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1.  Executive 
Summary

Global climate change is exposing existing buildings  
to conditions they were not designed to face, with a 
hspxjoh!offe!gps!jodsfbtfe!fǼdjfodz-!up!sfevdf!uif!
operational cost and carbon dioxide emissions. To meet 
uiftf!hpbmt-!ftubcmjtife!cvjmejoht!offe!fofshz!sfuspǺut/

Australia’s aged care industry has been a growing 
business in recent years. The industry consists of over 
900 companies that cater for nearly 190,000 residents 
[2]. Almost 85% of the energy consumed in aged care 
centres is used for heating, ventilation, cooling, lighting, 
and appliances [3]. This report tackles the operational 
energy consumption challenge for an existing aged  
care facility, using a real-life case study to visualise  
the impact of each energy optimisation strategy.  
A high-level framework prioritising different building 
enhancement methods is presented in this report. 

A typical aged care facility centre is selected as a case 
study to explore opportunities to reduce energy 
consumption. A dynamic thermal model of the aged 
care centre buildings is simulated with the TRNSys 
software tool, reproducing the thermal features and 
building services in the real building. 

Uijt!sfqpsu!tvnnbsjtft!uif!Ǻoejoht!pg!uif!qfsgpsnfe!
analysis on the existing conditions and provides 
recommendations for the improvement of the aged  
care building complex and the minimisation of the 
energy consumption. The complex has eight buildings 
with structural and energy performance features that 
are representative of the typology and construction 
period (1990s). 

The analysis showed that most rooms should have 
higher daylight levels, while some spaces, such as the 
lobby in building A and the corridors connecting 
cvjmejoht-!tipvme!cf!tibefe/!Uif!vtf!pg!npsf!fǼdjfou!
light sources and daylight linked controls in the 
common spaces may reduce the total lighting load (kW) 
and the annual energy (kWh) ranging from 20 to 90%.

The baseline scenario for determining feasible 
interventions is based on the fact that heating load  
(193 kWh/m2b*!jt!uif!nptu!tjhojǺdbou!jttvf!up!beesftt/!
Still, hot water production is crucial, and the other 
fofshz!vtft!bsf!opu!jotjhojǺdbou/

As a result, the primary focus is on lowering heating 
requirements. The main causes for those are:

 •  The uninsulated roof, which has a major impact on 
energy performance in a low-rise building, the 
uninsulated walls and the poor-performance 
windows.

! ǋ!!Uif!IWBD!tztufn!mbht!jo!fǼdjfodz-!cpui!gps!tqbdf!
heating and for domestic hot water (DHW) 
preparation. Replacing it will therefore have quite an 
impact on respective energy consumption.  

A complete ... 
retrofitting 
package will 
lead to  
total energy  
savings of 
88.2%
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Based on these conclusions, the following 
recommendations are feasible:

! ǋ!!Sfgvscjtinfou!pg!uif!sppg-!Ǻuujoh!23!dn!pg!njofsbm!
��
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2.  Regulations, 
Standards,  
and guidelines 

The regulatory documents and Standards used for the 
analysis and the proposals are:

 •  National Construction Code of 
Australia 2019 Volume One.

 •  ANSI/ASHRAE 62.1-2019 Ventilation  
for acceptable indoor air quality

 •  ANSI/ASHRAE 55-2020 Thermal 
environmental conditions for  
human occupancy

 •  ASHRAE Handbook Fundamentals 2017, 
Chapter 18: Nonresidential cooling 
and heating load calculation 

 •  ISO 17772-1-2017 Energy performance 
of buildings -Indoor environmental 
quality, Part 1: Indoor environmental 
input parameters for the design and 
assessment of energy performance of 
buildings

 •  AS 1668.2-2012 The use of ventilation 
and air conditioning in buildings, 
Part 2: Mechanical ventilation in 
buildings

 •  AS/NZS 1680.1-2006: Interior and 
workplace lighting, Part 1 - General 
principals and recommendations.

 •  AS/NZS 1680.2.1-2008: Interior and 
workplace lighting, Part 1- Specific 
applications. Circulation spaces and 
other general areas.

 •  AS/NZS 1680.2.2-2008: Interior and 
workplace lighting, Part 1 - Specific 
applications. Office and screen-based 
tasks.
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3.  Introduction

The selected case study building is a typical aged care 
centre built in Australia in the 1990s, representative of 
many other centres built in the same period. In fact, 
the aim of selecting this case study lies in the potential 
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Figure 1. Climatic data for Canberra [5].

4.   Aged Care 
Facility in 
Canberra

4.1. Case study description
4.1.1. Climate
The aged care facility centre is located in the central 
part of Canberra, at 622 m above sea level. In Köppen’s 
dmjnbuf!dmbttjǺdbujpo-!Dbocfssb!jt!dbufhpsjtfe!bt!Dgc-!
meaning that it has a temperate oceanic climate (mild 
summer and cold winters) [4], with moderate seasonal 



Energy Efficiency Training and Information Project • Commercial Buildings • Aged Care Centre in Canberra 9

4.1.2. Building complex description
The centre was constructed in 1995 (Figure 2). Its 
dmbttjǺdbujpo-!bddpsejoh!up!uif!Obujpobm!Dpotusvdujpo!
Code, is Class 9c: residential care buildings that may 
contain residents who have various care level needs, 
namely a place of residence where 10% or more of 
persons who reside there need physical assistance  
in conducting their daily activities and to evacuate  
the building during an emergency [6]. The centre has 
eight separate buildings (A-H) and provides care to  
80 residents 24 hours a day. The under-ceiling height  
for the residential part of the aged care centre is  
2.4 m. Figure 3 illustrates the treemap chart of the 
gross internal area of case study buildings. The total 
hsptt!ǻpps!bsfb!jt!5-618!n±/

4.1.3. Energy consumption and sources 
Natural gas is used for water heating and food 
preparation, while electricity is used for heating, 
ventilation, air conditioning, lighting and appliances.  

Figure 2. Northern view of buildings A and F of the complex.

Figure 3. Gross floor divided area of case study 
building.

Kitchen and dining area, 604

Lounge and lobbies, 438

Offices and 
staff rooms, 
207

Community rooms and library, 545

Corridors, stairs and store rooms, 1608

Individual rooms, 1105
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4.2.3.2. Roof

The roof is composed of 4 layers: concrete tiles as the 
top layer, an air gap, sarking, and plasterboard inside.  
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4.2.9. Schedules
The schedules of occupancy, lighting and appliances of 
the guestrooms are selected based on page 348 of the 
Australian national construction code [6]. The occupancy, 
lighting and appliance schedules for common zones 1-8 
)pǼdft-!fousbodf-!nffujoh!sppnt-!fud/*!bsf!dpotjefsfe!
based on pages 348-349 in NCC [6].  

Table 9. Occupancy, lighting and appliances schedules

Time Occupancy 
(Mon-Fri)

Occupancy  
(Sat-Sun & holidays)

Artificial 
lighting

Appliances and 
equipment

00:00-01:00 0.85 0.85 0.05 0.20
01:00-02:00 0.85 0.85 0.05 0.20
02:00-03:00 0.85 0.85 0.05 0.15
03:00-04:00 0.85 0.85 0.05 0.15
04:00-05:00 0.85 0.85 0.05 0.15
05:00-06:00 0.85 0.85 0.25 0.15
06:00-07:00 0.85 0.85 0.80 0.40
07:00-08:00 0.85 0.85 0.80 0.80
08:00-09:00 0.75 0.65 0.50 0.50
09:00-10:00 0.75 0.65 0.40 0.40
10:00-11:00 0.75 0.65 0.40 0.40
11:00-12:00 0.85 0.85 0.40 0.40
12:00-13:00 0.85 0.85 0.40 0.40
13:00-14:00 0.85 0.85 0.40 0.40
14:00-15:00 0.85 0.85 0.40 0.40
15:00-16:00 0.75 0.65 0.40 0.40
16:00-17:00 0.75 0.65 0.40 0.40
17:00-18:00 0.85 0.85 0.70 0.70
18:00-19:00 0.85 0.85 0.70 0.70
19:00-20:00 0.85 0.85 0.70 0.70
20:00-21:00 0.85 0.85 0.50 0.60
21:00-22:00 0.85 0.85 0.50 0.60
22:00-23:00 0.85 0.85 0.50 0.40
23:00-00:00 0.85 0.85 0.05 0.20
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4.3.2. Lighting analysis result
The results are analysed in two parts: 

1)  The assessment of the existing natural conditions; 
and 

2)  The calculation of the existing lighting power density 
)X0n±*!boe!uif!qspqptbm!pg!tdfobsjpt!gps!uif!
reduction of the energy consumption for lighting.

4.3.2.1. Natural lighting 

The building has many openings on all elevations. Most 
of the windows are partly shaded by the protruding roof 
and by the other buildings of the complex. The natural 
lighting conditions have been studied in all common 
spaces and in indicative rooms and bedrooms (Table 
11). 

The rooms have average Daylight Factors usually below 
2% (1.3-2%), which is lower than the required by the 
NCC Daylight Factor (2%). Even though the rooms have 
large, glazed surfaces, the room depth affects the 
daylight availability. The daylight in the rooms could be 
increased with the use of skylights or light pipes placed 
towards the deepest and darker parts of the rooms. The 
lobby in Building A has a very high average Daylight 
Factor (11.5%) due to the skylight. If the skylight is not 
currently shaded, exterior shading or special glazing 
with shading elements should be considered. 

Other spaces with very high daylight levels are the 
corridors between the Buildings (Wings) of the hostel, 
which appear to have glazing on both walls. If these 
corridors are not already shaded, they should be shaded 
using exterior elements (rollers, louvres, etc.) to avoid 
glare and overheating issues.

The rest of the spaces of the hostel are considered well 
lit, and interior shading devices, such as curtains, 
louvres and rollers, should provide comfortable visual 
conditions.

4.3.2.2. Artificial lighting

The facility management of the building complex 
qspwjefe!uif!qptjujpot!pg!uif!mjhiujoh!Ǻyuvsft!jo!uif!
building. The system has been updated to use LED 
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Figure 4. SketchUp model.

The simulation includes two main parts. First, the 
cvjmejoh!xbt!efǺofe!jo!TlfudiVq!tpguxbsf!boe!uifo!

457.06464. Sk5.1odel.
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5.2. TRNSys
The TRNSys software tool is used to simulate the 
behaviour of transient systems. TRNSYS has an 
extensive library of components, which can help model 
the performance of all parts of the system. TRNBuild is 
the tool used to enter input data for multizone buildings. 
It allows specifying all the building structure details, 
as well as everything that is required to simulate the 
thermal behaviour of the building, such as windows 
optical properties, heating and cooling schedules,  
etc. [10].

After importing the aged care centre buildings model 
into TRNSys, all building structural parameters (walls, 
windows, doors, etc.), schedules (occupancy, lighting, 
and appliances), internal loads, and HVAC systems 
)tfuqpjou-!wfoujmbujpo-!joǺmusbujpo-!boe!dpngpsu*!xfsf!
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5.3.3. Roof insulation
Insulation is a cost-effective way to save energy and 
improve the indoor environment. Roof insulation refers 
to the addition of a layer of Mineral wool (thickness 
of 12 cm) between the ceiling and the external roof, 
leading to an average R-value of 3.70 m2K/W.

5.3.4. Ceiling fans
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6.1. Base building 
modelling
The result of the building simulations in Canberra is 
presented in this section. Hourly energy demand for 
heating and cooling (sensible and latent) is illustrated  
in Figure 5. The monthly energy demand is presented  
in Figure 6.  

6.   Results

Figure 5. Hourly energy demand for HVAC purposes.

Figure 6. Monthly energy demand for HVAC purposes.
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Figure 11. Monthly building energy gain.

Table 13. Retrofit cases.

The monthly energy gain of 
the hotel building and the 
joǻvfodf!pg!fbdi!gbdups!jo!
the total energy demand is 
presented in Figure 11.

6.2. 
Retrofit 
scenarios
Uif!jowftujhbufe!sfuspǺu!
cases in this report are 
presented in Table 13.  

Cases Description 

Baseline

The lighting power density was calculated using the lighting drawings provided by the building 
nbobhfnfou!boe!po!bttvnqujpot!bcpvu!uif!xbuubhf!pg!uif!Ǻyuvsft/!Uif!mjhiu!tpvsdft!vtfe!bsf!
ǻvpsftdfou!uvcft!ps!dpnqbdu!ǻvpsftdfou!mbnqt/!Ifbujoh!boe!dppmjoh!tfuqpjou!boe!tfucbdl!ufnqfsbuvsft!
are set according to the NCC. Natural gas boiler for space heating and domestic hot water is assumed.

Case A Baseline + lighting scenario 1:!Uif!ovncfs!pg!mjhiujoh!Ǻyuvsft!jt!uif!tbnf!bt!jo!uif!Cbtf!dbtf!tdfobsjp-!
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Between the presented scenarios, Case F has the 
nptu!sfuspǺuujoh!tufqt/!Ubcmf!25!tipxt!uif!joǻvfodf!
pg!ejggfsfou!sfuspǺuujoh!dbtft!po!ifbujoh!boe!dppmjoh!
loads. Also, Table 15 demonstrates the impact of 
ejggfsfou!sfuspǺu!tdfobsjpt!po!fmfdusjdjuz!boe!obuvsbm!hbt!
consumption in the case study aged care centre. The 
result shows that by improving the building condition, 
55.1% and 53.2% of the needed natural gas and 
electricity can be reduced, respectively. A more detailed 
jmmvtusbujpo!pg!uif!sfuspǺuujoh!jnqbdu!jt!qsftfoufe!jo!
Figures 12-14.    

Table 14. Simulation results – Heating and cooling loads.
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Figure 12. Site energy of the retrofit scenarios.

Figure 13. Share of site energy for the 
baseline (kWh/m2a).

Figure 14. Share of Site energy for retrofit 
scenario – case F (kWh/m2a).

Lighting

Appliances
Cooling

Heating

Cooling

Lighting

Appliances

Heating

DHW

DHW

Cooling





26 Energy Efficiency Training and Information Project • Commercial Buildings • Aged Care Centre in Canberra

requirements are expected to drop. Also, the results 
show that the cooling load in 2030 can be reduced by 
53.6% in the case of a complete refurbishment of the 
aged care centre. The resulting reduction in the total 
electricity demand of the building is 29.8%. 

6.4. Discussion and 
recommendations
The energy performance of the aged care centre was 
simulated in order to elaborate the baseline conditions 
based on the building’s construction and operational 
features and in accordance with the foresight of 
sftqfdujwf!tuboebset!boe!sfhvmbujpot/!Uif!Ǻoejoht!
suggest that, in particular, heating but also cooling 
energy usage are relatively high. Electricity usage of 
appliances, lights and the energy required for hot  
xbufs!hfofsbujpo!bsf!bmtp!tjhojǺdbou/!Uif!gpmmpxjoh!
suggestions are made to reduce energy consumption:

 •  The simulations proved that the natural lighting 
levels in the bedrooms are lower than they should 
be. Also, spaces with skylights or large glazed areas 
should be shaded to prevent excessive heat from 
entering the building.

! ǋ!!Uif!bsujǺdjbm!mjhiujoh!bobmztjt!tipxfe!uibu!uif!
sfqmbdfnfou!pg!jofǼdjfou!mjhiu!tpvsdft!boe!uif!vtf!
of daylight linked controls may result in a reduction 
of the total lighting load (kW) and the annual energy 
(kWh) ranging from 20 to 90%.

 •  Thermal insulation of the roof and external walls, 
leading to a reduction of both heating and  
cooling loads.

 •  Refurbishment of the windows, with new  
aluminium framed, double glazed ones, of high 
fofshz!fǼdjfodz-!tp!bt!up!sfevdf!uifsnbm!mpttft! 
in winter, solar loads in summer and achieve 
air-tightness throughout the year.

 •  Installation of ceiling fans to reduce cooling 
demands.

 •  Installation of an air-to-water heat pump (AWHP)  
or a ground source heat pump (GSHP) to meet the 
space heating, space cooling and DHW demand  
tp!bt!up!sfevdf!uif!Ǻobm!fofshz!sfrvjsfnfou/!

In conclusion, a complete renovation package is 
suggested that includes the drastic improvement  
of the building envelope’s thermal protection by  
means of insulation of external walls and roof, 
replacement of the windows and glazed surfaces,  
the upgrading of the lighting system, the installation  
of ceiling fans, and eventually the use of a GSHP or,  
if this is not possible, of AWHP. Such a package will  
lead to energy savings of 88.2%, resulting in an energy 
dpotvnqujpo!pg!48/5!lXi0n±b-!dpnqbsfe!up!uif!
cbtfmjof!pg!427/7!lXi0n±b/  
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   Attachment 1
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   Attachment 2

Fig. A3. Exterior view of the complex.




