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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Deborah Barros
Leal Farias

deborahblf@unsw.edu.au By appointment Room 135
Morven Brown
Building

School Contact Information

School of Social Sciences

Room 159

Morven Brown C20

email: soss@unsw.edu.au

phone: 02 9385 1807
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

Examines different and competing perspectives on international relations; analyses the key structures
and processes of global politics and explores selected current issues. The course provides an
examination of theoretical traditions in International Relations, and a survey of the historical evolution of
the global system. It also examines the role of the nation-state, the nature of conflict in contemporary
world politics, global governance, the global economy, the importance of identity in world politics, human
rights, and globalization.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Summarise and explain the main theoretical approaches in International Relations
2. Analyse the roles of major actors in global politics
3. Critically evaluate the key structures and processes of the global system
4. Evaluate the impact of globalisation on world politics

Teaching Strategies 

Rationale:

This is a compulsory course in the MA (International Relations) degree program at UNSW. As a
graduate level course it is marked by raising certain issues at the outset such as approaches,
perspectives, sources and analysis which may arise at the undergraduate level but not explicitly and in
such depth. It does so through an introduction to ways of thinking about International Relations, analysis
of key structures and processes of global politics and examination of selected current issues.

In accordance with UNSW Learning and Teaching guidelines, as a course designed at the MA level this
course is intended both to supplement existing knowledge and experience and also to develop expertise
in the analysis of global politics. The course is based on the assumption that you have an active role to
play in the learning process and are active participants in the production of knowledge, whether you
have prior knowledge or experience of these issues or not. Thus the course actively engages student
involvement through independent reading, class participation and the preparation and presentation of
written work. The three assessment modes, an Essay Plan, an Annotated Bibliography, and a Research
Essay, are designed to enable you to reflect on your understanding of the subject matter and to
contextualise the course content in relation to the overall degree program. The seminar discussions will
provide a structured environment in which you can explore your opinions, challenge current beliefs and
develop new conceptual tools and understandings.

The study of global politics is directly linked to developments in the world of diplomacy and foreign
affairs. This course seeks to develop your critical analysis and communication skills and provide
structured learning about global politics so that you may apply the knowledge gained directly to present
and future careers in business, the public sector and the non-government sector. The course is designed
to contribute to an inclusive curriculum in the study of International Relations.

Teaching Strategies:

This course is designed as a seminar in order to meet the learning outcomes identified above. A seminar
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can be defined as a class conducted though discussion as opposed to a lecture. For each seminar I will
present a briefing to introduce the week's topic and main themes and frame the readings and discussion
for that topic. This will be followed by a structured discussion of the topic, in both small groups and as a
class.

The seminars will provide you with the opportunity to engage in structured discussion of the various
weekly topics. The aim of the seminar discussion is to enable you to develop your understanding of the
readings and to exchange ideas with others. An emphasis will be placed on student-led learning and
discussion, and it is expected that all students will actively contribute to group and class discussions.
You will also be expected to engage in independent study, using the reading lists provided, and have
prepared prior to each seminar by completing the required readings and as many of the recommended
readings as possible.

Thus the seminar format will provide a detailed introduction to key ideas and issues, facilitate critical
thinking and develop analytical skills. The issues we will be discussing are contested, and it is hoped that
you will use the opportunity provided in the seminars to debate your ideas.
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Assessment

You are welcome to arrange a meeting with me to discuss your ideas, plan and draft. I will not, however,

https://student.unsw.edu.au/harvard-referencing
https://student.unsw.edu.au/support-referencing-assignments
https://student.unsw.edu.au/support-referencing-assignments
https://student.unsw.edu.au/plagiarism
https://socialsciences.arts.unsw.edu.au/students/resources/policies-guidelines/


All assessments must be submitted electronically only, through the relevant assessment TurnItIn portal
in Moodle. There is no hard copy submission required. Please ensure that your name and student ID
number are on every page of your submission. You are not required to attach a cover sheet to
electronically submitted assessments. When you submit an assessment at UNSW, you are
acknowledging that you have understood and abided by the University requirements in the preparation of
that assessment item, in respect of student academic misconduct outlined in the Student Code Policy
and Student Misconduct Procedures, both of which are available at: https://student.unsw.edu.au/conduct
.

 

You are also declaring that the assessment item is your own work, except where acknowledged,
and has not been submitted for academic credit previously in whole or in part.

 

In addition, you submit the assessment in the knowledge that:

1. the course convenor may provide a copy of the assignment to another staff for the purposes of
assessment or evaluation; and

2. a copy of this assessment item will be retained in the TurnItIn database and may be used in
evaluations of originality.

 

https://student.unsw.edu.au/conduct
https://socialsciences.arts.unsw.edu.au/students/resources/policies-guidelines/
https://socialsciences.arts.unsw.edu.au/students/resources/policies-guidelines/


at https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-use-turnitin-within-moodle. Please access this page to learn how to
retrieve grades and comments on your assignment.

 

ASSESSMENT TASK

FEEDBACK DATE

Essay Plan: 14 March

https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-use-turnitin-within-moodle


something you find interesting. If you are truly lost, talk to me ASAP.

Format: 500 words (+ 10% tolerance; every 5% above or below will be penalized with a 3% grade
deduction).
Feedback: Students will receive written feedback and a numerical grade within one week of
completion.

 

Make sure you provide:



 

For this part of the assignment, you should research and identify AT LEAST four academic- peer
reviewed journal articles that will inform your arguments in your research paper and create a
bibliography of those sources. These sources should not be drawn from the ‘Required reading’ list in
the course outline. For further information on what constitutes a peer-reviewed journal article, see
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/c.php?g=100219&p=649273

 

You should then annotate the bibliography with a few lines about why you have chosen each source,
what you hope to draw from it, how it fits with the rest of the literature with which you engage and so on.

 

http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/onlib/annotated_bib.html


will be available to students at the start of the course so that they can work towards specified standards.

Additional details:

3. Research paper – 50% – 2,500 Words – 02 May

 

Research papers should demonstrate that you have engaged with the themes and issues raised in the
course and that you are able to construct a persuasive and well-evidenced argument in relation to one or
more of these themes or issues.

 

You will be assessed on your ability to demonstrate research skills (the ability to provide accurate and
detailed information about your chosen case study), on synthesis and persuasive argument (in bringing
together ideas and data from several sources), on quality of presentation (including accurate
referencing) and on the clarity of your writing. You will have to make reference to further readings.
References to the core texts alone will not be sufficient to pass this assessment. 

 

To write a good research paper:

Explain in the introduction the context of the question, your basic argument and how the paper
will proceed step by step (the structure).
Signpost the structure throughout the paper, indicating the logical progression from paragraph to
paragraph and section to section (so linking sentences at the ends of paragraphs and sections
are important).
Provide persuasive analysis of evidence in support of your argument.

http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/onlib/ref.html


reports.
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https://socialsciences.arts.unsw.edu.au/students/resources/policies-guidelines/
http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2021/POLS5120.html


Timetable 

Date Type Content
Week 1: 15 February - 19
February

Seminar Week 1 (17/Feb) Global politics: the basics

 

In this class, we will engage in a broad overview of
what these terms (e.g. origin in academic literature,
different interpretations, importance for ‘real’ life)
and discuss who are key actors in studies of global
politics. The main goal is to provide the basic
foundations for the study of global politics,
globalization and global governance – in theory and
practice.

 

Seminar Questions:

1. What are the challenges of talking about 
global politics as opposed to international
politics?

2. What separate domestic/international/global
politics? In what ways the concepts of 
global and international 1) overlap and 2)
are different from one another.

 

Required Readings:

Weiss, Thomas G, Wilkinson, Rorden and
Unset (2014) Rethinking global
governance? Complexity, authority, power,







Liberalism:





society, 12(4), 687-718.



Marxist and Critical Approaches:

Devetak, Richard, Anthony Burke and Jim
George (eds.) (2012) An Introduction to
International Relations, 





International Systems in World History:
Remaking the Study of International
Relations (Oxford: Oxford University Press).
Jackson, Robert (1999) “Sovereignty in
World Politics: A Glance at the Conceptual
and Historical Landscape” Political
Studies 47(3): 431-56.
Sofer, Sasson (2009) “The Prominence of
Historical Demarcations: Westphalia and
the New World Order” Diplomacy &
Statecraft 20(1): 1–19.
Suzuki, Shogo (2005) “Japan’s Socialisation
into Janus-Faced European International
Society” European Journal of International
Relations 11(1): 137-16.
Watson, Adam (1992) The Evolution of
International Society (London: Routledge):
135-277.

Sovereignty and the State: 



its end has also ushered in major structural change.
Indeed, several scholars have suggested that the
end of the Cold War has ushered in the ‘End of
History or a ‘New World Order’. These claims will
be assessed in the seminar.

 

Seminar Questions:

1. How did the Cold War shape





granting of independence to the colonies
subsequently led to the emergence of the ‘Third
World’ or the ‘Global South’. Many of the effects of
colonialism and decolonisation are therefore still felt
today in the context of issues relating to
international development, economic inequalities
between states and the phenomena of so-called
failed states. In exploring this topic, we will also
consider both the English School concept of an
‘international society’ and post-colonial approaches
to global politics and their claim that the discipline
of IR, like international society itself, retains an
inherent Eurocentrism.  

 

Seminar Questions:

1. How significant was decolonisation in the
evolution of international society?

2. What is the legacy of European
colonialism? Is it still significant for
international society today?

3. What does postcolonial theory add to our
analyses of global politics? Why is it
important?

 

Required Readings:





Week 8: 5 April - 9 April Seminar Week 8 (07 April): International Law & Global
Governance





2. Which voices have been and/or remain left
out of debates on global economy? What
kinds of impact can this have on
policymaking?

3. What are some of the global implications of
contemporary financial crises? How do
these crises effect diverse actors (e.g.
states, organizations, individuals,
communities) in different ways?

 

Required Readings:

Ikenberry, G. J. (2018). The end of liberal
international order?. International
Affairs, 94(1), 7-23.
Cooper, A.F. and Thakur, R., 2018. The
BRICS in the evolving architecture of global
governance. In International Organization
and Global Governance (pp. 283-298).
Routledge.
If you are ‘new’ to IR: Devetak et al,
chapters 25 & 26 (pp. 371-398)





Centres and New Power Brokers: Are They
Shaping A New Economic Order?” 
International Affairs 84(3): 485–498

 

www.imf.org, www.worldbank.org, 
www.wto.org  
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Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Reading and resources

The Reading Guide for each topic below is divided into two sections – Required Reading and 
Recommended Reading:

All required readings are available through Leganto.



Students may also find the following websites and journals useful:

 

Websites Journals

http://www.amnesty.org
http://www.dfat.gov.au/globalissues
http://www.un.org
http://www.brookings.edu
http://www.cfr.org
http://www.globalpolicy.org
http://www.hrw.org
http://www.lowyinstitute.org
http://www.aspi.org
http://elise.library.unsw.edu.au/home/welcome.html


 

You will benefit from becoming familiar with GoogleScholar (http://scholar.google.com) as a key search
engine for academic publications and reports. You can set up the preferences to link to the UNSW
Library even when you are not on campus. Go to Google Scholar> settings> library links, and enter
‘University of New South Wales’ in the box for “Library”:

 

You can sign up for Table of Contents (TOC) Alerts from the homepages of relevant journals, to receive
an email whenever new articles are published in that journal. Journal websites will often carry
information on the most viewed and most cited articles; these are likely to be interesting and often
influential contributions. Google Scholar will also point you to articles that have cited a particular article
and hence will be related to the topic.

 

 
 

Recommended Resources

Course Evaluation and Development

Student evaluative feedback is gathered periodically. Informal feedback and feedback specific to a
particularly seminar topic will be welcomed and encouraged during the semester. Student feedback is
taken seriously and continual enhancements are made to learning and teaching activities on the basis of
student feedback. For example, and as a direct result of student feedback, the submission times of
assessments takes into consideration the needs of students who have full time employment.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to





understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org

	Staff Contact Details

