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4. Aims of the Course

Lectures

This course deals with the scientific study of developmental change in human behaviour and thought. The
lectures will present an advanced-level coverage of current methods, findings and theories relating to
developmental change in a number of key areas of cognition, perception, language, social interaction and
emotion. Emphasis will be placed on contemporary theories and approaches, and recent discoveries in the
field. The lectures will also examine the implications of basic research on human development for
understanding developmental disorders (e.g. autism), for educational practice and forensic issues such as
the role of child witnesses in court proceedings.

Lab course
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ages. The second goal is to train students in the necessary skills for the design of a research project that
addresses an issue of current interest in developmental psychology.




3.9. Use reasoning and evidence to recognise, develop, defend, and
criticise arguments and persuasive appeals.

3.10. Demonstrate creative and pragmatic problem solving.

Developed an 4.1. Use information in an ethical manner.

advanced appreciation | 4.2. Explain how prejudicial attitudes and discriminatory behaviours
of values in might exist in oneself and in others.

Psychology, including | 4-3- Exhibit a scientific attitude in critically thinking about, and learning
the ability to: about, behaviour, creative and pragmatic problem solving.

4.4, IAIZAIG DELDSZIZOSEE dGSAISZZA §Y DELDSZIZODAL AGEGATDS §Y
relation to the Australian Psychological Society Code of Ethics and
the complementary Ethical Guidelines.

4.5, Promote evidence-based approaches to understanding and
changing human behaviour

Developed effective 5.1. Write effectively in a variety of formats (short essays, research
communication skills proposals) and for a variety of purposes (e.g., informing, arguing,
in Psychology, evaluating).
including the ability to:  5.2. Demonstrate effective oral communication skills in various formats
(e.g., group discussion, oral presentation).
5.3. Demonstrate effective interpersonal communication skills including:

listening accurately and actively; provide constructive feedback to
others; adopt flexible techniques to communicate sensitively and
effectively with diverse ethnic and cultural partners, including in the
context of team-




2.Research methods in
psychology

Development of research proposal, and conduct of a supervised
experiment with child participants employing a sound research
design, data analysis and interpretation, and the appropriate use
of technologies

3. Critical thinking skills

Critical analysis and interpretation of data from the in-class
experiment. Development of research literature review for
research proposal, showing use of critical and creative thinking,
sceptical inquiry, and the scientific approach to solve problems
related to developmental change in behaviour and mental
processes.

4.Values, research and
professional ethics

Ongoing discussion of the ethical issues surrounding research
with children, and the development of an experimental protocol
to yield meaningful empirical evidence, showing a knowledge of
the value of empirical evidence, tolerance of ambiguity during
the search for greater understanding of behaviour and the ability
to act ethically in the development of experiments in the field of
human development

5. Communication skills

6.Learning and
application of

psychology

Collaboration in group work for research proposals. Development
of in-class presentations of research proposals encouraging you
to communicate effectively in a variety of contexts, both as
presenter and critical audience. Written communication in the
form of a final research proposal that incorporates feedback on
the oral presentation.

Be able to apply psychological principles to broader issues
derived from developmental psychology, including its role in
understanding developmental disorders and the framing of policy
and practice in educational and forensic domains




9.1 Course Schedule: Lectures

Week | Date Topic Lecturer
1.1 27/02 HAYES
12 | 2/03 HAYES
21 | 6/03 HAYES
22 | 9/03 HAYES
3.1 |13/03 Prenatal development RICHMOND
3.2 |16/03 Brain development RICHMOND
4.1 20/03 Developmental Plasticity RICHMOND
4.2 23/03
5.1 | 27/03 RICHMOND

30/03
6.1 10/04 Motor Development RICHMOND
6.1 12/04 Infant memory RICHMOND
7.1 17/04 Social Cognitive Development RICHMOND
7.2 20/04 Executive function RICHMOND
8.1 24/04 Adolescence RICHMOND
8.2 27/04 HAYES
91 | 1/05 HAYES
9.2 | 4/05 HAYES
10.1 | 8/05 HAYES
10.2 | 11/05 HAYES
11.1 | 15/05 | Ecological Approach to perceptual Development SPEHAR
11.2 | 18/05 Early perceptual Abilities SPEHAR
12.1 | 22/05 Development of multisensory integration SPEHAR
12.2 | 25/05 | Typical and atypical perceptual development SPEHAR










11. Expected Resources for Students

TEXTBOOKS There is no set text for this course. In most weeks lecturers will set
readings that will be available via Moodle

COURSE MANUAL Available via course website

REQUIRED READINGS To be advised ~ Please check the course website for regular updates

RECOMMENDED INTERNET | https://moodle.telt.unsw.edu.au

SITES http://www.srcd.org/

12.



https://moodle.telt.unsw.edu.au/login/index.php
http://www.srcd.org/
https://student.unsw.edu.au/sites/all/files/uploads/group47/forms/ProfessionalAuthority.pdf
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Where can | find out more information?

In many cases plagiarism is the result of inexperience about academic conventions. The University
has resources and information to assist you to avoid plagiarism. The first place you can look is the
section about referencing and plagiarism in each Course Guide, as this will also include information
specific to the discipline the course is from. There are also other sources of assistance at UNSW:

How can the Learning Centre help me?

The Learning Centre assists students with understanding academic integrity and how to not
plagiarise. Information is available on their website: http://www.Ic.unsw.edu.au/academic-
integrity-plagiarism. They also hold workshops a



http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/academic-integrity-plagiarism
http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/academic-integrity-plagiarism
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise
https://teaching.unsw.edu.au/elearning
https://www.gs.unsw.edu.au/policy/documents/studentmisconductprocedures.pdf
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If you would like further information or assistance with avoiding plagiarism, you can contact the
Learning Centre. The Learning Centre at The University of New South Wales has two locations:

UNSW Learning Centre

Lower Ground Floor, North Wing, Chancellery Building
(C22 Kensington Campus — near Student Central)
http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/

Phone: 9385 2060

Email: learningcentre@unsw.edu.au

Opening Hours:

Monday to Thursday: 9am - 5pm and

Friday: 9am - 2.30pm

UNSW Art & Design Learning Centre

G Block, Room G112

Phone: 9385 0739
https://www.artdesign.unsw.edu.au/current-students/student-services/learning-centre

15. Administrative Matters

The School of Psychology Student Guide, available on http://www.psy.unsw.edu.au/current-
students/student-guide, contains School policies and procedures relevant for all students enrolled in
undergraduate or Masters psychology courses, such as:

Attendance requirements;

Assignment submissions and returns;

Assessments;

Special consideration in the event of illness or misadventure;
Student Code of Conduct;

Student complaints and grievances;

Student Equity and Disability Unit; and

Health & Safety.

Students should familiarise themselves with the information contained in this Guide.



http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/
mailto:learningcentre@unsw.edu.au
https://www.artdesign.unsw.edu.au/current-students/student-services/learning-centre
http://www.psy.unsw.edu.au/current-students/student-guide
http://www.psy.unsw.edu.au/current-students/student-guide

