consolidation of groupwork skills and interaction.

Paper critique facilitates critical analysis of a published paper. This provides insights into the peer-review
process and how journal articles get published as well as building competence in examining and
critiquing different types of journal articles. Focusing on recently published papers also helps students
see how the field is developing and what issues are being discussed. Students prepare a critical
summary that brings in other literature and provides insights into whether others in the class should
prioritise the paper in their further reading and research activities.

Independent learning exercises - some activities will be uploaded to the Moodle site and students will be
encouraged to view, respond and critique these in their own time, with a view to sharing their insights
online. The course draws on numerous films and videos and students also gain insights into how to
critically view these materials. 
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A report by groups of 4-6 students focusing on a specific topic relating to real-time challenges facing a
specified NGO. No more than 4000 words (written by whole group) including a two page Executive
Summary. Written feedback within 10 working days. 

This, along with a presentation to communicate the group findings and insights, is a major group activity.



http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2021/COMD5000.html






Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Prescribed Resources
This Course draws on a wide range of resources and you are encouraged to become familiar with and
explore them.  These range from formal texts to peer-reviewed articles to organisational reports and
evaluations to blogs and other forms of media.  The main site for identifying relevant materials is via
Moodle and Leganto using the course Moodle page. I will do my best to direct you to a smaller number
of must read items but will also be highlighting a wide range of other materials, including podcasts and
films.  I expect that you will engage with this and find the sorts of materials that will help you learn - for
each person this is likely to be different.

I like listening to podcasts and viewing films and videoa or streaming audiobooks - hopefully you do too! 
If not there's more than enough to read and think about.  I'm expecting you will share your insights and
viewpoints with each other - I know there is a lot of experience and different perspectives within our
class. 



interest, your learning, and your consideration.  I hope that those of you venture into these spaces will

http://devpolicy.crawford.anu.edu.au/
http://www.theguardian.com/global-development
https://www.devex.com/news
http://www.oxfamblogs.org/fp2p/
http://www.odi.org/opinion
https://unsw-my.sharepoint.com/personal/z3065131_ad_unsw_edu_au/Documents/ARTS1750%20T1%202020/Project%20Syndicate%20–%20http:/www.project-syndicate.org
http://developmentdrums.org/
http://www.cgdev.org/section/opinions/blogs
http://blogs.worldbank.org/impactevaluations/
http://blogs.worldbank.org/africacan/
http://blog-imfdirect.imf.org/


http://www.gapminder.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2017/feb/07/hans-rosling-obituary
http://www.economist.com/content/big-mac-index
http://unstats.un.org/sdgs/
http://data.worldbank.org/
http://go.worldbank.org/LOTTGBE9I0
http://hdr.undp.org/en/
https://www.wider.unu.edu/project/wiid-world-income-inequality-database


AidData – open data for international development: http://www.aiddata.org

Oxford Poverty & Human Development Initiative (OPHI)’s Multidimensional Poverty Index: 
http://www.ophi.org.uk/multidimensional-poverty-index/; a new development index developed by the
Oxford Poverty and Human Development Initiative, now adopted by the United Nations Development
Program for integration into the annual Human Development Reports

 

General Data Portals:

OECD: http://www.oecd.org/gender/data/ 

World Bank: http://datatopics.worldbank.org/gender/ 

MEDevEcon: https://sites.google.com/site/medevecon/development-economics/devecondata

- website links to a variety of datasets for empirical development economists, most of which are freely
accessible; great website to explore and learn if you are into data

UNDP’s Millennium Development Goals Monitor: http://www.mdgmonitor.org

IMF World Economic Outlook (WEO), Global Financial Stability Reports and Global Monitoring Reports: 
http://www.imf.org/external/pubind.htm

Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development: http://www.oecd.org; good source of
macroeconomic data on the OECD member states, as well as many analytical reports on salient
economic policy issues. Also check out their Development Assistance Committee (DAC) reports and
data on aid flows and trends.

Vision of Humanity Global Peace Index; a new way to look at development; 
http://www.visionofhumanity.org/#/page/indexes/global-peace-index

 

You will also benefit from becoming familiar with GoogleScholar (http://scholar.google.com ) as a key
search engine for academic publications and reports. You can set up the preferences to link to the
UNSW Library even when you are not on campus.

Go to Google Scholar> settings> library links, and enter ‘University of New South Wales’ in the box for
“Library”: You can sign up for Table of Contents (TOC) alerts from the homepages of relevant journals,
to receive an email whenever new articles are published in that journal. Journal websites will often carry
information on the most viewed and most cited articles; these are likely to be interesting and often
influential contributions. Google Scholar will also point you to articles that have cited a particular article
and hence will be related to the topic.

 

I have a twitter account that I use for drawing attention to relevant development debates, podcasts, book
reviews and publications. Sometimes I offer my own opinions. [I rarely describe what I had for
breakfast...]  If you are on twitter, follow https://twitter.com/HEARDatUNSW - also hashtags #DevStuds
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http://www.york.ac.uk/media/politics/documents/resourcesyork/teaching/resources/Essay%20Writing%202009.pdf
http://www.york.ac.uk/media/politics/documents/resourcesyork/teaching/resources/Essay%20Writing%202009.pdf
http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/olib.html


Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org

	Staff Contact Details

