
health and criminal justice benefits such as 

reducing imprisonment, increasing uptake into drug 

treatment and protecting people from the wide-

ranging and debilitating consequence of a criminal 

conviction (5). 

� In Australia, not all drug-related encounters with 

police result in an arrest or charge. Police officers have 

the discretion to stop people for a drug-related 

matter, with outcomes including searching belongings, 

questioning, referral to drug diversion programs and 

issuing a caution/warning or infringement notice (6). 

Methods
� Data were obtained from the Ecstasy and Related 

Drugs Reporting System (EDRS) and the Illicit Drug 

Reporting System (IDRS).

� The EDRS is an annual survey 
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