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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Abner Poon w.poon@unsw.edu.au Wednesday 10.30 -

11am, Monday 12 -
1pm

Room 169,
Morven Brown
Building

93850685

Lecturers

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Jane Mowll j.mowll@unsw.edu.au 9385 0650

Tutors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Bani Aadam b.aadam@unsw.edu.au
Prasheela Karan p.karan@unsw.edu.au

School Contact Information

School of Social Sciences

Room 159

Morven Brown C20

email: soss@unsw.edu.au

phone: 02 9385 1807



Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

This course focuses on connections between social work practice and research by looking at evidence-
based practice (EBP) and practice-based research. You will learn the process of conducting research,
and various potentials and limitations of EBP in social work. This course also provides you with
opportunities to extend your understanding of different research methodologies; obtain skills and
knowledge related to the research process; learn the importance of conducting research well-grounded
in practice; and to understand ethical and political issues related to social work research. These skills
and knowledge will facilitate your learning in other courses, field practicum, and future professional
practice.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Identify the importance of research in social work and roles of social workers in research
2. Critically assess research manuscripts
3. Articulate research methods that are appropriate to the research questions
4. Demonstrate skills to perform tasks required at various stages of research
5. Explain the relationship between research evidence and practice

Teaching Strategies 

In accordance with UNSW Learning and Teaching Guidelines, this course aims to engage you in an
active learning environment. This course values class discussion as a critical learning method and you
are expected to participate actively during lectures and tutorials. To learn about key concepts, issues
and techniques of research, you are expected to contribute to fellow students by bringing your own
experience, by relating them to social work values and knowledge, and by thinking critically.

Lectures

Lectures involve power-point presentations addressing the course text, other supplementary readings,
and examples of social work research. Students will learn about key concepts, issues, and techniques of
research. In order to maximize the benefit of lectures, students are encouraged to ask questions and
participate in group discussions during lectures. 

Tutorials

Tutorials involve small and large group discussions and skill-building activities. Group discussions and
skill-building exercises are designed to enhance understanding of class materials and to practice skills
covered in lectures and reading assignments. The group project assignment is also discussed during the
tutorial sessions. It should be noted that participation is not the same as attendance. The crucial element
to good tutorials is having all members of the class read the readings and attended the lectures.

Moodle

This course will use Moodle to assist teaching and learning activities.
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Assessment

The specific requirements of each assessment task and their associated assessment criteria, expected
performance standards and marking rubrics are provided in a separate document in
Moodle. Assessments should be referenced in accordance with the School of Social Sciences
Referencing Guide, available
at https://socialsciences.arts.unsw.edu.au/students/resources/policies-guidelines/. 

Assessment Tasks

Assessment task Weight Due Date Student Learning
Outcomes Assessed

Literature review protocol 20% Not Applicable

https://socialsciences.arts.unsw.edu.au/students/resources/policies-guidelines/


feedback sheet/rubric will be available to students at the start of the course so that they can work
towards specified standards.

Additional details:

Students attending WEB tutorial classes will have a different assessment task. Information will be
provided in Moodle.

Turnitin setting: This is not a Turnitin assignment

Assessment 3: Project description and reflection report

Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 1500

Details:

Students will write a report describing the project and their reflection.

Students will receive written feedback and a numerical grade within 10 working days of submission. The
feedback sheet/rubric will be available to students at the start of the course so that they can work
towards specified standards. 

 

Additional details:

Students attending WEB tutorial classes will have a different assessment task. Information will be
provided in Moodle.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.
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http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2021/SOCW4011.html


article will be used for class discussion. It will
be uploaded in Moodle. 

Small group discussion on project.

Web classes: Students are expected to read two
articles before attending their class. The articles will
be used for class discussion. They will be uploaded
in Moodle.

Week 5: 15 March - 19
March

Lecture Quantitative Methodology

Understanding the quantitative research process
and feasibility of the experimental method in
practice settings. Conducting and evaluating
experimental (such as quasi and RCT) studies in
practice. Examples of practice informed research.

Tutorial Quantitative research review.

Face-to-face classes: Students are expected to
read an article before attending their class. The
article will be used for class discussion. It will
be uploaded in Moodle. 

Small group discussion on project.

Web classes: Students are expected to read two
articles before attending their class. The articles will
be used for class discussion. They will be uploaded
in Moodle.

Week 6: 22 March - 26
March

Lecture No lecture. No tutorial.

Week 7: 29 March - 2
April

Lecture Mixed Methods and Outcome Evaluation for Social
Work Practice – how do we know if an intervention
is effective? How do we assess worker and clients’
perceptions of ‘what works’, ‘for whom’ and ‘under
what circumstances’? Examples of outcome
evaluation studies.

Tutorial Face-to-face classes: Small group discussion on
project.

Web classes: Students are expected to read two
articles before attending their class. The articles will
be used for class discussion. They will be uploaded
in Moodle. Class discussion on assignments 2 and
3.

Week 8: 5 April - 9 April Lecture Collaborative/participatory approaches to research

Action research and ethnography. Ensuring
participation of practitioners and service users is
genuine. Examples of practice informed research
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projects. 
Week 9: 12 April - 16
April

Lecture



Resources

Prescribed Resources 

Webber, M. (2015). Applying Research Evidence in Social Work Practice. UK: Palgrave Macmillan.

Recommended Resources

Course Evaluation and Development

The MyExperience responses form the basis of SOCW4011 ongoing course development. Informal
evaluations undertaken by tutors in previous years provides important information for re-shaping course
content and assessments. Based on the feedback from last year’s cohort, SOCW4011 has
reoriented the content to more directly address the ways in which practitioner wisdom, client
preference and existing research combine together to inform evidence informed practice. In
addition, assessments have been changed to better suit the needs of students entering either of the
Honours streams – SOCW4016 Social Work Honours Advanced Practice Portfolio and SOCW4015
Social Work Honours Research Thesis.
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

UNSW groups plagiarism into the following categories:

Copying: using the same or very similar words to the original text or idea without acknowledging the



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW
be aware of plagiarism, copyright, UNSW Student Code of Conduct and Acceptable Use of
UNSW ICT Resources Policy
be aware of the standards of behaviour expected of everyone in the UNSW community
locate services and information about UNSW and UNSW Library

Some of these areas will be familiar to you, others will be new. Gaining a solid understanding of all the
related aspects of ELISE will help you make the most of your studies at UNSW. 
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise
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