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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone

Diana Perche diana.perche@unsw.edu.au Please email to
arrange an
appointment

Morven
Brown, Level
1, Room 138

Contact via
Teams

School Contact Information

School of Social Sciences

Room 159

Morven Brown C20

email: soss@unsw.edu.au

phone: 02 9385 1807
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Acknowledgement of Country

https://www.indigenous.unsw.edu.au/strategy


Course Details

Units of Credit 6 

Summary of the Course

This course examines the mechanisms used to hold policy makers accountable in a democratic system,
including administrative law, judicial review, ombudsmen, auditors-general, parliamentary committees,
anti-corruption commissions, freedom of information and whistleblower protections. The course explores
different theoretical approaches to accountability and responsibility and applies these to current debates
in the Australian context, as well as internationally. The course will also critically assess the reach of
accountability mechanisms in the light of recent changes to government service delivery, including
outsourcing, contestability and public private partnerships, and consider responsibility and integrity in the
context of multi-level governance.

Course Learning Outcomes

1. Explain the core concepts of responsibility and accountability and their role within democratic
policy-making.

2. Investigate the role and processes of the key accountability mechanisms at work in the Australian
political system.

3. Apply theories of responsibility and accountability to real-world cases in contemporary Australian
policy-making.

4. Evaluate the effectiveness of accountability mechanisms with respect to the marketisation of
government service delivery and the shift to governance.

5. Critically engage with current debates about democratic responsibility, accountability,
participation, and redress in the policy process.

Teaching Strategies 

This course will provide students with a historical understanding of the development of the doctrine of
responsible government, with accountability mechanisms based in the Westminster parliamentary
system, cabinet government and judicial review of the executive. They will become familiar with the
various integrity agencies and other accountability mechanisms that are used in the Australian system
today (such as the ombudsman, the auditor-general, freedom of information, administrative law, anti-





Assessment length: 3000 words
Submission notes: Submit via Turnitin
Due date: 10/08/2022 11:59 PM

For the research essay, you will be asked to apply theories of accountability and responsibility to a
specific real-world case study. Details on the essay question will be posted on Moodle. Word limit 3000
words. You will receive written feedback within 2 weeks of submission.

This assignment is submitted through Turnitin and students do not see Turnitin similarity reports.

Additional details

Essay questions will be posted on Moodle, along with marking criteria and rubric.
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Attendance Requirements

Students are strongly encouraged to attend all classes and review lecture recordings.

Course Schedule
View class timetable

Timetable 

Date Type Content

Week 1: 30 May - 3
June

Seminar Responsibility and accountability in a democracy

Week 2: 6 June - 10
June

Seminar The Legislature: Parliamentary mechanisms of
accountability

Week 3: 13 June - 17
June

Seminar The Executive: mechanisms of accountability in a
Westminster system

Week 4: 20 June - 24
June

Seminar The Judiciary: Judicial independence and judicial
review

Week 5: 27 June - 1
July

Seminar Administrative law: regulating and reviewing
government decision making

Week 6: 4 July - 8 July Seminar Integrity agencies and the integrity system in
Australian jurisdictions

Week 7: 11 July - 15
July

Seminar Whistleblowers and protected disclosures

Week 8: 18 July - 22
July

Seminar The importance of information: FOI and the role
of the media

Week 9: 25 July - 29
July

Seminar Royal Commissions and accountability

Week 10: 1 August - 5
August

Seminar The politics of accountability
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Resources

Prescribed Resources

All required readings will be provided electronically through the Leganto reading list. You will be able to
access this through Moodle.

Recommended Resources

Additional resources will be provided through Moodle.

Course Evaluation and Development

This course has been substantially redesigned and updated in the past year and this is the second time
it will be offered in its new format. Your feedback will be valuable. Student evaluative feedback is
gathered through formal process including UNSW's myExperience process, and will also be sought
through informal surveys and discussion during the term. Student feedback is taken seriously and
continual improvements will be made to the course based in part on your feedback. 
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Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission



Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Plagiarism is using the words or ideas of others and presenting them as your own. It can take many
forms, from deliberate cheating to accidentally copying from a source without acknowledgement.

https://student.unsw.edu.au/skills
https://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise
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