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Course Overview

Staff Contact Details

Convenors

Name Email AvailabilityName

mailto:h.pringle@unsw.edu.au


Acknowledgement of Country

UNSW Arts, Design and Architecture Kensington and Paddington campuses are built on Aboriginal
Lands. We pay our respects to the Bidjigal and Gadigal peoples who are the Custodians of these lands.
We acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, the First Australians, whose lands,
winds and waters we all now share, and pay respect to their unique values, and their continuing and
enduring cultures which deepen and enrich the life of our nation and communities.  

 

 

  Image courtesy of the Office of the Pro Vice-Chancellor Indigenous UNSW's Indigenous strategy
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Assessment

Assessment task Weight Due Date Course Learning
Outcomes Assessed

1. Test 30% 06/07/2022 11:59 PM 1, 6, 8

2. Research Essay 55% 25/07/2022 11:59 PM 2, 3, 5, 7

3. Group presentation 15% 03/08/2022 04:00 PM 1, 2, 3, 4, 8

Assessment 1: Test

Start date: 29/06/2022 11:59 PM
Due date: 06/07/2022 11:59 PM

Test is online. Students will receive marks and comments online. 

Additional details

This online test will be undertaken during Week 5. It will consist of short questions and short-answer
questions, designed to assess your knowledge and understanding of the fundamentals of international
law and treaty law as addressed in classes and associated readings.

Assessment 2: Research Essay

Assessment length:



Are relevant examples used to support arguments?

Do conclusions flow from evidence?

Are the sources scholarly?

Does the essay say something meaningful regarding the relationship of international law to
international politics, making some reference to theoretical literature?
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Criteria for Marking Group Presentations

Students will be marked individually, not as a group, and whether the individual contribution to the
presentation

1 Contains factually accurate and up-to-date information on the subject matter, including some legal
detail

2 Accurately reflects the position of the individual being represented. If in the role of the interviewer:
introduces the issue and provides the context within which the audience can follow the discussion;
clarifies any points that could seem unclear to a general audience, and succinctly draws the
discussion to a close.

3 Links international law with the political context in which it functions.

4 Demonstrates research into scholarly sources of information/documents as well as internet/media
sources as appropriate to the topic.

5 Keeps within the stipulated time constraints. If in the role of the interviewer: distributes the questions
appropriately around the group ensuring roughly equivalent time to group members and manages
the presentation within the specified time limits.

6 Presents the information in an engaging manner.
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Resources

Prescribed Resources

The set readings for each class are all contained in the set core textbook, which can be bought as hard
copy, or is available online through the UNSW Library website: http://www.library.unsw.edu.au. The set
core textbook is:

Shirley V. Scott, International Law in World Politics: An Introduction 3rd ed (Lynne Rienner, 2017)

A valuable reference work is:

Shirley V. Scott ed., International Law and Politics: Key Documents (Lynne Rienner, 2006)

Recommended Resources

Useful additional readings include 

International law textbooks 

Anthony Aust, Modern Treaty Law and Practice (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000).

Anthony Aust, Handbook of International Law 2nd ed. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010).

Sam Blay, Ryszard Piotrowicz and Martin Tsamenyi ed., Public International Law: An Australian
Perspective 2nd ed. (Oxford: Oxford: University Press, 2008).

James Crawford. Brownlie’s Principles of Public International Law 8th ed. (Oxford: Oxford: University
Press, 2012).

A. Cassese, International Law 2nd ed. (Oxford: Oxford: University Press, 2005). 

M.D. Evans, International Law 3rd ed. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010). 

D.J. Harris, Cases and Materials on International Law 8th ed. (London: Sweet & Maxwell, 2015).

Rosalyn Higgins, Problems and Process: International Law and How to Use It (Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 1994).

P. Malanczuk, Akehurst’s Modern Introduction to International Law 7th ed. (London: Routledge, 1997).

Brian R. Opeskin and Donald R. Rothwell ed., International Law and Australian Federalism

http://www.library.unsw.edu.au


http://www.library.unsw.edu.au


of International Law 2 (1991) 66-96.

Jeffrey L. Dunoff and Mark A. Pollack ed., Interdisciplinary Perspectives on International Law and
International Relations: The State of the Art (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2013).

R. Fisher, ‘International Law: A Toolbox for the Statesman’ California Western International Law Journal
9 (1979) 472-92.

T.M. Franck, The Power of Legitimacy among Nations (New York, Oxford University Press, 1990).

Jack Landman Goldsmith and Eric Posner, The Limits of International Law (Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 2005).

A.T. Guzman, ‘A Compliance-Based Theory of International Law’ California Law Review 90.6 (2002)
1823-1887.

A.G. Guzman, How International Law Works: A Rational Choice Theory of International Law (2008).

Emilie Hafner-Burton, David G. Victor and Yonatan Lupa, ‘Political Science Research on International
Law: The State of the Field’ American Journal of International Law 106 (2012) 47-97.

L. Henkin, How Nations Behave: Law and Foreign Policy 2nd ed. (New York: Columbia University Press,
1979).

D. Kennedy, ‘A New Stream of International Law Scholarship’ Wisconsin International Law Journal 7
(1988) 1-49.

Koskenniemi, M., From Apology to Utopia: The Structure of International Legal Argument (Helsinki:
Finnish Lawyers Pub. Co., 1989).

M Koskenniemi, The Gentle Civilizer of Nations: The Rise and Fall of International Law
1870-1960 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002).

M. Koskenniemi, ‘The Politics of International Law’ European Journal of International Law 1 (1990) 6-15.

M.E. O’Connell, The Power and Purpose of International Law: Insights from the Theory and Practice of
Enforcement (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008).

N. Purvis, ‘Critical Legal Studies in Public International Law’ Harvard International Law Journal 32.1
(Winter 1991) 81-127.

C. Reus-Smit ed., The Politics of International Law, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 2004.

Simmons, B.A. Mobilizing for Human Rights: International Law in Domestic Politics (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2009).

B.A. Simmons and R.H. Steinberg ed., International Law and International Relations: An International
Organisations Reader (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007).

A. Slaughter, A.S. Tulmello and S. Wood, ‘International Law and International Relations Theory: A New
Generation of Interdisciplinary Scholarship’ American Journal of International Law 92 (1998) 367-397.
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A. Slaughter Burley, ‘International Law and International Relations Theory: A Dual Agenda’ American
Society of International Law 87.2 (1993) 205-239.

R.H. Steinberg and J.M. Zasloff, ‘Power and International Law’ American Journal of International Law
100.1 (2006) 64-87.

Recommended online materials and other useful sources 

Wikipedia can be a⸵ㄸ㈷〰㥂吠愹㠸㐰〰⸰〰〰‰⸰ひ吲琰〠〮〰〰〷er it is 

http://www.icj-cij.org


Submission of Assessment Tasks

Turnitin Submission

If you encounter a problem when attempting to submit your assignment through Turnitin, please
telephone External Support on 9385 3331 or email them on externalteltsupport@unsw.edu.au . Support
hours are 8:00am – 10:00pm on weekdays and 9:00am – 5:00pm on weekends (365 days a year). If you
are unable to submit your assignment due to a fault with Turnitin you may apply for an extension, but you
must retain your ticket number from External Support (along with any other relevant documents) to
include as evidence to support your extension application. If you email External Support you will
automatically receive a ticket number, but if you telephone you will need to specifically ask for one.
Turnitin also provides updates on their system status on Twitter.

Generally, assessment tasks must be submitted electronically via either Turnitin or a Moodle
assignment. In instances where this is not possible, it will be stated on your course’s Moodle site with
alternative submission details.

For information on how to submit assignments online via Moodle: https://student.unsw.edu.au/how-
submit-assignment-moodle
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Academic Information

https://www.un.org/en/sections/universal-declaration/index.html
https://www.un.org/en/sections/universal-declaration/index.html
http://www.tcpdf.org
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