
THE UNIVERSIT

Y OF �NEW SOUTH WALES �

The 

Director 

Criminal Law Review NSW 

Department 

of d [orney General aC 
Justice 

GPO
 100

6 

Sydney 

NSW 20101KI

NGSFORD By email: ProvocationReform@agd.nsw.gov.au1LEGAL CENTRE Dear0Director, RE: Crimes Amendment (Provocation) Bi/12013 

Kingsford Legal Centre ( KLC ) thanks you for the opportunity to comment on the Crimes 
Amendment (Provocation) Bi/12013 ( the Bill ). 

Kingsford Legal Centre 

KLC is a communi ty le gal centre which has been providing le gal advice and advocacy to 
people in need of leg al ass istance in the Randw ick 

Botany Local Government areas since 

1981 . KLC provides general advice on a wide r ange of lega l issues , including domestic 
violence , and undertakes casework for many cl i ents who , without our ass i stance , would be 
unable to afford a lawyer. 

KLC also has a specialist employment law service, a specialist discrimination law service 
( NSW wide) and an Aboriginal Access Program . In addition to this work , KLC also 
undertakes law reform and policy work in areas where the operation and effectiveness of the 
law could be improved. 

We are pleased that the Bill seeks to amend the partial defence of provocation because we 
believe that in its current form it can serve to perpetuate and entrench violence against 

women and gay men . 

However , we are concerned that way in which the Bill seeks to amend the partial defen ce , 
will continue to allow men to assert the defence , when they kill the ir partners out of jealousy 
and a need for control , and will still make it very difficult for some victims of domest ic 

violence who kill their violent 



psychological manipulation. Domestic violence is a deliberate and intentional pattern of 
behaviours designed to control another person or people in a family. 

Perpetrators of domestic violence can control their victim's behaviour and thoughts by 
emotional abuse. Perpetrators emotionally abuse their victims by criticising, belittling and 
changing stories and confusing their victims' memories. Perpetrators of domestic violence 
can use this to reduce their victims' self-esteem and independence, destroy their victims' 
support networks and make the victim believe that the way the perpetrator is treating them is 
their own fault. 

We acknowledge that section 13 of the Crimes (Domestic and Personal Violence) Act makes 
it a serious indictable offence to stalk or intimidate another person with the intention of 






