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1. Information about the Course  
NB: Some of this information is available on the UNSW Virtual Handbook  

 
Year of Delivery 2013 
Course Code PSYC2081 
Course Name Learning & Physiological Psychology 
Academic Unit Psychology 
Level of Course 2nd  year 
Units of Credit  6UOC 
Session(s) Offered S1 
Assumed Knowledge, 
Prerequisites or Co-
requisites  

Prerequisites: PSYC1001 & PSYC1011 
 
 

Hours per Week 2 Lecture hours and 2 Laboratory hours  
Number of Weeks 12 weeks 

http://www.handbook.unsw.edu.au/2006/index.html
http://www.handbook.unsw.edu.au/2008/index.html
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3. Course Details 
 

 
Course Description  
(Handbook Entry)  
 

 
http://www.handbook.unsw.edu.au/undergraduate/courses/2011/PSYC2081.html  
An examination of brain and behaviour relationships with emphasis on learning, memory and 
motivation. Topics may include habituation, sensitisation, classical/operant conditioning, basic 
motivations, hunger, sex, aggression, neuropsychology of amnesia and normal memory. 
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6. Assessment Tasks and Feedback 
 

Task 
 

Knowledge 
& abilities 
assessed 

 
Assessment Criteria  

% of 
final 
mark 

 
Date of 

 
Feedback 

 
Release 

 
Submission 

 
WHO 

 
 

WHEN 
 

HOW 

Tutorial 
Attendance 

  5%      

Laboratory 
Report 
 
 

Skills 
relevant to 
Learning 
Outcomes  
1-4 and 
GA1-3 and 
5. 

Assignment 1 will involve writing an experimental research 
report based on the experiment conducted in practical classes.    
Marking criteria will be distributed with the assignment sheet.   
 

25% Week 5 23rd April 
  

Tutor Week 10 Marks 
posted on 

Blackboard. 
Assignments 
handed back 
in practical 

class Wk 10 
Physiological 
Critique  

Learning 
outcomes 
1-4 and 
GA1-3 and 
5  

Assignment 2 will involve writing a critique of a current research 
article in physiological psychology.  Marking criteria will be 
distributed with the assignment sheet.   

20% Week 8 20th May Tutor During the 
study 

period for 
final exams 

Marks 
posted on 

Blackboard; 
Assignments 

collected 
from 

General 
office  

Final exam 
 
 
 

Learning 
Outcomes 
1-6, GAs 1, 
2, 3 

 
The final exam will consist in multiple choice questions. The 
exam will cover lectures, lecture notes, readings, and tutorial 
material.  

50%  
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7.  Additional Resources and Support 
 

 
Text Books 

Pearce, J.M. (2008). Animal Learning and Cognition: An Introduction. Third edition. Hove, 
England:  
Psychology Press.  
Carlson, N.R. (2007). Physiology of behavior. Ninth edition. Pearson.  
These texts are available in the UNSW bookshop, and copies will be held in the UNSW 
library in Open Reserve 
Please note: Second hand copies may be available.  

Course Manual There is no course manual, but there is a general Guide for Psychology Students located at 
http://www.psy.unsw.edu.au/students/current/currenthome.html. 

Required readings 
No readings are specifically required, although knowledge of the information in the textbook 
relating to the topics covered in class is needed for successful achievement of learning 
outcomes. 

Additional readings Relevant additional readings will be posted on Blackboard. 

Recommended Internet 
Sites 

Internet sites relevant to topics will be posted on Blackboard [http://telt.unsw.unsw.edu.au/] 
then click on “Login to UNSW”.  
You should be aware of policies regarding your behaviour at the university. Familiarize 
yourself with the following: 
Student Code of Conduct  and Policy concerning academic honesty 
https://my.unsw.edu.au/student/academiclife/assessment/AcademicMisconductStudentMis-
conduct.html#1.StudentMisconduct 
Email policy 
hs2 2248 49a2(p:.56 T04 Tc)-3(t)ng:
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