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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Fengshi Wu fengshi.wu@unsw.edu.au by appointment 133 Morven

Brown Bldg
9385-3619

School Contact Information

School of Social Sciences

Room 159

Morven Brown C20

email: soss@unsw.edu.au

phone: 02 9385 1807
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Course Details

Credit Points 6 

Summary of the Course

What is qualitative research and how is it carried out to address questions concerning political and social
life? What are the methods and methodologies that have been developed in and across Politics and
International Relations to allow researchers to ask questions, and make claims, about the ‘political’ and
the ‘social’ world? Through the analysis of key scholarly texts centred on pressing global issues, you will
be introduced to a range of qualitative methods deployed in political science, and often adapted from
other disciplinary contexts. You will ask how these inform and shape research practice in and across
Politics and International Relations, using particular examples of qualitative research to think through
philosophical, political and economic dilemmas, such as peace and conflict, economic crisis, global
social justice and environmental protection. You will be challenged to evaluate the strengths and
limitations of particular qualitative methods for certain tasks, and to reflect on the appropriateness of
particular methods for the investigation of pressing political and social problems. You will design a
qualitative research project with the knowledge learned from the course and discuss the challenges and
solutions of the research during weekly seminars.

Course Learning Outcomes

1.



The design of the teaching mode and contact hours reflect both a commitment to face to face teaching
and engagement with various aspects of blended learning, as outlined in the UNSW 2025 Strategy
Theme A2: Educational Excellence.
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Assessment



Start date: Not Applicable

Length: 2000

Details:

Completion of the UNSW human research ethics form (Length 1500 to 2000 words)

Managing risk and ethics-related issues is a critical part of qualitative research in social and political
sciences. Students will complete the necessary human research ethics forms and approval
requirements. Different forms are required according to the level of risk. A decision on the appropriate
forms to complete is part of the assessment task.

Written feedback, including a rubric and numerical grade, will be provided within two weeks of
submission. Students will be provided with guidelines on assessment expectations, made available
through the course's LMS.

Turnitin setting: This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students can see Turnitin similarity
reports.

ARTS2852 Term 2, 2021 published at 17-05-2021 // © University of New South Wales, 2021
6



http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2021/ARTS2852.html


Resources

Prescribed Resources 

All resources are available via course Moodle page.

Recommended Resources

Not available

Course Evaluation and Development
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many



understand your rights and responsibilities as a student at UNSW

http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/aboutelise


Academic Information

For essential student information relating to:

requests for extension;
late submissions guidelines;
review of marks;
UNSW Health and Safety policies;
examination procedures;
special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
student equity and disability;
and other essential academic information, see

https://www.arts.unsw.edu.au/current-students/academic-information/protocols-guidelines/
http://www.tcpdf.org
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