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CVEN4051 THESIS B 

School of Civil and Environmental Engineering 
Term 2, 2020 

COURSE DETAILS 

Units of Credit 6 

Contact hours 4 hours per week 

Class Monday, 14:00 – 16:00 online 
Workshop Monday,  12:00 – 14:00 

Monday,  16:00 – 18:00 
online 
online 

Course Coordinator 
and Lecturer 

Mr Robert Holdom 
email: robert.holdom@unsw.edu.au 
office: CE211 
phone: 02 9385 7773 

 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE COURSE 

This course is available to all Civil Engineering students who are completing their final year of study in their 
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HANDBOOK DESCRIPTION 

This course is the second of two parts and is undertaken after the completion of CVEN4050 Thesis A, 
usually in the proceeding term. The Thesis involves formulating the designs for and solution to open-
ended civil and/or environmental engineering problems. The problems will be drawn from industry and 
will be multi-disciplinary involving application of material learnt throughout the undergraduate program 
and will require creative thought. The course will include the preparation of relevant professional 
documents.
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It is a course requirement that every student is available each week to discuss Thesis B progress with their 
Demonstrator.  You will receive from your Demonstrator, feedback and advice in the preparation of Thesis B. 
Take heed of the advice as your Demonstrator is one of the markers of your Thesis B submission.  
 
Demonstrators have a requirement to keep record of their Workshop attendances each week. 
 
Term 2, 2020 

Date Topic and Lecture Content Demonstration Content 

01/06/2020 
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ASSESSMENT 

There will be NO formal examination for Thesis B. Instead, the final mark and grade for this course will be 
determined based on the aggregated scores from each of the four (4) assessment tasks.  
 
Assessment Task 1 (individual submission) – Topic Nomination and Thesis Plan (5%) – due Week 3 
Assessment Task 2 (individual submission) – Literature Search submission (20%) – due Week 5 
Assessment Task 3 (individual submission) – Presentation in Workshop (20%) – slides due Week 7 

– presented on either Week 7, Week 8 or Week 9 as assigned by your Demonstrator 
Assessment Task 4 (individual submission) – Abstract (5%) and Final Report (50%) – due week 11 
 
Your Final Mark for Thesis B will be aggregated total of all Thesis B assessment tasks. The Final Grade for 
Thesis B is as per the university’s Mark/ Grade scale. The Thesis B document is to conform to the guidelines 
given to you throughout the Term. You will not be required to submit a printed copy of your compiled Thesis 
B. However, you should be considering doing the same so that you can take the document to an employment/ 
job interview.  
 
Your Assessment Task submissions will be marked by your Workshop Demonstrator and separately by 
another marker. This is to maintain quality standards across the course and within each Workshop. 
 
Students who perform poorly in any of the Assessment Tasks outlined in the Assessment Overview are 
recommended to discuss their progress firstly with their assigned Demonstrator or with the Lecturer at the first 
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Assessment Task 1  
Topic Nomination 
and Thesis Plan  
 

 
2 pages 

 
5% 

1, 2, 3, 5, 8 
& 9 

In successfully making a timely 
submission of Assessment Task 1, 
you will receive the 5 marks allocated 
to Assessment Task 1.  

Before 17:00h  
25 June, 2020 
Upload to Moodle 
 

 
There are no 
extensions on 
any of these 
elements, so 
the posted due 
dates are final. 

Week 4  

Assessment Task 2   
Literature Search 
submission 
 

 
5 pages 

 
20% 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
8 & 9 

The submission will form part of your 
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