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Staff contact details 
 
Contact details and consultation times for course convenor 
 
Name: Dr Merlinde Kay 
Office location: 215 TETB 
Tel: (02) 9385 4031 
Email: m.kay@unsw.edu.au 
Moodle: https://moodle.telt.unsw.edu.au/course/view.php?id=53931 
 
For appointments, questions and consultation please email to arrange a time. 
 
Contact details and consultation times for additional lecturers/demonstrators/lab staff 
Students should stay in contact with their nominated supervisor throughout the three thesis 
terms, perhaps at a pre-organised weekly meeting time. If a student would like to contact their 
supervisor outside of a pre-organised weekly meeting, email is the preferred method of 
contact. 
 
The School would also like to arrange a seminar during thesis B, provided that enough 
students are interested in attending. The seminar would provide students with information 
about writing a thesis. Students will be contacted about this in due course.  
 
Please see the course Moodle. 
 
Important links 

•
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Contact hours 
There are no formal lectures for this course. Students should stay in contact with their 
nominated supervisor throughout the three thesis terms, perhaps at a pre-organised weekly 
meeting time. It is very important in the early stages of your project to be in contact with your 
supervisor to ensure that you have a clear understanding of the topic, what is required, and to 
check that what you are doing is addressing the aims of the project. If a student would like to 
contact their supervisor outside of a pre-organised weekly meeting, email is the preferred 
method of contact. 
 
Summary and Aims of the course 
The Thesis Project is carried out in the last three terms of the BE program. The course 
comprises four units of credit in each Term.  As a rough guide students are expected to work 
on their thesis for at least 6 hours per week in each term. During this time students are involved 
with directed laboratory and research work on an approved topic and under the guidance of 
members of the academic and research staff. Students may commence the thesis in either 
term 1, 2 or 3 of an academic year. 
 
The thesis is an opportunity for you to demonstrate what you have learned throughout your 
studies in PV and RE. It is expected that your research, analytical work, and writing will far 
exceed the level of work completed in your second year project (UG).  The thesis comprises 
a large portion of student’s WAM calculations which is used to assign Honours levels (UG) 
and to assess APA applications. The School also awards a prize for the best UG thesis in 
photovoltaics and Renewables every year. For details about this prize, please see the 
University Calendar.  
 
Student learning outcomes 
The thesis provides an opportunity for the student to bring together engineering principles 
learned over their previous years of study and apply these principles to innovatively solve 
problems such as the development of a specific design, process and/or the investigation of a 
hypothesis. Thesis projects must be complex, open-ended problems that allow room for 
student creativity, and the acquisition, analysis and interpretation of results. There must be 
multiple possible solutions or conclusions at the outset and sufficient complexity to require a 
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5. Knowledge of engineering design practice and contextual factors impacting the 
engineering discipline. 

6. Understanding of the scope, principles, norms, accountabilities and bounds of 
sustainable engineering practice in the specific discipline. 

7. Application of established engineering methods to complex engineering problem 
solving. 

8. Fluent application of engineering techniques, tools and resources. 
9. Application of systematic engineering synthesis and design processes. 
10. Application of systematic approaches to the conduct and management of engineering 

projects. 
11. Ethical conduct and professional accountability. 
12. Effective oral and written communication in professional and lay domains. 
13. Creative, innovative and pro-active demeanour. 
14. Professional use and management of information. 
15. Orderly management of self, and professional conduct. 
16. Effective team membership and team leadership. 

This course is designed to address the learning outcomes below and the corresponding 
Engineers Australia Stage 1 Competency Standards for Professional Engineers as shown. 
The full list of Stage 1 Competency Standards may be 
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• With School/course co-ordinator permission, students may take Thesis B and C 
together. This option is be limited only to students who can demonstrate the ability to 
progress. This will require a prerequisite waiver to waive the Thesis B requirement for 
Thesis C. Students must inform the co-ordinator before they start thesis B. 

• Students must take Thesis courses in consecutive terms, unless exceptional 
circumstances are demonstrated by the student through the standard channels and 
accepted by the School. 

• Thesis A and B will initially carry a ‘satisfactory’ (EC grade) or ‘not satisfactory’ (EF 
grade). A student’s final Thesis mark for A, B and C will reflect the overall weighted 
percentage of marks achieved during all three courses once Thesis C is completed, 
and the earlier EC grades will be replaced with the final mark at that time. 

 
Course schedule 
There are no lectures for this course. A seminar will be given on how to write a thesis at the 
end of the term. Details will be posted on moodle.
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2. Seminar 

Presentation 
3. Progress Report 

 

 
7 
 
10 

 
10% 
 
5% 

 
Supervisor/Assessor (50/50) 
 
Supervisor 

Thesis C 1. Final Report 
2. Participation 
3. Video 

10 
10 
10 

60% 
10% 
5% 

Supervisor/Assessor (50/50) 
Supervisor 
Supervisor/Assessor (50/50) 

 
NOTE: For Thesis A,B mark will be EC, and a final mark is given in Thesis C taking into 
account the breakdown. 
* For any student wanting to complete Thesis B and C concurrently, additional assessment 
criteria will be put in place. It will be expected that any student requesting this will be at the 
stage of submitting 1. the literature review with preliminary results included. They must be at 
a DN level for all aspects to be allowed to move to finishing in two terms. 2. the progress report 
document will be due week 3 of term 2 of thesis, if not at a DN level the student will have to 
go back down to thesis B only.  
 
Any late assessments will incur a 5% penalty per day
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Progress Update – week 3 
This will comprise a 1-2 page document (template on moodle) explaining the plans for thesis 
B for your project, a rough layout of the methodology for the project, and what you have 
accomplished so far.   
Please submit your plan to moodle and email a copy to your supervisor by week 3 - Friday 
2nd October by 5pm. 
Note: a failure to do so will cause a deduction of 2.5% from the 10% of your 
participation mark 
 
Seminar – week 7 
Technical skills are very important, but just as important is the ability to talk about your work 
in an informative and convincing way. The seminar provides the opportunity both to inform 
and demonstrate your communication skills. Your talk should be addressed both to your 
examiners who will need to know details about your progress with the topic, and to students 
and staff members having a more general interest in the project area. Students are assigned 
20 minutes for their seminar presentation which includes approximately 5 minutes of question 
time. Students are also required to upload a copy of their presentation to moodle before the 
start of seminar week (in this case due Monday 26th October by 8am). Failure to do so will 
incur a penalty of 5% from your seminar mark.  
Upload the presentation in the following format 
(Studentnumber_SURNAME_Presentationdate_time) 
e.g. 1234567_KAY_THU_1100 
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Technical Content 
- Quality of thesis work 
- Methodology and work plan 
- Preliminary Results 

 
You must show a detailed methodology. 
You will show how you have achieved the work against the 
project plan. 
Will cover a detailed discussion on work completed, 
showing an understanding of results to date and the 
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!)$8?".(*'%"#".(0(&).* 10% The document follows a clear and logical structure 
indicated using headings and other conventions.  The 
report is very easy to read: well- written, with good spelling 
and grammar, and appropriate language style. 
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For details of applying for Special Consideration and conditions for the award of 
supplementary assessment, please see the information on UNSW’s 
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Ø EndNote is bibliographic software that allows you to manage your references in a 

database. References can be inserted from inside MS Word documents to create in-
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You are also reminded that careful time management is an important part of study and one 
of the identified causes of plagiarism is poor time management. Students should allow 
sufficient time for research, drafting and the proper referencing of sources in preparing all 
assessment tasks. 
 
If plagiarism is found in your work when you are in first year, your lecturer will offer you 
assistance to improve your academic skills. They may ask you to look at some online 
resources, attend the Learning Centre, or sometimes resubmit your work with the problem 
fixed. However more serious instances in first year, such as stealing another student’s work 
or paying someone to do your work, may be investigated under the Student Misconduct 
Procedures. 
 
Repeated plagiarism (even in first year), plagiarism after first year, or serious instances, may 
also be investigated under the Student Misconduct Procedures. The penalties under the 
procedures can include a reduction in marks, failing a course or for the most serious matters 
(like plagiarism in an honours thesis) even suspension from the university. The Student 
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Appendix A: Engineers Australia (EA) Competencies 
Stage 1 Competencies for Professional Engineers 

 
 Program Intended Learning Outcomes 
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