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1. Staff 

Position Name Email Consultation 

times and 

locations  

Contact 

Details 

Course Convenor Dr David White david.white@unsw.edu.au By appointment Mathews 

1002 

Head Tutor Dr Nadia 

Menon 

n.menon@unsw.edu.au By appointment Mathews 

Level 15 

Course  

Administrator 

Danny Chen d.chen@unsw.edu.au By appointment Mathews 

Level 15 

Lecturer Dr Denovan 

Begg 
d.begg@unsw.edu.au 

By appointment Mathews 

708 

Lecturer Dr Steve Most s.most@unsw.edu.au By appointment Mathews 

705 

Lecturer Prof. Rick 

Richardson 

r.richardson@unsw.edu.au By appointment Mathews 

511 
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mailto:s.most@unsw.edu.au
mailto:r.richardson@unsw.edu.au
mailto:t.whitford@unsw.edu.au
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2. Course information 

Units of credit: 6 

Pre-requisite(s): Nil 

Teaching times and locations: http://timetable.unsw.edu.au/2019/PSYC1011.html 

2.1 Course summary 

This course introduces psychology as a biological science. Understanding the underlying 
neurobiology of the brain, sensory organs and the nervous system provides a basis for understanding 
psychology and human behaviour. But understanding psychology requires linking this understanding 
to observable human behaviour. The lecturers on this course will provide students with diverse 
perspectives on psychology from varying levels of analysis and experimental traditions. Specific 
topics covered in this course include: perception, memory and cognition, animal learning, 
psychobiology, and abnormal psychology.  

2.2 Course aims  

This course introduces the content and methods of psychology as a basic science, with emphasis on 
the biological bases of behaviour. After describing the basic phenomena within an area, the goal will 
be to explore the neural bases of these behaviours. In addition, training in the methods of 
psychological inquiry and an introduction into the basic procedures of data analysis is also provided. 

2.3 Course learning outcomes (CLO) 

At the successful completion of this course the student should be able to: 

1. Appreciate diverse but complementary theoretical and experimental approaches to major 

psychological issues; 

2. Recognise and appreciate the role of the scientific method in psychology; 

3. Think critically about the information presented throughout this course; 

4. Use psychological information in an ethical manner; 

5. Communicate effectively within a psychology context; 

6. Better understand the application of psychological theories and principles to everyday life; 

7. Locate, evaluate and apply research information effectively.
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2.4 Relationship between course and program learning outcomes and assessments 

 Program Learning Outcomes 

CLO 

1. Knowledge 
2. Research 

Methods 

3. Critical Thinking 

Skills 
4. Values and Ethics 

5. Communication, 

Interpersonal and 

Teamwork 

6. Application Assessment 

1.  

Lectures, tutorials, 

online activities, 

readings 

Lectures, tutorials, 

online activities, 

readings 

 

Lectures, tutorials, 

online activities, 

readings 

  
Formative quizzes, Final 

exam. 
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3. Strategies and approaches to learning 

3.1 Learning and teaching activities 

The aim of the lectures is to give you the opportunity to learn about the content, issues, and theories 
in the major topic areas of modern psychology. Psychology 1B covers the following topics: 
psychobiology; memory and cognition; animal learning; perception; abnormal psychology. Each topic 
is given by a different lecturer so that you will have the benefit of their specialised interests and 
knowledge.  
 
It will be common to find a lecturer presenting several different theories about the same body of data. 
You will, we hope, find this diversity a source of excitement and challenge, as there should be 
something of interest for everybody curious about how the mind works.  For the content areas 
covered in this course, the primary source of information is the lectures. That is, the 
textbook supplements the lectures rather than the lectures supplementing the textbook. 

Recommended textbook: The fact that each topic in the lecture course is given by a different lecturer 
will tend to highlight differences in approach and methods. The best way to gain an understanding of 
links between different areas of psychology is to make proper use of the textbook. While the textbook 
should be referred to as a source of information on specific questions, it is intended to perform an 
even more useful role if treated simply as intrinsically interesting material. If you regularly read the 
textbook you are likely to develop a broad appreciation of the methods and content of psychology. 
 
Tutorials: The tutorial component has two main roles. First, they represent an opportunity for you to 
engage with your tutor and other students in a more active form of learning than is possible in the 
large-class lectures. Second, they perform an essential role in showing you how psychology is put 
into action through interactive demonstrations. Although the tutorials consist mainly of material related 
to the lecture component, many tutorials will also contain independent research-related material.  
 
Online interactive content: To supplement lectures and tutorials, there are interactive modules and 
quizzes posted on Moodle to help consolidate learning of course material. In addition, there is an 
Interactive Module in Week 1 that is designed to improve the quality of your written work.  
  
The Lecture Discussion Forum provides students with an opportunity to question and clarify the 

concepts and ideas mentioned in the lectures.  Students are strongly encouraged to engage with this 

forum by posting questions or comments, and reading, answering, or replying to RWKHU�VWXGHQW¶V�SRVWV�

to enhance understanding of the content, critical thinking, and written communication skills.   

Formative topic revision quizzes are available for students that provide an opportunity to evaluate 

understanding of course material on a weekly basis.  Completion of the weekly quizzes will assist 

students in gaining a proper understanding of each topic so that this knowledge can be built on in 

future content.  %\�XVLQJ�µ6WXGHQW�4XL]µ��VWXGHQWV�ZLOO�DOVR�Ee able to create their own questions to 

challenge fellow students and provide feedback to one another on these questions. 

3.2 Expectations of students 

It is expected that students are aware of UNSW Assessment policy and understand how to apply for 

special consideration if they are unable to complete an assignment/exam due to illness and/or 

misadventure.   

It is expected that students have read through the School of Psychology Student Guide. 

You must attend the tutorial in which you are enrolled for the duration of session; you are not 

allowed to arrange with a tutor to change tutorials. 
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Attendance at tutorials is a compulsory part of the course and that tutorial content is examinable. 

You are required to attend at least 80% of your tutorials to be able to sit the final exam. This includes 

attending the tutorials that involve group assessments.  

You should not attend alternative tutorials other than in exceptional circumstances and with approval, 

as it could significantly impact your assessment. There is, however, one exception: If you are 

enrolled in a 
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4. Course schedule and structure 

Week  Lecture topic/s Tutorial/lab topics Online modules Self-determined activities 

Week 1  Psychobiology I 
Online Interactive Modules 
(Writing Skills/Referencing) 
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5. Assessment 

5.1 Assessment tasks 

All assessments in this course have been designed and implemented in accordance with UNSW 

Assessment Policy.  

Assessment task Length Weight Mark Due date 

Assessment 1:  Group presentation 20 mins 26% /100 Weeks 7 to 10
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Assessment 2: Essay  

Writing essays in any area of science is an essential skill that reflects your ability to synthesise 

empirical (research-based) material and report empirical conclusions clearly and concisely. In order to 

successfully complete this component, you will need to develop a logical and concise argument, 

supported by empirical and theoretical evidence. It is an exercise that requires a considerable level of 

both theoretical and conceptual understanding and critical analysis. 

The essay exercise is designed to familiarise yourself with the formal style of psychological research, 

including the basic elements of effective and efficient scientific communication, and to further develop 

your information literacy skills. This is an individual (as opposed to group) exercise, which means that 

each student will submit an essay that they have prepared on their own. Detailed information 

regarding the content and format of the essay will be given in Week 3. 

 

Assessment 3: Final exam 

The final exam is worth 35% of the overall mark. The exam will consist of multiple choice questions 

and cover all material covered in the course and will be sat online.  

To provide students with preparation for the final exam and its format, and to encourage consolidation 

students will also sit a mock exam in Week 10. This is for students benefit but it is a formative 

assessment, and the grade will not contribute to your final mark.  

 

Assessment 4: Research participation   

You will be able to participate in psychological research within the School for up to 12 participation 

hours throughout the semester, 4 of which are compulsory (4%) and up to 8 optional (up to 4% bonus 

@ 0.5% per SONA point). You receive a SONA point for each hour of research participation. 

The deadline for completing all SONA participation hours is 5pm on Friday 20 November (Week 10). 

By participating in on-going research, you learn first-

mailto:sona@psy.unsw.edu.au
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Signing up to Participate: 
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Deception: Usually the initial description of the study will be accurate. However, on occasion the 

researcher may find it necessary to mislead you as to the true purpose of the study. Such deception 

can occur in one of two ways. The researcher may simply omit important information, or the 

researcher may actually misrepresent the true nature of the study. These types of deception will only 

occur when there is no other way to obtain meaningful data given the rationale for the experiment. All 

elements of deception will have been approved by the applicable ethics committee. At the end of a 

study involving deception, the researcher is obliged to describe the deception and to explain why it 

was necessary.  

Confidentiality: Only the researcher and the rHVHDUFKHU¶V�VXSHUYLVRU�KDYH�DFFHVV�WR�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WKDW�

specifically identifies you with the data you provided. Although data collected from you may be 

reported on an individual or group basis in a publication, you can assume anonymity and 

confidentiality.  

Complaints: If you have any complaints, you can obtain a Research Participation Complaint Form 

from the Psychology Office (Mathews Level 15, email: psychology@unsw.edu.au). Your comments 

will be forwarded to the course coordinator and will remain completely confidential. Alternatively, you 

may contact the course coordinator directly if you wish.  

Alternative Assignment: If you have an objection to participating as a subject in any research, you 

should talk to the Course Coordinator by the end of Week 3. The Course Coordinator will arrange an 

alternative assignment for you to complete in order to obtain the required research participation marks 

(4%).  

UNSW grading system: https://student.unsw.edu.au/grades 

UNSW assessment policy: https://student.unsw.edu.au/assessment  

5.2 Assessment criteria and standards 

Further details and marking criteria for each assessment will be provided to students closer to the 

assessment release date (see 4.1: UNSW Assessment Design Procedure: 

https://www.gs.unsw.edu.au/policy/documents/assessmentdesignprocedure.pdf). 

5.3 Submission of assessment tasks 

Essay: In accordance with 

https://student.unsw.edu.au/grades
https://student.unsw.edu.au/assessment
https://www.gs.unsw.edu.au/policy/documents/assessmentdesignprocedure.pdf
https://www.psy.unsw.edu.au/current-students/student-guide


13 

consideration. If a student becomes ill on the day of the exam, they must provide evidence dated 

within 24 hours of the exam, with their application. 

Special consideration applications must be submitted to the online portal along with Third Party 

supporting documentation. Students who have experienced significant illness or misadventure during 

the assessment period may be eligible. Only circumstances deemed to be outside of the VWXGHQW¶V�

control are eligible for special consideration. Except in unusual circumstances, the duration of 

circumstances impacting academic work must be more than 3 consecutive days, or a total of 5 days 

within the teaching period. If the special consideration application is approved, students may be given 

an extended due date, or an alternative assessment/supplementary examination may be set.  For 

more information see https://student.unsw.edu.au/special-consideration. 

Alternative assessments: will be subject to approval and implemented in accordance with UNSW 

Assessment Implementation Procedure.  

Supplementary examinations: will be made available for students with approved special 

consideration application and implemented in accordance with UNSW Assessment Policy. 

5.4. Feedback on assessment 

Feedback on all pieces of assessment in this course will be provided in accordance with UNSW 

Assessment Policy.  

Assessment When Who Where How 

Essay Grades released in 
Moodle Week 11 

Tutors Moodle Written comments 

Group work and 

presentation 

Grades released in 
Moodle Week 11 

Tutor Moodle Written comments 

Final exam N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Research Participation N/A Experimenter In lab/ 

online 

Debrief as to aims and 

procedure of experiment 

6. Academic integrity, referencing and plagiarism 

The APA (7th edition) referencing style is to be adopted in this course.  Students should consult the 

pub

 e   

https://student.unsw.edu.au/special-consideration
http://www.apastyle.org/manual/index.aspx
https://student.unsw.edu.au/referencing
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responsibility and courage.1 At UNSW, WKLV�PHDQV�WKDW�\RXU�ZRUN�PXVW�EH�\RXU�RZQ��DQG�RWKHUV¶�

LGHDV�VKRXOG�EH�DSSURSULDWHO\�DFNQRZOHGJHG��,I�\RX�GRQ¶W�IROORZ�WKHVH�UXOHV��SODJLDULVP�PD\�EH�

detected in your work.  

Further information about academic integrity and plagiarism can be located at:  

¶ The Current Students site h 

https://student.unsw.edu.au/plagiarism
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise/presenting
https://student.unsw.edu.au/conduct
http://psy.unsw.edu.au/sites/all/files/page_file_attachment/2018%20S1%20Psychology%20Student%20Guide_20180130.pdf
https://www.library.unsw.edu.au/
http://www.lc.unsw.edu.au/
http://subjectguides.library.unsw.edu.au/elise
https://student.unsw.edu.au/turnitin
https://student.unsw.edu.au/conduct
https://student.unsw.edu.au/plagiarism
https://student.unsw.edu.au/email-rules
https://student.unsw.edu.au/racism
https://www.gs.unsw.edu.au/policy/documents/equitystatement.pdf
https://www.gs.unsw.edu.au/policy/archives/equaleducationpolicy1.1.pdf
https://www.psy.unsw.edu.au/current-students/student-guide
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¶ Disability Support Services 

¶ Health and safety 

9. Additional support for students  

¶ The Current Students Gateway: https://student.unsw.edu.au/ 

¶ Academic Skills and Support: https://student.unsw.edu.au/academic-skills  

¶ Student Wellbeing, Health and Safety: https://student.unsw.edu.au/wellbeing  

¶ Disability Support Services: https://student.unsw.edu.au/disability-services  

¶ UNSW IT Service Centre: https://www.it.unsw.edu.au/students/index.html 

https://student.unsw.edu.au/
https://student.unsw.edu.au/academic-skills
https://student.unsw.edu.au/disability-services
https://www.it.unsw.edu.au/students/index.html

