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1. Information about the Course

FACULTY Science
SCHOOL OR Psvcholo
DEPARTMENT yenology
COURSE CODE PSYC1027
COURSE NAME Forensic Psychology: Crime, Courts and Corrections
SEMESTER Semester 1 YEAR 2018
UNITS OF CREDIT 6 LEVEL OF COURSE General/l
ASSUMED
KNOWLEDGE,

None

PREREQUISITES OR
CO-REQUISITES

SUMMARY OF THE
COURSE

This course provides an introduction to forensic psychology — the
application of psychological knowledge to issues related to the legal
system. The course will follow an offender through the criminal justice
system, from the offence and pre-trial right through to court, conviction,
punishment, sentencing, and finally to treatment and release. Some of
the topics covered include: theories of offending, punishment,
eyewitness memory, mental health assessments, expert evidence, jury
decision making, the effectiveness of treatment programs for offenders,
mental illness and offending, and the rehabilitation of offenders.
Students will attend court, where they will get first-hand experience of
the criminal justice system in action. On completion of the course
students will have an appreciation of some of the ways psychologists
interact with and can contribute to the criminal justice system.
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3. Course Timetable

Component

Class Number

Day

Time

Location

Lecture

1017

Monday

Available by 12pm

Moodle
(moodle.telt.unsw.edu.au)

NOTE: Students are advised to check Moodle regularly for updates and announcements.






https://teaching.unsw.edu.au/guidelines
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Feedback

Learning Graduate Date of
Assessment Task Weight Outcomes | Attributes .
Assessed | Assessed Release Submission ‘ Who | When How
1,2 2,3

Weekly Quizzes
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internet connection before beginning the exam. If in doubt, you should use a library computer. Please note that university exam rules apply for this exam (see
student.unsw.edu.au/exam-rules). Check Moodle regularly in the lead up to the exam for any updates.

Court Observation Assignment (40% total made up of three sub-tasks)

For this assignment, you are required to attend court and observe several cases. You will need to familiarise yourself with court etiquette and organise your own
court visit. You will then provide a summary of your experience and prepare a report based on one of the cases you observed. The court observation assignment
will be completed in three parts and all three parts must be completed to satisfy assignment requirements. A penalty of 2% per day (including weekends) will apply
for late submissions of any of the parts. Refer to the assignment sheet on Moodle for more information about this assignment.

Part 1: Court Etiquette Test (5%)

Before you attend court, it is very important that you are familiar with court etiquette. You are required to familiarise yourself with the Court Etiquette Guidelines
available on Moodle. You will then need to complete the Court Etiquette Test on Moodle by 11.59pm Sunday of Week 3 (refer to the course schedule). You must
achieve 100% on this test to pass, but you may attempt the test as many times as necessary to achieve 100%. Parts 2 and 3 of this assignment will only be
made available once you have achieved 100% on the Court Etiquette Test. This means that if you don’t score 100% by the end of Week 3, you will not be
able to complete Parts 2 and 3 and will receive a mark of zero for all three parts of the Court Observation assignment. This would make it extremely difficult for
you to pass the course.

Part 2: Observation & Summary (15%)
You will visit court and observe cases. For this part of the assignment, y



https://student.unsw.edu.au/special-consideration

11. Expected Resources for Students

TEXTBOOKS No set text

REQUIRED READINGS Available on Moodle
RECOMMENDED Moodle (moodle.telt.unsw.edu.au).
INTERNET SITES

12. Course Evaluation & Development

Courses are periodically reviewed and students’ feedback is used to improve them. Feedback is
gathered using various means including UNSW'’s myExperience digital survey.

13. Plagiarism
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http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/academic-integrity-plagiarism
http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/academic-integrity-plagiarism
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise
https://teaching.unsw.edu.au/elearning

What if plagiarism is found in my work?

If plagiarism is found in your work when you are in first year, your lecturer will offer you assistance
to improve your academic skills. They may ask you to look at some online resources, attend the
Learning Centre, or sometimes resubmit your work with the problem fixed. However more serious
instances in first year, such as stealing another student’s work or paying someone to do your work,
may be investigated under the Student Misconduct Procedures.

Repeated plagiarism (even in first year), plagiarism after first year, or serious instances, may also
be investigated under the Student Misconduct Procedures. The penalties under the procedures can
include a reduction in marks, failing a course or for the most serious matters (like plagiarism in a
honours thesis) even suspension from the university. The Student Misconduct Procedures are
available here

https://www.gs.unsw.edu.au/policy/documents/studentmisconductprocedures.pdf

Examples of plagiarism

Using the internet appropriately

A first year student handed in an assignment where she had copied from a website. Her lecturer
realised she didn’t understand you have to reference websites in the same way you reference
books and journal articles. The lecturer explained how to reference and sent her to a workshop at



https://www.gs.unsw.edu.au/policy/documents/studentmisconductprocedures.pdf
http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/
mailto:learningcentre@unsw.edu.au
https://www.artdesign.unsw.edu.au/current-students/student-services/learning-centre



http://www.psy.unsw.edu.au/current-students/student-guide
http://www.psy.unsw.edu.au/current-students/student-guide

