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Minister for Mental Health

September 27 2023

Dear Premier,
Lawyers call for mental health professionals to be first responders, not police

The organisations and individuals that have signed this open letter are disturbed by the recent tragic

shootings and use
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while conducting welfare checks. We call on the Government to

fund trained mental health experts as first responders to mental health crises.

One recent incident resulted in
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bean bag rounds and a stun gun, when police attended her home to conduct a
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are linked to mental
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harm to themselves or others.

We must invest in mul� afety

of those in crisis. First responders should involve teams trained

in crisis intervention, counselling and de-escalation techniques who have the skills and expertise to avoid

people in crisis suffering serious injury or death.

Acting Commissioner of Police David Hudson and the Police Association of NSW endorse an alternative

approach to police having to be the first responders.

We call on the NSW Government to act now, save lives and prevent tragedies by investing in mental health

professionals as first responders.

https://www.smh.com.au/link/follow-20170101-p5e5bt
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2023/sep/21/nsw-police-looking-to-replace-mental-health-response-program-lauded-by-minister-as-so-successful
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2023/sep/12/former-nsw-coroner-rejects-police-union-claim-officers-are-unfairly-targeted-by-coronial-inquiries




Sidnie Sarang, Solicitor, O’Brien Criminal and Civil Solicitors, Sydney NSW
Nesha Balasubramanian, Lawyer, Sydney NSW
Barbara Baird, Associate Professor, Women’s & Gender Studies, Flinders University
Fatima Rauf, Solicitor, O’Brien Criminal and Civil solicitors, Sydney, NSW
Bethany Burns, Solicitor, O’Brien Criminal and Civil Solicitors, Sydney NSW
Jake Edwards, Solicitor, O’Brien Criminal and Civil Solicitors,
ydney ,
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