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The scenario
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Key takeaways

Externalisation policies that aim to deter people from seeking asylum in the Global North are
multiplying in number and, for those subject to them, carry significant risks. 
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Border technology poses both opportunities and challenges for people on the move, and for those
seeking to protect their rights. 
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What do we need to do better?  



The scenario

It is 2033 and the factors driving people from their homes are becoming increasingly complex and
interconnected. Persecution, armed conflict, the impacts of climate change and disasters, growing
food insecurity and human rights violations intersect to create mixed movements of people in search
of international protection, livelihood opportunities and a more dignified existence.  In this context, the
task of distinguishing those eligible for international protection from those who are not has become
increasingly challenging.   
   
Across both the Global North and South, access to robust individualised refugee status determination
procedusig e e e

https://youtu.be/vuGpWKBjPNE?si=xo_LUbe9MNaxDwJG
https://youtu.be/vuGpWKBjPNE?si=xo_LUbe9MNaxDwJG
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Key takeaways

Technologies are already transforming the asylum process, generally without design that prioritises
key values such as fairness, efficiency and human dignity. 

/kaldor-centre/news-events/events/past-events/2023-kaldor-centre-conference/how-will-we-identify-people-in-need-of-protection
/kaldor-centre/news-events/events/past-events/2023-kaldor-centre-conference/how-will-we-identify-people-in-need-of-protection


GSZIVRQIRXW, VIKYPEXSVW ERH VMKLXW EHZSGEXIW EVI EX E GVMXMGEP NYRGXYVI, [MXL ZIVy GSRWIUYIRXMEP
XIGLRSPSKy IZSPZMRK QSVI UYMGOPy XLER YRHIVWXERHMRK SJ MXW MQTPMGEXMSRW, QSWXPy HIZIPSTIH Fy
TVMZEXI GSQTERMIW [MXL LYKI TVSJMX MRGIRXMZIW. 
  

Regulators need to enforce existing laws, which tend to be technology-neutral. For instance,
anti-discrimination laws prevent discrimination against an applicant regardless of whether the
decision-maker is a human or AI. 
Privately developed technology that has a public impact cannot be left unaccountable, yet even
regulators find themselves challenged in making sense of the technology. Reform must ensure
not only that information is open to the public, but also that regulators are provided with the
means to undertake a technical assessment and interrogate the technological systems. 
Technology companies have in some cases pulled back from developing tools that
governments could use to cause serious harm, but lines need to be drawn by the public,
governments lrs l. ,



The scenario
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Better acknowledging diverse refugee experiences and narratives is essential for building genuine
dialogue, understanding and solidarity. 

While some refugees have used technology to build audiences via social-media, refugees are
r
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Recognise the interconnected nature of global challenges and foster future readiness.  
We need to develop comprehensive strategies that recognise the interconnected nature of
today’s global challenges: addressing individual crises in isolation is insufficient. We must
build anticipatory approaches that consider the future consequences of today’s action
and inaction. 
 
Reimagine systems for just and inclusive outcomes. 
We must critically assess current structures to identify gaps and inefficiencies. We should
embrace reimagined models that reckon with historical inequities and systemic
oppression, ensuring policies are inclusive, just and responsive to diverse realities. 

Empower and enable refugees and other forced migrants. 
We need to stop sidelining and instead strengthen the opportunities for refugees and
others experiencing displacement to shape debates and decisions. This must be founded
on a real recognition of refugees’ agency, capacities and diverse experiences.
 
Enhance international cooperation.

ion
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Audience insights

We asked conference participants –



Where to next? 

Thank you t
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