


SIGNIFICANCE:

The Adaptation Assessment Matrix presented in this research is the beginning of what will be an effective tool
to effectively facilitate adaptation. With use as a baseline to evaluate existing adaptation, and to focus ongoing
adaptation as an auditing tool, local governments will have access to the guidance that has been lacking. Verti-
cal and horizontal integration will be enhanced and scientific integration facilitated, having been highlighted as
limiting factors to effective adaptation action. Lastly, as a by-product in application of this framework, adaptive
capacity will be verified, highlighting local government areas lacking the resources of impetus to adapt effec-
tively.

FURTHER RESERCH SUGGESTIONS:

There is a great potential to improve this research and increase to robustness of the argument presented, the
Adaptation Measures Table and the Adaptation Assessment Matrix. The nature of this dynamic field dictates
that additional literature and strategies develop regularly, all of which could contribute to the validity of this re-
search. It is proposed by the author that further application of the Assessment Matrix will allow a more accurate
scoring system to be developed, due to the qualitative and often subjective nature of the evaluation methodol-
ogy utilised. Further research into more specific comparison of case studies at similar stages of adaptation is
also required. This honours thesis aims at a first attempt of sorely required research, but cannot be fully ad-
dressed in such a limited time period. Further time, development and resources are required to improve the
veracity and robustness of this research.
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