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Changing general practitioner when entering residential aged care: impact on 
psychotropic medicine use and polypharmacy in 2,250 Australians with dementia
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7 especially soon after 
entry into residential care, a critical transition point.8

One potential major adjustment for people during the transition to residential care is a change in 
general practitioner (GP).9 GPs are the major prescribers in Australian residential aged care,10 but little is 
known about how many residents change GPs when they enter aged care facilities, or the effect this has 
on their care. We explored GP continuity for people with dementia entering residential care and how 
it influences their medicine use, examining associations with both overall prescribing (including 
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