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Director’s Report 

The year 2010 was SPRC’s thirtieth anniversary, and it turned out to be a particularly 
eventful year for the Centre. By far the most dramatic event occurred on August 29, 
when a major fire started in the building housing both the Social Policy Research 
Centre and the Indigenous Policy and Dialogue Research Unit. SPRC lost virtually all 
the library as well as office equipment and personal effects belonging to staff members. 
Fortunately no one was hurt. With the help of colleagues from UNSW and the social 
policy community we were able to get back to work very quickly. Whilst the fire was 
obviously devastating for the Centre, it also brought out the best in our staff, who 
showed remarkable compassion and support for each other. SPRC subsequently moved 
as planned to the John Goodsell Building in December 2010, and we have finally 
resolved our longstanding accommodation problems.
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Promotions 
 
Shannon McDermott (Research Fellow) 
Natasha Cortis (Research Fellow)  
Trish Hill (Senior Research Fellow) 

 
 
Staff Achievements 
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Anniina Kaittila (the University of Turku, Finland), Ito Peng (the University of Toronto), 
Tianjiao Liu (Minzu University of China, Beijing), and Jiawen Xie (Beijing Normal 
University). 

Internship Program 

SPRC was pleased to host the following interns in 2010: Naama Carlin, Elizabeth 
Ingleson and Lisa Cantlon. The intern program for the Indigenous Policy and Dialogue 
Research Unit grew during 2010 with the Unit hosting four interns: Katia Tsiolkas, 
Claudia Cowell, Jenna McConnachie and Lise Lafferty. 

Events Program 

The highlight of the Centre’s event program during 2010 was the inaugural National 
Indigenous Policy and Dialogue Conference held during November. The conference 
was attended by over 260 delegates who heard addresses by Professor Patrick 
Dodson, Professor Joseph Kalt (via Skype) and Professor Kiera Ladner. The conference 
was a resounding success, and the organisers took great encouragement from the 
enthusiasm and engagement of the delegates.  

SPRC is looking forward to the next Australian Social Policy Conference to be held in 
July 2011. 

As part of a commissioned research project funded by the Australian Government 
Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs 
(FaHCSIA), SPRC held a conference in April exploring the issues and challenges involved 
in developing a policy framework for parenting in Australia. Speakers from Ireland, the 
US, the UK and New Zealand were invited to discuss the parenting policy framework in 
their local environments.  

The Centre once again ran a successful seminar program. There were 21 seminars 
during the year, a number of which were collaborations. Two of these seminars were 
co-sponsored by the Confucius Institute at UNSW, two joint seminars were organised in 
collaboration with the University of Sydney, a lecture by Michael Lipsky was organised 
with the United States Studies Centre, and Professor Ruth Lister presented a public 
lecture in conjunction with the Social Policy Research Network (University of Sydney) 
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The Local Community Services Association wrote to thank the SPRC team for their 
work on the Neighbourhood and community centres: results for children, families and 
communities project. The recommendations of the report led to the allocation of an 
additional $10 million funding in the NSW State budget earlier this year, for 
‘enhancement to community organisations such as neighbourhood Centres, to support 
the vital work they do to support the disadvantaged and marginalised in local 
communities across NSW’. 

Karen Fisher spoke about individualised funding to the Independent Panel providing 
advice to government and the Productivity Commission on the Inquiry into a national 
disability long-
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SPRC Management Board 

at December 2010 

Professor James Donald, Dean, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, UNSW (Chair)  
Professor Ilan Katz, Director, SPRC, UNSW 
Professor Deb Brennan, Deputy Director, SPRC, UNSW 
Ms Melissa Roughley, Associate Director, SPRC, UNSW 
Professor Richard Hugman, School of Social Sciences and International Studies, UNSW 
Associate Professor Rogelia Pe-Pua, Head, School of Sciences and International Studies, 
UNSW 
Mr James Walsh, Manager, Research Strategy Industry, Research Strategy Office, 
UNSW 

Meeting Dates 
31 May, 25 August and 6 December 

Advisory Committee 
at December 2010 

Professor James Donald, Dean, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, UNSW (Chair)  
Professor Deb Brennan, Deputy Director, SPRC, UNSW 
Mr Ross Clare, ASFA Research Centre 
Mr Mark Considine, Melbourne University 
Ms Annette Hamilton Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, UNSW 
Mr Alan Hayes, AIFS 
Professor Ilan Katz, Director, SPRC, UNSW 
Mr Peter Kriesler, UNSW ASB 
Ms Clare Martin, NCOSS 
Gawaine Powell-Davies UNSW Medicine  
Professor Peter Saunders, SPRC, UNSW 
Dr. Jen Skattebol SPRC, UNSW 
Mr Richard Spencer, Benevolent society 
Ms Sonja Stewart, Community services 
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SPRC Staff 

(As at December 31, 2010) 

Executive Staff 

Professor and Director 
Ilan Katz 
BA Witwatersrand, PhD Brunel 
 
Professor and Deputy Director 
Deborah Brennan 
BA Syd. MA Macq. PhD Syd., FASSA 
 
Associate Director 
Melissa Roughley 
BSocSc UNSW 
 

Research Staff 

Honorary Professor 
Peter Saunders 
BSc DipEc S’ton, PhD Syd., FASSA 
 
Professorial Fellow 
Bettina Cass 
BA PhD UNSW, AO, FASSA 
 
Professor 
Peter Whiteford 
BA (Hons) Qld, Litt. B. ANU, D. Phil. York 
 
Emeritus Professor 
Susan Kippax 
BA (Hons) Usyd, PhD Usyd  
 
Associate Professor 
Karen Fisher 
BA LLB Auck., MEc Macq, PhD, UNSW 
 
ARC QEII Fellow 
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Cathy Thomson  
BA Syd., MA UNSW 
 
Research Associates 
Elizabeth Adamson 
MSc (Policy Studies), Edinburgh (Scotland), BA 
(Hons), Queens (Canada) 
 
Megan Blaxland  
BSocSc (Hons) UNSW, PhD Syd. 
 
Jasmine Bruce 
BA (Hons) Syd, PhD UNSW 
 
Robyn Edwards 
BSocWk (Hons) UNSW 
 
Saul Flaxman 
BSocSC (Hons), UNSW  
 
Sandra Gendera 
MA Vienna 
 
Megan Griffiths (on leave) 
BSocSc (Hons) UNSW 
 
Myra Hamilton ( on leave) 
BA (Hons) Syd. 
 
Philip Hayes  
BA NUI Galway, Msc Economics NUI Galway 

Silvia Mendolia (on leave) 
Laurea (BA Hons, Economics) University of Turin 
(Italy), MSc (Economics) UCL (UK) 
 
Killian Mullan 
MA NUI (Galway) PhD (Essex) 
 
Abigail Powell 
BA (Hons), Sheffield, MA Nottingham, PhD, 
Loughborough 
 
Christiane Purcal 
MA PhD Olden. 
 
Pooja Sawrikar 
BPsych PhD Syd. 
 

Jen Skattebol 
B Ed, Diploma of Teaching (Early Childhood), 
PhD, UWS 
 
Denise Thompson  
BA (Hons), PhD UNSW 
 
Melissa Wong 
BEcon Syd, MCom, PhD UNSW 
 
Anna Zhu  
BEcon UNSW 
Senior Research Officer  
Christine Eastman  
BA Comm (Social Inquiry) UTS,  
GC CommM UTS 
 
Research Officers 
David Abelló 
BASocSc UTS 
 
Jane Bullen  
BA (Hons) ANU 
PhD UTS 
 
Sharni Chan 
BA (Hons) UWS 
 
Bridget Jenkins  
BA(Hons) Syd 
 
BJ Newton  
BA (Hons) UNSW 
 
Ioana Oprea 
BEc., MA IPE Tsukuba, (Japan) 
 
Marianne Rajkovic 
BA (Hons), Dip Lib, North London MA UNSW 
 

Support Staff 

Administration Coordinator 

David Cami 
BSocWk Erasmus University Brussels, Diploma 
Ed CVO Panta Rhei 
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Administration Officer – Human Resources  
Lisa McElhinney 
 
Administration Assistant / Receptionist 
Rebecca Sinclair 
 
Events and Publications Officer 
Duncan Aldridge 
BA DipEd W’gong  
 
Communications Officer 
Juanita Vargas  
BA, Media Macq 
 
Project Manager 
Marie Delaney 
MA (Women's Studies) UNSW, Certificate 
Marketing Macq.GSM 
 
Research Support Coordinator  
Catherine Keast (on leave) 
BSc (Social Psychology), (Hons), University of 
Kent 
 
Project Support Officer 
Lucy Day 
BA (Hons) Communication Studies University 
College of Ripon and York St John 
 
Research Proposal Coordinator  
Carol Sullivan 
BA (Visual) CSA, MLITT (Women’s Studies) ANU 
 
Analysis and Reporting Manager 
Roxanne Lawson 
Assoc Dip (Bus Admin), OAC 
 

IPDRU Director and Professor of Indigenous 
Policy  
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Australian community attitudes to 
people with disability 
 
Karen Fisher, Christiane Purcal, Chris 
Deeming, Pooja Sawrikar, Ryan 
Gleeson, Denise Thompson (SPRC), 
Kristy Muir and Rosemary Kayess 
(DSRC)  

Principal funder: Department of Families, 
Housing, Community Services and 
Indigenous Affairs - SPRS  

 

Employment, Family and the Care of Dependent Others 

Leave behaviours of parents around the 
time of a birth and the impact on 
workforce participation and child 
outcomes 
 
Deborah Brennan, Peter Whiteford, 
Ian Watson and Anna Zhu 
 
Principal funder: Department of Families, 
Housing, Community Services and 
Indigenous Affairs - SPRS 

 

Social emotional wellbeing for children 
 
Gerry Redmond, Myra Hamilton, Ilan 
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  The Organisation and Delivery of Human Services 

Community Sector Workforce Profiling 
Project  
 
Fiona Hilferty Christine Eastman and 
Natasha Cortis 
 
Principal funders: Ageing Disability and 
Homecare (Department of Human 
Services, NSW) and Office of Industrial 
Relations 

Scoping of a longitudinal study on the 
lifelong support and service needs of 
people with a disability 
 
Denise Thompson, Ilan Katz, Chris 
Deeming and Marianne Rajkovic 

Principal funder: Ageing Disability and 
Homecare (Department of Human 
Services, NSW) 

Staying Home Leaving Violence 
 
Robyn Edwards 
 
Principal funder: Community Services, 
Department of Human Services, NSW 

State of children and young people in 
NSW 
 
Abigail Powell and Kristy Muir (DSRC) 
 
Principal funder: NSW Commission for 
Children and Young People 

Comparative Social Policy  

Literature review on Quality Assurance in 
the Child Welfare Area 
 
Marilyn McHugh, kylie valentine and 
Tim Broady 
 
Principal funder: NSW Childrens’ 
Guardian 
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Australian Research Council Grants  awarded during 2010   

During 2010 SPRC staff prepared applications to the Australian Research Council for 
research funding under its Future Fellowship and Linkage programs. The successful 
applications listed below will commence in 2011. 

 

Future Fellowship 
Reconciling nations; what can Australia 
learn from the international experience 
of democratic dialogue? 
 
Sarah Maddison 
 

 

Linkage: 
Carers and social inclusion: new 
frameworks, evidence and policy lessons  
 
Trish, Bettina with Sue Yeandle 
(Leeds) and Sue Green (SSIS)  
 
Industry partners: Leeds University, NSW 
Health, Department of Education, 
Employment and Workplace Relations, 
Department of Families and 
Communities, South Australia, Social 
Inclusion Unit – South Australia, Carers 
Australia, Ageing, DisaR(,)7( q4ilit)-8(m)-11(n)4(d)7( )-T
1 b6(R(,)7a)4(l m]TJ
ET
1 scn
56.64 349.08 180.3)Tj4.04 re
f*
BT
0  scn
/T1_0 1 Tf
11.04 0 0 12(s)5(t)-4(r)75(u)Dcn
/8.506 0.741  scn
51.24 54tD 7i6 0 Td
[(e,)-8( D)1(ep)-6(ar)7(t)-4(m)-7(e)11(n)-7(t)-4( of)8 uman Services, 
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Indigenous Policy and Dialogue Research Unit: Research Program 

In 2010 the Indigenous Policy and Dialogue Research Unit continued to focus on ‘big picture’ 
projects concerning the reconciliation dialogue process and the use of evidence in Indigenous 
policy, while simultaneously conducting several smaller contracted projects across a range of 
policy areas.   

Reconciling nations; what can Australia 
learn from the international experience 
of democratic dialogue? 
 
Sarah Maddison 
 
ARC Future Fellowship 

Democratic dialogue and capabilities: 
New opportunities in post-reconciliation 
era Australia 
 
Sarah Maddison, Katherine Gelber 
(School of Social Sciences and 
International Studies), Patrick Dodson  
with Adam Kahane (Reos) 
 
ARC Linkage  
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Higher Degree Research Program 

During 2010 there were 22 students in the Centre’s growing program. Students are offered a 
unique opportunity to further their studies in areas that explore and extend the theory and 
practice of social policy in Australia and internationally. Higher degree research students 
enjoy a rich, collegial research culture and the benefit of studying within a centre recognized 
for its excellence in social policy research and engagement with other academics, government 
and non-government policy makers and service providers, forging effective knowledge-
creation partnerships. 

The SPRC Higher Degree Research student seminar series established during 2009 
continued during 2010, and also included a one-day workshop held in November. The 
program during 2010 included presentations from two PhD students visiting from Finland. 
The seminars presented during 2010 were based on the topics of the current postgraduate 
students. 

 

Timothy Broady  - PhD 

Supervisors: Ilan Katz (supervisor) and 
Marilyn McHugh (co-
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Peter Davidson - 
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Timothy Murton - PhD 

Supervisors: Peter Whiteford and Binh Tran-
Nam (joint supervisors) 

 

Linking social security reform to economic growth: a 
comparative study of China and Vietnam 

Yuvisthi Naidoo - PhD 

Supervisors: Peter Saunders and Bruce 
Bradbury (joint supervisors)  

 

 Living standards of the elderly: cross-national 
comparisons 

Meredith Nirui - PhD 
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Anne Wills - PhD 

Supervisors: Deborah Brennan (supervisor) 
and Bettina Cass (co-supervisor) 

 

Women caring for an adult child with disability: 
implications for retirement incomes 

 

Higher Degree Research Student Seminar Series 

valentine, k. ‘An introduction to Endnote’, 8 February. 

Smyth, C., ‘Using NVivo to organise research notes’, 8 February. 

Burnstock, T., ‘The place of Volunteer Home Visiting services in a continuum of early childhood 
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Annual Workshop for SPRC Higher Degree Research Students 

In addition to the HDR Seminar Program, during 2010 the first Annual Workshop for SPRC Higher 
Degree Research students was held during November. The program for the workshop featured 
presentations from current and commencing students. 
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Intern Program 

Congruent with the Centre’s strategic objective of building capacity for the next generation of 
social policy researchers, the SPRC has established an internship program which enables 
senior undergraduate and postgraduate students from Australia and overseas to undertake 
unpaid placements in a leading multi-disciplinary policy research environment. Interns have 
unique opportunities to gain an understanding of social policy in a dynamic and high profile 
research environment, to get practical experience in research and evaluation, and to develop 
their research and analytical skills. 

During 2010, SPRC and IPDRU supported the interns listed below:  

Elizabeth Ingleson, Bachelor of Arts, University of New South Wales 
Naama Carlin, Bachelor of Arts, University of New South Wales 
Lisa Cantlon, Bachelor of International Studies and Law, University of Sydney 
Katia Tsiolkas, Bachelor of Arts/Law, Macquarie University 
Claudia Cowell, Bachelor of Arts (Development Studies), Macquarie University 
Jenna McConnachie, Bachelor of Arts/Law, Monash University 
Lise Lafferty, Master of Indigenous Studies and Master of Social Development, University of 
New South Wales 
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Dissemination 

SPRC Newsletter 

The SPRC publishes a regular newsletter containing articles about current issues in social 
policy, reports from research in progress in the Centre, information about forthcoming and 
recent seminars and conferences, and other information of interest to the social policy 
community. The SPRC Newsletter is available free of charge by post or through the Centre’s 
website (www.sprc.unsw.edu.au). The SPRC Newsletters published during 2010 were edited by 
Christiane Purcal and Cathy Thomson with assistance from Duncan Aldridge. 

http://www.sprc.unsw.edu.au/media/File/Report1_10_ActiveLinkingInitiativeEvaluation_Acc.rtf
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Hilferty, F., Cortis, N., Eastman, C. and Katz, I. ‘Profiling non-government community services 
organisations in NSW: A summary report’, SPRC Report 08/10, prepared for Ageing, Disability and 
Home Care, Department of Human Services 

Pe-
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Deeming, C. ‘Food and nutrition security at risk in later life: evidence from the United Kingdom 
Expenditure & Food Survey’ Journal of Social Policy DOI: 10.1017/S004727941000070X, published 
online: 6 October 2010 (Note: print publication in 2011) 

Deeming, C. ‘The historical development of family budget standards in Britain, from the 17th Century to 
the present’ 

http://search.informit.com.au/documentSummary;dn=991802461469963;res=E-LIBRARY
http://search.informit.com.au/documentSummary;dn=991802461469963;res=E-LIBRARY


 

31 

 

Muir, K., Fisher, K. R., Dadich, A. and Abelló, D. ‘“I didn’t like just sittin’ around all day”: facilitating social 
and community participation among people with mental illness and high levels of psychiatric disability’ 
Journal of Social Policy 39(3), 375-91 

Mullan, K., ‘Families that read: a time-diary analysis of young people’s and parents’ reading’ Journal of 
Research in Reading 33(4), 414-30 

Mullan, K. ‘Valuing parental childcare in the United Kingdom 
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Smyth, C., Blaxland, M. and Cass, B. ‘“So that’s how I found out I was a young carer and that I actually 
had been a carer most of my life”: identifying and supporting hidden young carers’ Journal of Youth 
Studies DOI 10.1080/13676261.2010.506524 (Note: print publication in 2011) 

Smyth, C., Cass, B. and Hill, T. ‘Children and young people as active agents in care-giving: agency and 
constraint’ Children and Youth Services Review published online 2 June 2010, DOI: 
10.1016/j.childyouth.2010.05.009 (Note: print publication in 2011) 

Spooner, C. and Dadich, A. ‘Issues for sustainability of non-
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Brigg, M., Maddison, S. and Altman, J. ‘Unsettling the Settler State: creativity and resistance in 
Indigenous Settler State governance’ Dialogue 29(2), 91-4 

Craig, L. ‘Valuing work, valuing care: policy logics, context and parental choice – review of Jane Millar 
Work-family Balance, Gender and Policy Cheltenham, UK Edward Elgar’ Sex Roles 63(7-8), 598-600 

Craig, L. ‘Unpaid work’, in A. Reilly (ed.) Encyclopaedia of Motherhood Vol. 3, New York: Sage, 1232-3 

Fisher, K. R., Gleeson, R., Edwards, R., Purcal, C., Sitek, T., Dinning, B., Laragy, C., D’eagher, L. and 
Thompson, D. ‘Effectiveness of individual funding approaches for disability support’ FaHCSIA 
Occasional Paper 29, Australian Government Department of Families, Housing, Community Services 
and Indigenous Affairs 

Flatau, P., Spencer, M., Eardley, T., Edwards, R., Conroy, E. Spooner, C. and Forbes, C. ‘Intergenerational 

http://www.fahcsia.gov.au/about/publicationsarticles/research/occasional/Pages/op27.aspx
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SPRC Seminar Series 

SPRC held 18 seminars in 2009, six of which were delivered by international researchers. Four 
seminars were organised with other UNSW units, including three with the Indigenous Policy and 
Dialogue Research Unit, and one with the Disability Studies and Research Centre. 

SPRC Seminar Program, Session 1 
 
15 Jan  
Dr Dalia Ben-Galim 
(Institute for Public Policy Research, UK) 

Parents at the centre: child poverty & 
early years policy in the UK 

9 Feb 
Kerry Wilson 
(Centre for Cultural Leadership, Liverpool 
John Moores University, UK) 

Social policy, belief and responsibility in 
the arts: comparative experiences of 
cultural sector leaders in Australia and 
the UK 

16 Feb 
Michael Lipsky 
(Demos, Georgetown Public Policy 
Institute, US) 

Reflections on street level bureaucracy 
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18 May  
Dr Abi Powell  
(SPRC, UNSW) 

Encounters with engineering: 
experiences of women students in the 
UK 

8 Jun 
Dr Jen Skattebol 
(SPRC, UNSW) 

Locational differences in young people’s 
experiences of economic adversity 

15 Jun 
Prof Raewyn Connell 
(Faculty of Education and Social Work, 
University of Sydney) 

Thinking social science from the South: 
an invitation to re-think our position in 
the global political economy of 
knowledge 

 

SPRC Seminar Program, Session 2 
27 July  
Prof Don Weatherburn  
(NSW Bureau of Crime Statistics and 
Research) 

Violence against women: the impact of 
economic stress, social stress and social 
support 

24 August 
Dr Peter Siminski  
(School of Economics, University of 
Wollongong) 

Is the age gradient in self-reported 
material hardship explained by 
resources, needs, behaviours or reporting 
bias? 

31 August  
Prof Sue Kippax 
(SPRC, UNSW) 

HIV prevention: current challenges for social 
science 

14 Sept 
Prof Janeen Baxter and Sandra 
Buchler  
(School of Social Science and Institute for 
Social Science Research, University of 
Queensland) 

Parenthood transitions and gender role 
attitudes: why does becoming a parent 
make men more conservative? 

20 September  
Dr Karen Throsby 
(Department of Sociology, University of 
Warwick, UK) 

‘I’d be embarrassed to have it out 
because I had it done on the National 
Health Service’: obesity surgery, morality 
and anti-obesity policy in the UK 

19 October  
Dr Reza Hasmath  
(Department of Sociology, University of 
Toronto) 

The ethnic penalty in the labour market: 
potential causes and policy options 

2 November 
Dr Xiaoping Fang 
(China Research Centre, University of 
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In-kind contributions from Industry Partners on ARC Linkage Grants 

Project Title Principal funder Partner in-kind contributions 

Trends in Time Australian Research 
Council, Linkage Grant 
Scheme  

Department of Housing, Families, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs  
($43,048.00)  
Australian Bureau of Statistics ($20,000.00)  
Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission ($10,559.00) 

Where's the evidence? 
Understanding the use of evidence in 
Indigenous policy 

Australian Research 
Council, Linkage 
Grant Scheme 

Australian Human Rights Commission ($41,526.00)  
Lingari Foundation ($73,792.00) 

Supporting families: Horizontal and 
vertical equity in the Australian tax 
benefit system in historical and 
comparative perspectives 

Australian Research 
Council, Linkage 
Grant Scheme 

Department of Housing, Families, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs  
 ($68,000.00)  
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Social Inclusion Unit Department of the Premier and Cabinet (TAS) ($7,436.00)  
St Vincent De Paul Society National Council of Australia Inc ($7,000.00)  

Experiences of Families with Children 
with Disabilities in China 

Australian Research 
Council, Linkage 
Grant Scheme 

Right to Play China ($5,000.00) 
 

Social Support to Older People with a 
Disability in China 

Australian Research 
Council, Linkage 
Grant Scheme 

China Research on Ageing ($83,227.00) 
 

Transition to adulthood of young 
people with disabilities from state 
care in China 

Australian Research 
Council, Linkage 
Grant Scheme 

Right to Play (China) ($90,000.00) 
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Statement of Financial Performance 2010 

 

     
  

2010 2009  NOTES  

  
$ $ 

 Income 
    

 
External Revenue 

   

 
External Research  3,611,824 5,716,968 * 

 
Commercial Income 152,187 295,411 

 

 
Total External Funds                                3,764,011 6,012,379 (a) 

     

     

 
UNSW Contribution                         2,112,706 1,249,786 (b) 

     

 
TOTAL INCOME 5,876,717 7,262,165 

 Expenses 
    

 
Payroll 5,802,212 5,721,693 

 

 
Equipment 21,863 81,707 

 

 
Materials                                                                 1,346,486 1,809,698 

 

 
Travel 260,892 290,994 

 

 
TOTAL EXPENSES 7,431,453 7,904,092 
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Operating result  (1,554,737) (641,927) (c)  

     Surplus(Deficit) Bfwd from Prior Year              (425,810) 315,331 
 

     Correction of Prior Year Accumulated Fund  0 (99,215) 
 

     Adjusted Brought forward  (425,810) 216,116 
 

    


