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Scope  

This Policy applies to bachelor pass and honours programs, including 
integrated cross-career dual award programs where the combination of a 
bachelor degree and a masters (extended) degree lead to a single primary 
professional qualification. 

Policy Provisions  
 

1. University Medal Committee  

On the advice of the President and Vice-Chancellor, a UNSW Council appointed committee will receive 
and consider recommendations for awards of a University Medal. The Committee shall normally 
comprise: 

�x The President and Vice-Chancellor or nominee (as Presiding Member) 
�x President, Academic Board 
�x Deputy President Academic Board, nominated by the President. 

2. Timing of awards  

The award of the University Medal is normally to be determined by the University Medal Committee 
following the series of Faculty Assessment Review Group (FARG) or equivalent committee meetings 
which occur at the end of each term or semester. Nominations received may also be considered by the 
Committee via circulation. 

3. General principles  

The University Medal is awarded to recognise outstanding academic performance by a bachelor degree 
student across a program and/or a particular major within a program, inclusive of integrated cross-career 
dual award programs leading to a single primary professional qualification. 

On the recommendation of a FARG (or equivalent committee), the University Medal Committee may 
award a University Medal to a student (in a program leading to the award of a bachelor pass or honours 
degree or degrees) who has shown highly distinguished merit in completing their program of study. 

There will normally be only one Medal recipient per major (where a major exists) per program each term 
or semester. In exceptional circumstances two recipients may be considered if it is not academically 
possible to distinguish between the two candidates. 

Where a program or major is available at honours-level, it would normally be expected that only students 
completing at honours-level would be eligible for the award of a University Medal. 

The University Medal Committee will take into account the whole undergraduate academic record of the 
student. This includes performance in the bachelor-level pass degree (at UNSW or elsewhere) on which 
admission to the honours was based and the honours year itself (where this is a separate program) or 
the entire program where honours is embedded. 

In order to be considered eligible for the award of a Medal, students will normally have completed at 
least 48 UOC of Level III courses (or above) at UNSW. For students who have completed part of their 
studies at another university, such studies will be considered in awarding Medals and the FARG (or 
equivalent committee) should ensure comparability with UNSW students. 

Students enrolled in a dual award program leading to the award of two bachelor degrees may be 
considered eligible for the award of a Medal in both awards. 
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