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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email Availability Location Phone
Ian Turner ian.turner@unsw.edu.au email UNSW Water

Research
Laboratory,
Manly Vale

0280719800

School Contact Information

Engineering Student Support Services – The Nucleus - enrolment, progression checks, clash requests,
course issues or program-related queries 

Engineering Industrial Training – Industrial training questions 

UNSW Study Abroad – study abroad student enquiries (for inbound students) 

UNSW Exchange – student exchange enquiries (for inbound students) 

UNSW Future Students – potential student enquiries e.g. admissions, fees, programs, credit transfer 

Phone 

(+61 2) 9385 8500 – Nucleus Student Hub 

(+61 2) 9385 7661 – Engineering Industrial Training 

(+61 2) 9385 3179 – UNSW Study Abroad and UNSW Exchange (for inbound students) 
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Course Details

Credit Points 4 

Summary of the Course

Honours Research Thesis provides an opportunity for you to bring together engineering principles
learned over your previous years of study and apply these principles to innovatively solve problems such
as the development of a specific design, process and/or the investigation of a hypothesis. Thesis
projects are complex, open-ended problems that allow room for your creativity, and the acquisition,
analysis and interpretation of results. There are multiple possible solutions or conclusions at the outset
and sufficient complexity to require a degree of project planning. The thesis requires you to formulate
problems in scientific or engineering terms, manage a technical project and find solutions by applying
scientific and engineering methods. You will also develop their ability to work in a research and
development environment. You must identify a supervisor and project prior to enrolling in this course.
This is the first course of the 3 course research thesis structure.

Course Aims

The Honours Research Thesis is an individual project in which each student works under the guidance
of a nominated member of the academic staff (Supervisor). A co-Spervisor may also be nominated
depending on the set up of the project. The research may involve laboratory experiments, field or
industry-based investigations, design applications or theoretical research.

The Honours Research Thesis aims to provide students with the opportunity to:

Undertake and execute an academic research project;
Produce a self-contained research thesis, which may be understood and used by others with
technical background knowledge in the same discipline area as the thesis topic, and may
potentially be suitable for publication;
Present their research in a seminar/video.

Course Learning Outcomes

After successfully completing this course, you should be able to:

Learning Outcome EA Stage 1 Competencies

1. Develop a design or a process or investigate a hypothesis
following industry and professional engineering standards. 

PE2.1, PE2.2, PE2.3, PE2.4

2. Critically reflect on a specialist body of knowledge related to
their thesis topic. 

PE1.3



Teaching Strategies 

The course is taught as an individual research project, to develop a level of research skills and
autonomy.

PRIVATE STUDY

As a rough guide only, an average student would be expected to spend approximately 10 hours
per week on work related to this course.
More guidance is needed initially from the supervisor when the topic is being defined to establish
the objectives and methodology of the thesis.

SUPERVISION

There are no specific hours assigned to this course, except for the scheduled Lunchtime
Workshops (see below).



http://intranet.civeng.unsw.edu.au/info-about/student-intranet/honours
http://intranet.civeng.unsw.edu.au/info-about/student-intranet/honours
https://www.engineering.unsw.edu.au/civil-engineering/student-resources/policies-procedures-and-forms/student-forms
http://intranet.civeng.unsw.edu.au/info-about/student-intranet/submit-thesis-application-form
http://intranet.civeng.unsw.edu.au/info-about/student-intranet/submit-thesis-application-form


ask smart questions
acquire the investigative instincts needed to find answers
navigate libraries, laboratories, archives, databases, and other research venues
develop the flexibility to redirect your research if your initial plan flops
master the art of time management
sharpen your argumentation skills
organize a lengthy piece of writing
polish your oral communication skills by presenting and defending your research to
academic staff and students

Work closely with academic staff

At large research universities like UNSW, you have likely taken classes where you barely got to know
your lecturer. Writing a thesis offers the opportunity to work one-on-one with an academic supervisor.
Such relationships can enrich your intellectual development and later serve as invaluable references for
postgraduate degree and employment.

Open windows into future professions 

An honours research thesis will give you a taste of what it's like to do research in your field.  It also might
help you decide whether to pursue that field in your future career.
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2. re-enrol for Thesis C again, same project - needs consent of an appropriate supervisor & student
3. Student does further work, re-submits thesis after a max of 6 weeks. Course mark capped at

50%. If still not satisfactory, then needs to re-enrol. (This option is only available if the original
mark was ≥40, OR if the student is in their last term before graduation, regardless of the original
mark).



Start date:



http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2021/CVEN4953.html


https://student.unsw.edu.au/honours-thesis-writing-engineering-and-science-students
https://student.unsw.edu.au/honours-thesis-writing-engineering-and-science-students
http://iwrite.sydney.edu.au/tutorials/start/starthere.htm
https://student.unsw.edu.au/honours-thesis-writing-engineering-and-science-students
https://student.unsw.edu.au/honours-thesis-writing-engineering-and-science-students
http://iwrite.sydney.edu.au/tutorials/start/starthere.htm


Submission of Assessment Tasks

Please refer to the Moodle page of the course for further guidance on assessment submission.
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Academic Honesty and Plagiarism

Beware! An assignment that includes plagiarised material will receive a 0% Fail, and students who

https://student.unsw.edu.au/plagiarism


https://student.unsw.edu.au/dates
https://student.unsw.edu.au/special-consideration
https://nucleus.unsw.edu.au/en
https://www.engineering.unsw.edu.au/civil-engineering/student-resources/policies-procedures-and-forms/academic-advice
https://www.engineering.unsw.edu.au/civil-engineering/student-resources/policies-procedures-and-forms/academic-advice
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