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Dear Mr Playford, 
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KINGSFORD 
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Austral ia's Draft Fifth Report under the International Covenant on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights 

Thank you for inviting Kingsford Legal Centre to comment on Australia's draft report under 
ICESCR. We provided detailed feedback on the report at the consultation forum on 8 May 
2015, and appreciate your responsiveness to feedback at that forum. In this submission we 
have focussed on general feedback about the consultation process and report. 

Comments on the consultation process 

While we appreciate being consulted on the draft report, it would also be valuable to consult 
on the implementation of the Committee's Concluding Observations prior to the drafting of 
the report. In addition, we recommend that the Government develop a public mechanism to 
monitor the implementation status of all UN human rights bodies

implementation and rea

lisation of economic, social and cultural rights. The Government 
should proactively seek the input of groups that represent Australians most affected by the 
issues raised by the Convention and the report. 

Many of the issues raised at the May consultation forum have been raised previously with 
the Australian Government in the context of other periodic reporting processes as wellTj
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0.0045eer already substantially overdue, and that this is a 

trend 

in relation to Australia's reporting obligations under other UN treaty bodies. We note 
that the Austral ian Government is yet to respond to the Human Rights Committee's 2012 List 
of Issues Prior to Reporting under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 
and that Australia's Common Core Document has not been updated since 2006. 
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We commend you for responding to the 




