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Structure of the Code

SECTION 1

Section 1 describes the governing principles and ethical framework to guide decisions and actions 
of all those involved in the care and use of animals for scienti�c purposes. The application of 
these governing principles is further developed in subsequent sections of the Code.

SECTION 2

Section 2 describes the responsibilities of institutions, AECs, investigators and animal carers. 
It also outlines responsibilities in situations involving more than one institution and/or AEC, 
and application to an AEC.

SECTION 3

Section 3 outlines the principles for supporting and safeguarding the wellbeing of animals used 
for scienti�c purposes in terms of the animal’s lifetime experience.

SECTION 4

Section 4 covers the care and use of animals in teaching activities, where the ’scienti�c purpose’ is 
to impart or demonstrate knowledge or techniques to achieve an educational outcome in science.

SECTION 5

Section 5 describes responsibilities for addressing complaints and non-compliance related to the 
care and use of animals for scienti�c purposes.

SECTION 6

Section 6 describes responsibilities related to the independent external review of the operation of 
institutions.

SECTION 7

Section 7 describes responsibilities related to the use of animals for cosmetic testing.



DEFINITIONS
Australian code for the care and use of animals for scienti�c purposes � 8th Edition 3

De�nitions

Activity: any action or group of actions undertaken that involves the care and use of animals, including 
acquisition, transport, breeding, housing and husbandry of those animals. An activity may involve one or 
more procedures. Activities are described in an application to the animal ethics committee. See also ‘Project’.

Adverse event: any event that has a negative impact on the wellbeing of an animal. See also ‘Unexpected  
adverse event’.

Alternative: encompasses replacement alternatives, reduction alternatives, and refinement alternatives 
as a whole. See ‘Replacement alternatives’, ‘Reduction alternatives’, ‘Refinement alternatives’.

Animal: any live non-human vertebrate (that is, fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals 
encompassing domestic animals, purpose-bred animals, livestock, wildlife) and cephalopods.

Animal carer: any person involved in the care of animals that are used for scientific purposes, including 
during their acquisition, transport, breeding, housing and husbandry.

Animal ethics committee (AEC): a committee constituted in accordance with the terms of reference 
and membership laid down in the Code.

Animal welfare: an animal’s quality of life, which encompasses the diverse ways an animal may 
perceive and respond to their circumstances, ranging from a positive state of wellbeing to a negative 
state of distress.

Animal wellbeing: see ‘Wellbeing’.

Application: a request for approval from an animal ethics committee to carry out a project or activity. 
An application may be for commencement of a project or activity, or an amendment to an approved 
project or activity.

Biological product: any product derived from animals, including blood products, vaccines, antisera, 
semen, antibodies and cell lines.

Clone: a genetic copy of another living or dead animal. A clone is not a twin derived by the fertilisation 
of an egg by a sperm.

Cloning to generate embryonic stem cells: the process of creating an embryo using cloning 
technology (usually somatic cell nuclear transfer) for the purpose of generating embryonic stem cells 
matched to the animal that donated the somatic cell.

Code: Australian code for the care and use of animals for scientific purposes.

Competent: the consistent application of knowledge and skill to the standard of performance required 
regarding the care and use of animals. It embodies the ability to transfer and apply knowledge and skill 
to new situations and environments.

Compliance: acting in accordance with the Code.

Con�ict of interest: a situation in which a person’s individual interests or responsibilities have the 
potential to influence the carrying out of his or her institutional role or professional obligations, or 
where an institution’s interests or responsibilities have the potential to influence the carrying out of 
its obligations.

Consensus: the outcome of a decision-making process whereby the legitimate concerns of members of 
the animal ethics committee are addressed and, as a result, all members accept the final decision, even 
though it may not be an individual’s preferred option.
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Current best practice: a practice, procedure, method or process that has proven to be most effective in 
supporting and safeguarding animal wellbeing, and that:

�t takes into consideration the relevant aspects of species-specific biology, physiology and behaviour

�t is based on the best available scientific evidence (or, in the absence of scientific evidence, accepted
practice), which includes the potential adverse impact of conditions and procedures on the wellbeing
of the animals

�t includes strategies to minimise adverse impacts.

Death as an endpoint: when the death of an animal is the deliberate measure used for evaluating 
biological or chemical processes, responses or effects—that is, the investigator will not intervene to kill 
the animal humanely before death occurs in the course of a scientific activity. ‘Death as an endpoint’ 
does not include the death of an animal by natuMC 
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Pain: an unpleasant sensory and emotional experience associated with actual or potential tissue damage. 
It may elicit protective actions, result in learned avoidance and distress, and modify species-speci�c traits 
of behaviour, including social behaviour.

Person with ultimate responsibility: person who is responsible for the overall management and 
conduct of an individual project, and for ensuring that clear lines of responsibility, communication and 
accountability regarding the care and use of animals in the project are identi�ed.

Procedure: a technique employed when caring for or using animals for scienti�c purposes. One or 
more procedures may be used in an activity.

Program of veterinary care: system for the provision of veterinary care and advice. Elements of the 
program should include, where appropriate, animal clinical care; emergency care; preventive medicine; 
anaesthesia, analgesia and surgery; and animal quarantine. The extent of this program will depend on 
several factors, such as:

�t the size of the establishment

�t the number of animals involved

�t the species used

�t the nature and complexity of the activities conducted.

Examples of relevant guidelines include the Guidelines for adequate veterinary care (American College 
of Laboratory Animal Medicine), Guidance for named veterinary surgeons (Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons) and Guidelines for the veterinary care of laboratory animals (Federation of European 
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Teaching activity:
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Governing principles

Definitions that are particularly relevant to this section:

�h activity

�h animal

�h current best practice

�h investigator

�h scientific purposes

This section describes the governing principles and ethical framework to guide 
decisions and actions of all people involved in the care and use of animals for  
scienti�c purposes. 

The application of these governing principles is further developed in subsequent 
sections of the Code. Each person involved in the care and use of animals for  
scienti�c purposes must consider the governing principles when applying the  
Code to their speci�c circumstance.

SECTION 1 �X GOVERNING PRINCIPLES
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Governing principles

1.1 Respect for animals must underpin all decisions and actions involving the care and use of animals 
for scientific purposes. This respect is demonstrated by:

 (i) using animals only when it is justified

 (ii) supporting the wellbeing of the animals involved

 (iii) avoiding or minimising harm, including pain and distress, to those animals

 (iv) applying high standards of scientific integrity

 (v) applying Replacement, Reduction and Refinement (the 3Rs) at all stages of animal care 
and use:

 (a) the Replacement
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1.17 Animals used must be suited to the purpose of the project or activity, taking into account 
their biological characteristics, including morphology, physiology, behaviour, genetic makeup, 
temperament and behavioural conditioning, microbiological and nutritional status, and general 
state of health.
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Re�nement

1.28 Steps must be taken at all times to support and safeguard animal wellbeing. The effectiveness of 
strategies for supporting and safeguarding animal wellbeing must be kept under review during the 
lifetime of activities, including projects. Where relevant and applicable, the outcome of this review 
must be implemented in current activities and taken into account in planning future activities, 
including projects.

1.29 People who care for and use animals must ensure that procedures are performed competently, and

 (i) be competent for the procedure they perform, or

 (ii) be under the direct supervision of a person who is competent to perform the procedure.

1.30 The duration of activities must be no longer than required to meet the aim(s) of the project, and 
must be compatible with supporting and safeguarding animal wellbeing. Animals must not be held 
for prolonged periods as part of an approved project before their use, without AEC approval.

Accept responsibilities

1.31 Institutions, AECs, and people involved in any aspect of the care and use of animals for scientific 
purposes must be aware of and accept their responsibilities (see Section 2), and act in accordance 
with the Code.

1.32 All activities, including projects, that involve the care and use of animals for scientific purposes must:

 (i) be subject to ethical review, approval and monitoring by an AEC

 (ii) commence only after approval has been granted by an AEC

 (iii) be conducted in accordance with the AEC approval

 (iv) cease if approval from the AEC is suspended or withdrawn.
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Responsibilities

Definitions that are particularly relevant to this section:

�h activity

�h animal

�h investigator

�h project

�h scientific purposes

This section describes the responsibilities of:

�t institutions (Chapter 2.1)

�t institutions regarding the governance of an animal ethics committee (Chapter 2.2)

�t animal ethics committees (Chapter 2.3)

�t investigators (including teachers and people involved in wildlife studies) (Chapter 2.4)

�t animal carers (Chapter 2.5)

�t institutions, investigators and animal ethics committees in situations involving use of
an external animal ethics committee, more than one institution and/or animal ethics
committee, and projects conducted in other countries (Chapter 2.6)

�t institutions with respect to developing an application form to an animal ethics
committee (Chapter 2.7).

For research, institutions and investigators are reminded of their obligations under the 
Australian code for the responsible conduct of research.

13
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Promote compliance

2.1.5 Institutions must promote compliance with the Code by:

 (i) nominating a senior member of the institution to be responsible for overall institutional 
governance with respect to the care and use of animals

 (ii) providing adequate resources to ensure that the AEC and people involved in the care and 
use of animals can meet their responsibilities, including monitoring animals and managing 
adverse impacts on their wellbeing

 (iii) promoting and facilitating adoption of the governing principles of the Code in all aspects 
of animal care and use, including coordinating planning and operations, and sharing 
resources and information, to facilitate the application of Replacement, Reduction and 
Refinement (the 3Rs)

 (iv) ensuring that policies and procedures are made available to all relevant people and AEC 
members, and are promoted within the institution. This includes institutional policies on 
the care and use of animals, work health and safety, confidentiality, freedom of information 
legislation, legal requirements, conscientious objection in the case of teaching activities, 
privacy and commercial-in-confidence considerations

 (v) ensuring that guidelines for animal care and use are developed in consultation with 
the AEC, approved by the AEC, and implemented and promoted within the institution. 
Guidelines must include:

 (a) how the competence of people involved in the care and use of animals will be 
assessed and ensured

 (b) strategies to ensure the maintenance of a health status of the animals that safeguards 
animal wellbeing and meets the requirements of their proposed use

 (c) monitoring and assessment of animals to ensure that any harm, including pain and 
distress, is promptly detected and managed

 (d) actions required for unexpected adverse events and emergencies, including those that 
require welfare interventions such as the emergency treatment or humane killing of 
any animal, to ensure that adverse impacts on animal wellbeing are addressed rapidly. 
Such guidance should include timeframes for actions, prompt reporting to the AEC, 
liaison between animal carers and investigators, and circumstances when consultation 
with a veterinarian, the performance of a necropsy by a competent person, and access 
to diagnostic investigations are required

 (e) approval, in advance, for the immediate use of animals, if required, for the diagnosis of 
unexplained and severe disease outbreaks, or morbidity/mortality, in animals or people

 (vi) ensuring availability and access to veterinary advice for the management and oversight  
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(iv) addressing concerns raised by the AEC regarding non-compliance with the Code that may
include disciplinary action upon the advice of the AEC

(v) seeking advice from the AEC on all matters that may affect the welfare of animals used
for scientific purposes by the institution, including the building or modification of animal
facilities or areas adjacent to animal facilities.

Identify clear lines of responsibility, communication and accountability

2.1.7 Institutions must identify clear lines of responsibility, communication and accountability by:

(i) ensuring that a person is responsible for the wellbeing of animals at any given time and is
clearly identified so that:

(a) animal wellbeing is monitored by competent people at all stages and sites of animal
care and use. The scope of day-to-day monitoring must be clearly outlined and
communicated to all parties

(b) appropriate actions are taken in cases of unexpected adverse events and emergencies
that require welfare interventions, such as treatment or humane killing of an animal

(c) disease outbreaks and emergencies, such as fire, power failure and biosafety issues,
are promptly detected and effectively managed

(ii)
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Monitor and review compliance

2.1.9 Institutions must regularly monitor and review institutional compliance with the Code by:

(i) ensuring that an independent external review is conducted at least every four years to
assess the institution’s compliance with the Code, and to ensure the continued suitability,
adequacy and effectiveness of its procedures to meet its responsibilities under the Code
(see Section 6)

(ii) conducting an annual review of the operation of the AEC (see Clauses 2.2.1 [v], 2.2.37
and 2.3.28–29)

(iii) conducting an annual review of the effectiveness of its processes regarding complaints and
non-compliance (see Section 5).

2.1.10 
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2.2 Responsibilities of institutions regarding the governance 
of�an animal ethics committee

Definitions that are particularly relevant to this section:

�t �B�O�J�N�B�M �t �J�O�T�U�J�U�V�U�J�P�O

�t �B�O�J�N�B�M���F�U�I�J�D�T���D�P�N�N�J�U�U�F�F �t �J�O�W�F�T�U�J�H�B�U�P�S

�t �H�P�W�F�S�O�J�O�H���C�P�E�Z���P�G���U�I�F���J�O�T�U�J�U�V�U�J�P�O �t�T �t
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Ensure appropriate animal ethics committee membership

Composition of the animal ethics committee

Chairperson

2.2.2 Institutions must appoint a chairperson of the AEC. Institutions should consider appointing 
a chairperson who holds a senior position in the institution. If the chairperson is an external 
appointee, institutions must provide the chairperson with the necessary support and authority to 
carry out the role. The chairperson may be appointed in addition to Category A to D members 
(see Clause 2.2.4).

2.2.3 Institutions should consider appointing a chairperson who is independent of the care and use of 
animals for scientific purposes.

Members

2.2.4 Institutions must ensure that membership of the AEC comprises at least one person from each of 
four categories of membership:

(i) Category A—a person with qualifications in veterinary science that are recognised for
registration as a veterinary surgeon in Australia, and with experience relevant to the
institution’s activities or the ability to acquire relevant knowledge.

(ii) Category B—a suitably qualified person with substantial and recent experience in the use
of animals for scientific purposes relevant to the institution and the business of the AEC.
This must include possession of a higher degree in research or equivalent experience.
If the business of the AEC relates to the use of animals for teaching only, a teacher with
substantial and recent experience may be appointed.

(iii) Category C—a person with demonstrable commitment to, and established experience in,
furthering the welfare of animals, who is not employed by or otherwise associated with the
institution, and who is not currently involved in the care and use of animals for scientific
purposes. Veterinarians with specific animal welfare interest and experience may meet
the requirements of this category. While not representing an animal welfare organisation,
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2.2.10 Procedures must include the declaration of interests by prospective members and the 
management of conflicts of interest in making appointments.

2.2.11 Before appointment, all members of the AEC must acknowledge in writing their acceptance 
of the terms of reference of the AEC and any requirements for confidentiality required by the 
institution (see Clauses 2.1.2 [iv] and 2.2.22).

2.2.12 Institutions should ensure that AEC members undergo appropriate induction, and have access 
to appropriate education programs and resources.

Responsibilities of the chairperson

2.2.13 The chairperson is responsible for impartially guiding the operation of the AEC, resolving 
conflicts of interest related to the business of the AEC, and representing the AEC in any 
negotiations with the institution’s management.

Responsibilities of members

2.2.14 Each member is responsible for deciding whether, in their own judgement, an application or 
other matter under consideration by the AEC is ethically acceptable (see Clause 1.3) and meets 
the requirements of the Code.

2.2.15 To fulfil this responsibility, members should:

(i) be familiar with the Code and other policies and guidelines relevant to the business of
the AEC

(ii) provide opinions on the ethical acceptability of applications and other matters under
consideration by the AEC.

2.2.16 During their appointment to the AEC, and before any deliberations of the AEC, members must 
declare any interest that could influence the objectivity of their decision making.

2.2.17 Members must maintain confidentiality regarding the content of applications and the 
deliberations of the AEC, in accordance with institutional requirements.

Ensure the animal ethics committee has terms of reference

2.2.18 The institution must ensure that the AEC has terms of reference that are publicly available and 
include the following provisions:

(i) the scope of its responsibilities for ethical review, approval and monitoring of animal care
and use (see Chapter 2.3)

(ii) its institutional accountability

(iii) its mechanisms of reporting

(iv) the way in which it meets the requirements for categories of minimum membership.

Provide the animal ethics committee with adequate resources

2.2.19 The institution must provide the AEC with the resources required to carry out its responsibilities 
(see Chapter 2.3) and to maintain the AEC, and respond effectively to recommendations from the 
AEC regarding resources and workloads. Resources should include:

(i) staffing and administrative assistance, and financial resources

(ii) orientation and education of AEC members

(iii) where appropriate, the reimbursement of out-of-pocket expenses and/or payment of an
allowance to AEC members.
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Communication

2.2.27 The AEC must clearly communicate its decisions, the reasons for its decisions and any conditions 
attached to an approval to investigators in writing as promptly as possible.

2.2.28 The AEC should consider face-to-face meetings with applicants to resolve issues.

Complaints and non-compliance

2.2.29 Institutions must have procedures for dealing with complaints and non-compliance with the 
Code, complaints related to the AEC process, and irreconcilable differences between the AEC 
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2.2.35 If an approved SOP is not reviewed by the AEC within three years of its approval, approval for 
the SOP lapses, and the SOP cannot be used.

2.2.36 Approved SOPs must be made available to all relevant people, including AEC members.

Conduct an annual review of the operation of the animal ethics committee

2.2.37 The institution must conduct an annual review of the operation of the AEC to ensure that 
it is effective and consistent with the Code and institutional policies. This must include an 
assessment of the AEC’s annual report (see Clauses 2.1.9 and 2.3.28–29) and a meeting with 
the AEC chairperson.
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2.3 Responsibilities of animal ethics committees

Definitions that are particularly relevant to this section:

�t �B�D�U�J�W�J�U�Z �t �J�O�W�F�T�U�J�H�B�U�P�S

�t �B�O�J�N�B�M �t �Q�S�P�K�F�D�U

�t �B�O�J�N�B�M���F�U�I�J�D�T���D�P�N�N�J�U�U�F�F �t �T�D�J�F�O�U�J�m�D���Q�V�S�Q�P�T�F�T

�t institution

This chapter describes the responsibilities of animal ethics committees (AECs) regarding ethical review, 
approval and monitoring of animal care and use in accordance with the Code. Chapter 2.2 describes 
the responsibilities of institutions regarding the governance of an AEC. Chapter 2.1 describes the 
responsibilities of institutions regarding the care and use of animals for scientific purposes.

Governing principles

Each person involved in the care and use of animals for scientific purposes must consider the governing 
principles in Section 1 when applying the Code to their specific circumstance; in particular:

(i) Institutions, AECs, and people involved in any aspect of the care and use of animals for scientific
purposes must be aware of and accept their responsibilities, and act in accordance with the Code
(see Clause 1.31).

(ii) All activities, including projects, that involve the care and use of animals for scientific purposes must:

(a) be subject to ethical review, approval and monitoring by an AEC

(b) commence only after approval has been granted by an AEC

(c)
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(v) take appropriate actions regarding unexpected adverse events

(vi) take appropriate actions regarding non-compliance

(vii) approve guidelines for the care and use of animals on behalf of the institution

(viii) provide advice and recommendations to the institution

(ix) report on its operations to the institution.

Review and approve new and ongoing activities

2.3.3 The AEC must provide competent, fair, consistent and timely review of applications and reports 
related to the care and use of animals.

2.3.4 The AEC must make a judgement on whether the proposed use, or continued use, of animals is 
ethically acceptable. This judgement must:

(i) be based on information provided by the applicant (see Chapter 2.7) that  demonstrates
the  application of the principles outlined in Section 1

(ii) balance whether the potential effects on the wellbeing of the animals involved is justified
by the potential benefits.

2.3.5 The AEC may approve only those projects and activities that are ethically acceptable and 
conform to the requirements of the Code.

2.3.6 The AEC must consider and approve applications for new projects and activities, and the 
ongoing approval for existing projects and activities, only at quorate meetings of the AEC 
(see Clauses 2.2.25 and 2.3.12).

2.3.7 Procedures should describe how applications and reports will be assessed in a manner that is 
fair to applicants and acceptable to all members, including the need to provide AEC members 
with information in a timely manner.

2.3.8 The AEC must base its decisions on the information it receives from the applicant in the 
documentation and in any direct discussions with the applicant, and may use information in 
addition to that obtained from the applicant.

2.3.9 
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2.3.14 Pilot studies, where proposed, should be regarded as integral to the overall project, especially to 
enable assessment of the feasibility of the project and the potential for refinement and reduction. 
They must be assessed by the AEC according to the criteria applied to project approval.

2.3.15 When considering approval for the reuse of animals, the AEC must take into account:

 (i) the pain and distress, and any potential long-term or cumulative effects, caused by 
previous activities and conditions

 (ii) the time allowed for recovery of the animals between activities

 (iii) whether an animal has fully recovered from the previous activities

 (iv) the pain and distress likely to be caused by the next and subsequent activities

 (v) the total time over which an animal will be used.

2.3.16 In determining the duration of approval for individual projects, AECs should take into account 
the number of years for which the project is funded, any milestones or stages outlined in the 
project, and any formal agreements between the institution and funding bodies.

Monitor the care and use of animals

2.3.17 The AEC monitors the care and use of animals by inspecting animals, animal housing and the 
conduct of procedures, and/or reviewing records and reports.

2.3.18 The AEC must monitor all activities relating to the care and use of animals (including the 
acquisition, transport, breeding, housing and husbandry of animals) on a regular and ongoing 
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Take action regarding non-compliance

2.3.25 When projects or activities that are in breach of the Code are detected, the AEC must ensure that:

(i) actions are taken to ensure that animal wellbeing is not compromised, the issue is
addressed promptly, and activities that have the potential to adversely affect animal
wellbeing cease immediately (see Clauses5.2 [i] and 5.4 [i]). Actions may include
suspending or withdrawing approval for the project or activity

(ii) actions are taken to address the issues in consultation with the person(s) involved

(iii) when considered necessary, such matters are referred to the institution for action

(iv) non-compliance receives appropriate follow-up.

Approve guidelines for the care and use of animals

2.3.26 The AEC must consider approval of guidelines for the care and use of animals that are referred 
to it by the institution (see Clause 2.1.5 [v]).

Provide advice and recommendations to the institution

2.3.27 The AEC must provide advice and recommendations to the institution regarding the care and use 
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2.4.3 Investigators should seek advice and information from relevant experts, including other 
experienced scientists, veterinarians, animal care staff, or specialists in laboratory animals, 
livestock or wildlife, when necessary.

2.4.4 Investigators must:

 (i) apply the principles of the Code (see Section 1) in all aspects of the care and use of 
animals, including planning, conducting and reviewing projects

 (ii) follow relevant policies and procedures established by the institution and the AEC 
(see Clauses 2.1.5 [iv] and [v])

 (iii) apply for and obtain written approval from an AEC before commencing a project that 
involves the use of animals, or an amendment to an approved project

 (iv) conduct a project involving the use of animals in accordance with the conditions and 
requirements of the AEC approval, and cease the project if approval from the AEC is 
suspended or withdrawn

 (v) undertake education and training, and competency assessment, in accordance with 
institutional and AEC policies and procedures

 (vi) ensure that procedures using animals are performed competently

 (vii) maintain records of the care and use of animals

 (viii) report to the AEC as required.

2.4.5 A person must be identified who has ultimate responsibility for the care and use of animals in 
a project. This person must:

 (i) ensure that all people involved in the project understand and accept their roles and 
responsibilities

 (ii) ensure that procedures and resources are in place so that all people involved in the care 
and use of animals in the project can meet their responsibilities, including their education, 
training and supervision, as appropriate

 (iii) be competent with respect to the wellbeing of animals used in the project.

This person does not relieve the individual responsibility of each investigator working with 
animals in the project.

Planning projects

2.4.6 
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Accept responsibilities (see Clauses 1.1 [vi] and 1.31–1.32)

 (xviii) all people involved in the proposed project understand and accept their roles and 
responsibilities in the project and the relationship of their roles and responsibilities to those 
of other people involved in the project

 (xix) procedures are performed competently, by people competent for the procedures or under 
the direct supervision of a person competent to perform the procedures, and provisions 
are made for the education, training and supervision of people nominated on the 
application, as appropriate

 (xx) the conduct of the proposed project is feasible, after consultation with the facility manager 
if appropriate, and taking into consideration the available resources (e.g. funding, personnel, 
physical, equipment), the type and availability of animals required, and requirements to 
support the wellbeing of the animals

 (xxi) appropriate approvals, and any administrative requirements of the institution and the 
AEC, are in place. These could include permits and licences, documentation to certify 
the biological status of animals, biosafety, work health and safety considerations, and 
arrangements for projects conducted at more than one institution.

2.4.9 Investigators must notify the AEC in writing if they are involved in collaborative studies using 
animals at another institution, or if they are named in an application to the AEC of another 
institution (see Clause 2.6.8).

Obtaining approval from an animal ethics committee

2.4.10 Before commencing a project, or an amendment to an approved project, investigators must:

 (i) submit an application to the AEC
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Accept responsibilities

2.4.20 Investigators must:

(i) act in accordance with their role and responsibilities in the project

(ii) ensure that the scope of monitoring the wellbeing of the animals at all stages of their care
and use in the project is clearly outlined and communicated to all parties. Depending on
the type of project, this may include monitoring by animal carers.

Provisions for animals at the conclusion of their use and disposal of carcasses and waste material

2.4.21 Investigators must take prompt action regarding provisions for animals at the conclusion of their 
use, in accordance with procedures and protocols approved by the AEC (see Chapter 3.4).

2.4.22 Investigators must use humane procedures for killing an animal that are appropriate to the 
species and circumstances (see Clauses 3.3.45–3.3.46).

2.4.23 Unless otherwise required (e.g. as part of a project or for the investigation of a disease outbreak), 
investigators must ensure that all carcasses and tissues from animals that have died or been 
humanely killed are disposed of in a sanitary and appropriate manner.

2.4.24 Investigators should ensure that, if practicable, tissue samples from animals that have died or 
been humanely killed are provided or made available to other investigators for their work, or 
deposited in a tissue bank for subsequent distribution.

Projects involving hazards

2.4.25 For projects that involve hazards to other animals and humans, investigators must ensure that:

(i) all personnel are aware of these hazards, and any potential pathogenic effects from
these hazards

(ii) appropriate procedures are implemented for quarantining and handling animals that pose
a risk to other animals and to humans because of naturally acquired or experimentally
induced infectious disease.
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(iv) the condition of the animal, any adverse impact on animal wellbeing and actions taken as
a result

(v) any additional information requested by the AEC

(vi) names of people performing the procedures and entering the records

(vii) names and contact details of people responsible for monitoring and emergency incidents.

2.4.33 When activities involve genetically modified animals, records must include:

(i) the number of animals used for the creation and maintenance of genetically modified animals

(ii) the lineage and health status of the animals.

Reporting

2.4.34 Investigators must provide the following to the AEC in accordance with AEC and institutional 
policies and procedures (see Clauses 2.2.24 and 2.2.32):

(i) an annual report for an approved project, regardless of the duration of AEC approval for
the project

(ii) prompt notification of any unexpected adverse events (see Clause 2.1.5 [v] [d])

(iii) a final report on outcomes as soon as practicable after completion or discontinuation
of a project

(iv) reports on the creation and maintenance of genetically modified animals
(see Clause 2.4.27 [vi])

(v) any other reports as required by the AEC.
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2.5 Responsibilities of animal carers

Definitions that are particularly relevant to this chapter:

�t �B�D�U�J�W�J�U�Z �t �G�B�D�J�M�J�U�Z���N�B�O�B�H�F�S

�t �B�O�J�N�B�M���D�B�S�F�S �t �J�O�W�F�T�U�J�H�B�U�P�S

�t �B�O�J�N�B�M �t �S�P�V�U�J�O�F���I�V�T�C�B�O�E�S�Z

�t �D�B�S�F �t �T�D�J�F�O�U�J�m�D���Q�V�S�Q�P�T�F�T

�t �D�V�S�S�F�O�U���C�F�T�U���Q�S�B�D�U�J�D�F �t �V�O�F�Y�Q�F�D�U�F�E���B�E�W�F�S�T�F���F�W�F�O�U

�t facility

The number, training and competence of animal carers are important factors that contribute to high-
quality animal care. This chapter relates to the responsibilities of people involved in the care of animals 
that are used for scientific purposes, including during their acquisition, transport, breeding, housing 
and husbandry.

Governing principles

Each person involved in the care and use of animals for scientific purposes must consider the governing 
principles in Section 1 when applying the Code to their specific circumstance; in particular:

(i) Respect for animals must underpin all decisions and actions involving the care and use of animals
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Avoid or minimise harm, including pain and distress, to animals

2.5.5 Animal carers must:

 (i) ensure that their duties are performed competently, and be

 (a) competent for the duties they perform, or

 (b) under the direct supervision of a person competent to perform those duties

 (ii) monitor and assess the wellbeing of animals for which they are responsible (see Clause 2.5.1) 
with sufficient frequency to ensure that harm, including pain and distress, is promptly 
detected and managed (see Clauses 3.1.20–3.1.21). Where animal carers are involved in 
the monitoring and assessment of animals after they have been supplied to an approved 
project, the investigator must ensure that the scope and responsibilities for day-to-day 
monitoring are clearly outlined and communicated to all parties

 (iii) maintain records of monitoring and assessment of animal wellbeing (see Clause 3.1.22)

 (iv) take prompt actions based on the monitoring and assessment of animal wellbeing and in 
response to unexpected adverse events and emergencies, in accordance with institutional 
policies and procedures, and procedures approved by the AEC (see Clauses 2.1.5 [v] [d] 
and 3.1.23–3.1.25), including liaising with investigators and seeking veterinary advice.

2.5.6 If an emergency welfare intervention is considered necessary for an animal allocated to a project 
(e.g. treatment or humane killing of an animal), animal carers must take reasonable steps to first 
contact the responsible investigator. However, the welfare of the animal must be the priority at 
all times and may necessitate immediate intervention. Animal carers must promptly advise the 
responsible investigator of actions taken and the reasons for emergency interventions. Reporting 
of the event to the AEC, and responsibility for such reporting, must be in accordance with 
institutional and AEC policies and procedures (see Clause 2.1.5 [v] [d]).

Ensure provisions for animals at the conclusion of their use, and disposal of 
carcasses and waste material

2.5.7 Animal carers must take prompt action regarding provisions for animals at the conclusion of their 
use, in accordance with procedures and protocols approved by the AEC (see Chapter 3.4).

2.5.8 Animal carers must use humane procedures for killing an animal that are appropriate to the 
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(xi) liaise between investigators and facility staff, including informing investigators of any
intended changes to the holding conditions for animals that may affect their studies

(xii) ensure that animals are suitable for their proposed use, and identify suitable animals for
supply to a project (see Clauses 1.17, 3.1.9 and 3.2.9 [iii])

(xiii) communicate with the AEC regarding h th.u-nagemntiof a
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2.6 Other responsibilities of institutions, investigators and 
animal ethics committees

Definitions that are particularly relevant to this chapter:

�t �B�O�J�N�B�M �t �J�O�T�U�J�U�V�U�J�P�O

�t �B�O�J�N�B�M���F�U�I�J�D�T���D�P�N�N�J�U�U�F�F �t �J�O�W�F�T�U�J�H�B�U�P�S

�t �H�P�W�F�S�O�J�O�H���C�P�E�Z���P�G���U�I�F���J�O�T�U�J�U�V�U�J�P�O �t�T�D�J�F�O�U�J�m�D���Q�V�S�Q�P�T�F�T

This chapter outlines the responsibilities of institutions, animal ethics committees (AECs) and 
investigators in situations involving:

�t institutions that use an AEC established by another institution

�t investigators who do not have direct access to an institutional AEC and use an AEC established by
an institution

�t projects involving more than one institution and/or AEC

�t projects conducted by Australian investigators and institutions in other countries.

Governing principles

Each person involved in the care and use of animals for scientific purposes must consider the governing 
principles in Section 1 when applying the Code to their specific circumstance; in particular:

(i) Institutions, AECs, and people involved in any aspect of the care and use of animals for scientific
purposes must be aware of and accept their responsibilities, and act in accordance with the Code
(see Clause 1.31).

(ii) All activities, including projects, that involve the care and use of animals for scientific purposes must:

(a) be subject to ethical review, approval and monitoring by an AEC

(b) commence only after approval has been granted by an AEC

(c) be conducted in accordance with AEC approval

(d) cease if approval from the AEC is suspended or withdrawn (see Clause 1.32).

Institutions and investigators that use an external animal ethics committee

2.6.1 An institution that has established an AEC (‘the host institution’) may be approached by another 
institution (‘the second institution’) seeking to access an external AEC or share an AEC. The host 
institution may also be approached by investigators who require AEC approval for the care and 
use of animals for scientific purposes but who lack direct access to an AEC. In such cases, the 
host institution should consult with their AEC before they accept oversight of the care and use 
of animals for scientific purposes conducted on behalf of the second institution or investigator.
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Institutions that use an animal ethics committee that has been established by 
another institution

2.6.2 When an institution uses an AEC that has been established by another institution, such use 
must be based on a formal agreement that has been developed in consultation with the AEC. 
The agreement must include:

(i) procedures for ensuring that the second institution can meet its responsibilities regarding
the AEC, as outlined in Chapter 2.2

(ii) procedures for communication between the AEC and the second institution, including
governance and reporting

(iii) an undertaking by the second institution that their investigators and other relevant
personnel will abide by the directions of the AEC

(iv) an undertaking by the second institution to abide by the AEC’s policies and procedures
regarding non-compliance

(v) the circumstances under which either institution may withdraw from the agreement.

Investigators who do not have direct access to an institutional animal ethics 
committee and use an animal ethics committee established by an institution

2.6.3 When an investigator who does not have direct access to an institutional AEC uses an AEC 
established by an institution, such use must be based on a formal agreement that has been 
developed in consultation with the AEC. The agreement must include:

(i) procedures for communication between the AEC and the investigator

(ii) an undertaking by the investigator that they will abide by the directions of the AEC

(iii) the circumstances under which either party may withdraw from the agreement.

Projects involving more than one institution and/or animal ethics committee

Responsibilities of institutions and animal ethics committees

2.6.4 Institutions must ensure that projects involving investigators from more than one institution, or 
the care and use of animals at more than one institution, are approved and monitored by the 
responsible AECs. Procedures must be developed and implemented to ensure that:

(i) all parties involved are aware of, and can meet, their respective responsibilities under the
requirements of the Code

(ii) a project does not commence before each AEC approves, or the delegate AEC approves
(see Clause 2.6.5), activities to be conducted by members of its institution. Each AEC
should be responsible for approval and monitoring of animal care and use that occurs at
the institution for which it acts

(iii) the responsible AECs are aware of all aspects of the proposed use of animals, and consider
the cumulative effects on the wellbeing of the animals involved

(iv) the responsible AECs can inspect the animals so that all phases of the project are
monitored, including any animal transport between sites

(v) animals will receive appropriate care in all phases of the project, including any animal
transport between sites

(vi) clear communication channels are established between all AECs and all investigators.
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2.6.5 Institutions may agree to one AEC (the delegate AEC) approving the entire project, provided that 
all institutions involved agree to delegate the responsibility for decision making to, and support 
the necessary actions of, that AEC.

2.6.6 Arrangements between institutions should be as a formal agreement. Institutions should avoid 
unnecessary duplication of processes.

2.6.7 Arrangements should include mechanisms for reporting non-compliant activities between 
institutions and AECs.

Responsibilities of investigators

2.6.8 Investigators must notify the AEC in writing if they are involved in collaborative studies using 
animals at another institution, or if they are named in an application to the AEC of another 
institution (see Clause 2.4.9).
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Information to be provided to an animal ethics committee for activities associated 
with the care and management of animals in facilities

2.7.5 The application to commence activities associated with the care and management of  
animals in facilities should include the information outlined in Clause 2.7.4, as appropriate  
for the circumstance.

Information to be provided to an animal ethics committee for an amendment to  
an approved project or activity

2.7.6 



Section 3 �X

Animal wellbeing

Definitions that are particularly relevant to this section:

�h animal
�h animal wellbeing
�h current best practice
�h distress
�h facility

�h investigator
�h pain
�h program of veterinary care
�h scientific purposes
�h wildlife

This section applies to all species of animals used for scienti�c purposes, and to all 
activities and situations involving their care and use. It outlines the principles for 
supporting and safeguarding the wellbeing of animals used in terms of the animal’s 
lifetime experience. These principles underpin the National Health and Medical Research 
Council (NHMRC) Guidelines to promote the wellbeing of animals used for scienti�c 
purposes: the assessment and alleviation of pain and distress in research animals.

Information in this section is presented in four chapters:

�t Chapter 3.1 outlines how to approach supporting and safeguarding the wellbeing
of�animals.

�t Chapter 3.2 provides information on supporting the wellbeing of animals during their
care and management.

�t Chapter 3.3 provides information on safeguarding the wellbeing of animals during the
conduct of speci�c procedures.

�t Chapter 3.4 provides information on provisions for animals at the conclusion of their use.

Information provided in this section is based on the assumption that approval has been 
obtained from an animal ethics committee (AEC) before any activity, including projects, 
commences (see Clause 1.32). The necessity and requirements for AEC approval are 
addressed in other sections of this document.

Sources of additional information include: 

�t NHMRC Guidelines to promote the wellbeing of animals used for scienti�c purposes:
the assessment and alleviation of pain and distress in research animals

�t NHMRC Guidelines for the generation, breeding, care and use of genetically modi�ed
and cloned animals for scienti�c purposes
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Governing principles

Each person involved in the care and use of animals for scientific purposes must consider the governing 
principles in Section 1 when applying the Code to their specific circumstance; in particular:

(i) The wellbeing of animals used for scientific purposes must be considered in terms of the cumulative
effects of the animal’s lifetime experience. At all stages of the care and use of an animal, measures
should be taken to ensure that the animal’s environment and management are appropriate for the
species and the individual animal, and support the animal’s wellbeing (see Clause 1.8).

(ii) Animals have a capacity to experience pain and distress, even though they may perceive and
respond to circumstances differently from humans. Pain and distress may be difficult to evaluate
in animals. Unless there is evidence to the contrary, it must be assumed that procedures and
conditions that would cause pain and distress in humans cause pain and distress in animals.
Decisions regarding the possible impact of procedures or conditions on an animal’s wellbeing must
be made in consideration of an animal’s capacity to experience pain and distress (see Clause 1.10).

(iii) Steps must be taken at all times to safeguard the wellbeing of animals by avoiding or minimising
harm, including pain and distress, to the animals (see Clause 1.11).

(iv) The development of strategies to support and safeguard animal wellbeing must include the
application of high standards of scientific integrity (see Clauses 1.15–1.17), and the application of
Replacement, Reduction and Refinement (the 3Rs) (see Clauses 1.18–1.30).
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3.1 Strategies to support and safeguard animal wellbeing

3.1.1 The planning and conduct of activities involving the care and use of animals must support and 
safeguard animal wellbeing. Steps include:

(i) identifying known and potential causes of adverse impact on animal wellbeing, taking into
consideration both intended and unforeseen consequences

(ii) taking steps to avoid or minimise adverse impacts, including setting intervention points
and humane endpoints, and monitoring animals

(iii) reviewing the effectiveness of strategies to support and safeguard animal wellbeing

(iv) implementing changes to strategies to ensure the ongoing support and safeguarding of
animal wellbeing

(v) ensuring that all relevant people are aware of and accept their responsibilities regarding
the wellbeing of the animals.

Identify known and potential causes of adverse impacts on 
animal wellbeing

3.1.2 Circumstances with the potential to have an adverse impact on the wellbeing of an animal 
must be identified. Experimental and non-experimental causes must be considered, including 
acquisition and breeding, capture, transport, housing and care, social and physical environment, 
handling, restraint, sample collection, non-surgical procedures, anaesthesia, surgical procedures, 
genetic modification, humane killing and provisions for the animal at the conclusion of their use.

3.1.3 In each instance, factors that might contribute to the level and duration of harm, including pain 
and distress, and the risk of such occurrences, must be considered and assessed, taking into 



SECTION 3: ANIMAl WEllBEING
Australian code for the care and use of animals for scienti�c purposes � 8th Edition 53

3.1.10 Assessment of animals (e.g. wellbeing, suitability for purpose, health) must be undertaken by a 
competent person, or under the direct supervision of a competent person.

3.1.11 Animals should be acclimatised to the housing/holding conditions, experimental conditions and 
personnel, and any changes to such conditions, before they are used (see Clauses 3.2.10–3.2.11). 
Animals that do not adapt satisfactorily should not be used. Prompt provisions should be made 
for such animals, as appropriate.

3.1.12 For animals that normally live in social groups, social isolation or separation from a group must 
be avoided unless specific justification is provided to, and approval is obtained from, an AEC 
(see Clause 3.2.23).

3.1.13 Animals must be identified either individually or in groups.

Avoid or minimise harm, including pain and distress

3.1.14 Animals used must be suited to the purpose of the project or activity (see Clause 1.17), and their 
suitability must be assessed before they are used.

3.1.15 Scientific and educational methods used must accord with current best practice.

3.1.16 Procedures, husbandry and care must be performed competently, by people who are competent 
or by people under the direct supervision of a competent person.

3.1.17 Potential causes of pain and distress that are not part of the design of a project or activity should 
be eliminated or controlled to minimise the adverse impact on animal wellbeing and the risks to 
quality of data.

3.1.18 If pain and distress are predicted or unavoidable consequences of a project, methods for 
minimising such pain and distress must be incorporated into the design of the project, including:

(i) establishing and implementing early intervention points and endpoints (see Clauses
3.1.26–3.1.28)

(ii) monitoring animals to ensure that the planned endpoints are detected, and taking
appropriate action (see Clauses 3.1.20–3.1.25)

(iii) using pharmacological agents and non-pharmacological measures for avoiding and
minimising pain and distress (see Clauses 3.3.8–3.3.15.and 3.3.17 [iii]).

3.1.19 Where it is established that the aim(s) of the project involves animals experiencing pain and 
distress that will not be alleviated:

(i) the planned endpoint of the project must be as early as feasible to avoid or minimise pain
and distress to the animals

(ii) the animals must be monitored and assessed so that the planned endpoints are detected,
and actions must be taken in accordance with the AEC approval for the project.

Monitor animals and take appropriate action

3.1.20 Animals must be monitored and assessed:

(i) by a competent person who is knowledgeable about the normal behaviour and signs of pain
and distress for the species, or a person under the direct supervision of a competent person

(ii) with sufficient frequency to ensure that any harm, including pain and distress, is promptly
detected and managed

(iii) in accordance with the AEC approval for the project or activity.
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3.1.21 Methods for monitoring and assessment of animal wellbeing should include:

 (i) the criteria that will be used to assess wellbeing

 (ii) the level and frequency of monitoring to ensure that any changes in an animal’s condition 
are detected early

 (iii) the criteria that will be used to determine when action is required

 (iv) actions that will be taken so that adverse impacts on animal wellbeing, including predicted 
effects and unforeseen complications, are addressed rapidly and effectively

 (v) the methods for recording observations, treatments and actions

 (vi) flexibility to ensure a rapid and effective response to changes during the course of the 
project or activity.

3.1.22 Records of the monitoring and assessment of animal wellbeing must be:

 (i) sufficient to enable the AEC to verify that the wellbeing of animals has been monitored 
as agreed, and allow review and critical investigation of the cause(s) of and responses to 
unexpected adverse events as a basis for future prevention strategies

 (ii) accessible to all people involved in the care of the animal

 (iii) available for audit by the institution, the AEC and authorised external reviewers.

3.1.23 Prompt action must be taken based on the monitoring and assessment of animals, in 
accordance with:

 (i) institutional and AEC policies and procedures (see Clause 2.1.5 [v] [c])

 (ii) the intervention points and humane endpoints approved by the AEC for a project, or 
actions documented in procedures for animal care approved by the AEC.

3.1.24 Prompt action must be taken in response to unexpected adverse events and emergencies, 
including alleviation of pain and distress, in accordance with institutional and AEC policies and 
procedures (see Clause 2.1.5 [v] [d]). Alleviation of pain and distress of a severity that was not 
anticipated in an approved project or activity must take precedence over an individual animal 
reaching the planned endpoint of the project or activity, or the continuation or completion of 
the project or activity. If necessary, animals must be killed humanely without delay.

3.1.25 When an animal dies unexpectedly, or is humanely killed due to unforeseen complications, 
a necropsy should be performed by a competent person (see Clause 2.1.5 [v] [d]).

Set intervention points and experimental humane endpoints

3.1.26 If pain and distress are predicted or unavoidable consequences of a project, validated criteria 
that are appropriate for the species and the nature and time course of the predicted effects must 
be established to identify:

 (i) the earliest time point at which data can be obtained and the study completed 
(experimental endpoint[s])

 (ii) when intervention is necessary to minimise pain and distress (intervention point[s])

 (iii) when the animal should be humanely killed, regardless of whether the aims of the study 
have been achieved (humane endpoint[s]).

3.1.27 Intervention points and endpoints must be applied as early as feasible and ensure that:

 (i) the duration and extent of pain and distress are minimised

 (ii) valid data are obtained at the earliest time point before or following the onset of pain 
and distress.
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3.2 Animal care and management

This chapter outlines how to support and safeguard the wellbeing of animals during their care 
and management.

Animal health
3.2.1 Procedures for ensuring that a health status of the animals is maintained that safeguards animal 

wellbeing and meets the requirements of their proposed use (see Clause 3.1.8) must include:
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3.2.6 Transport methods and arrangements must:

 (i) be appropriate for the species and the circumstances

 (ii) minimise harm, including pain and distress, arising from factors such as containment, 
movement, noise, disruption of social groups, and changes in the environment and personnel

 (iii) ensure that animals are:

 (a) provided with appropriate food and water when necessary

 (b) provided with the physical and social environment appropriate for the species

 (c) protected from, and treated for, injury and disease.

3.2.7 Both suppliers and recipients of animals must ensure that satisfactory delivery procedures are 
in place, including receipt of the animals by a responsible person, accountability for animal 
numbers, and adherence to other regulatory codes, such as quarantine.

3.2.8 People responsible for monitoring animals during transport must be able to recognise and 
respond to animal needs during transport.

Admission of new animals to breeding and holding facilities
3.2.9 When new animals are admitted to breeding and holding facilities, their wellbeing must be 

supported and safeguarded by:

 (i) ensuring that the health and wellbeing of the animals is assessed by a competent person 
before their admission, and quarantine and preventive or other health treatment is 
provided, if appropriate (see Clauses 3.1.10 and 3.2.1)

 (ii) ensuring that appropriate accommodation is available and that animals are transferred to 
this accommodation without unnecessary delay

 (iii) 
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Indoor facilities
3.2.17 Indoor facilities should be designed and operated to:

 (i) control environmental factors such as air quality, temperature, humidity, light and noise 
within limits compatible with the health and wellbeing of the species held. Capacity for 
control of the microclimate by the caging systems or by the individual animals should be 
taken into account

 (ii) 
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3.3 Speci�c procedures

This chapter outlines how the wellbeing of animals may be supported and safeguarded during the 
conduct of specific procedures. This includes procedures used during the care and management of 
animals and procedures used during the conduct of approved projects.

General requirements that apply to all procedures

3.3.1 Procedures must:

 (i) be appropriate for the species and the circumstances

 (ii) accord with current best practice

 (iii) be compatible with the purpose and aims of the project or activity

 (iv) cause the least harm, including pain and distress, to the animals

 (v) be performed competently, and by a person who is competent for the procedures, or 
under the direct supervision of a person who is competent to perform the procedures.

Handling and restraining animals

3.3.2 If handling or restraint is likely to cause harm, including pain and distress, to the animal, the use 
of chemical restraint (e.g. sedatives) should be considered.

3.3.3 When handling or restraint is required, the animal should be conditioned to the method used, 
whenever possible.

3.3.4 If prolonged restraint or confinement of an animal is required as part of a project:

 (i) methods used must take into consideration the animal’s physiological and behavioural 
needs, and ability to exercise

 (ii) the animals must be assessed regularly by a person with veterinary, or other appropriate, 
qualifications who is independent of the project

 (iii) if any adverse impact is detected, the animal must be released, or the method of restraint 
must be modified to minimise that impact.

Routine husbandry procedures

3.3.5 Routine husbandry procedures must be performed competently, and by a person who is 
competent for the procedures, or by a person under the direct supervision of a person who is 
competent to perform the procedures. Routine husbandry procedures are not part of a project 
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3.3.14 Neuromuscular blocking agents must only be used in conjunction with adequate general 
anaesthesia or an appropriate surgical procedure that eliminates sensory awareness. The animal 
must be monitored to ensure that an adequate plane of anaesthesia is maintained or sensory 
awareness has been eliminated. Because the paralysis abolishes many criteria for assessing 
anaesthetic depth and pain perception (e.g. character of respiration, and corneal and flexor 
withdrawal reflexes), continuous or frequent monitoring of physiological variables (e.g. heart 
rate, blood pressure, pupil size, electroencephalogram), together with the effects on these of 
mild sensory stimuli, must be used.

3.3.15 Electroimmobilisation must not be used as an alternative to analgesia or anaesthesia.



S



S

http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/guidelines/publications/ea17
http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/guidelines/publications/ea17
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(iii) minimising the number of days of continuous trapping within an area, and removing or
deactivating traps that are not in use or are no longer required

(iv) minimising the potential adverse impact caused by disrupting social structure, and adverse
impacts on dependent young (e.g. by avoiding trapping in the breeding season)

(v) minimising the numbers of non-target species that are trapped, and implementing a
management plan for captured non-target species to ensure their wellbeing or ensure that
they are humanely killed.

3.3.36 Wet pitfall traps must not be used to capture vertebrate animals. If wet pitfall traps are used to 
capture invertebrates, they must be managed and monitored to minimise the inadvertent capture 
of vertebrates, including by locating the trap where vertebrate entry is unlikely and using the 
smallest possible trap diameter.

Transport, holding and release

3.3.37 Transport of wildlife must be in accordance with Clauses 3.2.5–3.2.8.

3.3.38 If animals are to be held in captivity, the duration must be minimised and consistent with the 
purpose and aims of the project or activity. If animals are to be released, all possible steps must 
be taken to avoid their becoming habituated to human activity.

3.3.39 Procedures for any release of wildlife must ensure that:

(i) release occurs at the site of capture, unless otherwise approved by the AEC (see also
Clauses 3.4.4–5)

(ii) the timing of release coincides with the period of usual activity for the species, unless
safety of the animals is assured by other means, such as release into appropriate cover

(iii) animals are protected from injury and predation at the time of their release

(iv)
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Studies involving vertebrate pest animals

3.3.43 The principles of the Code must be applied equally to animals that are considered to be pests.

3.3.44 Captive feral and pest species must be killed humanely unless the aims of a project require their 
release, or the study involves death as an endpoint.

Humane killing

3.3.45 The method and procedures used for killing an animal must be humane and:

 (i) avoid pain or distress and produce rapid loss of consciousness until death occurs

 (ii) be compatible with the purpose and aims of the project or activity

 (iii) be appropriate to the species, age, developmental stage and health of the animal

 (iv) require minimum restraint of the animal

 (v) be reliable, reproducible and irreversible

 (vi) ensure that animals are killed in a quiet, clean environment away from other animals

 (vii) ensure that death is established before disposal of the carcass, fetuses, embryos and 
fertilised eggs.

3.3.46 Dependent offspring of animals to be killed must be cared for or humanely killed.
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3.4 Provisions for animals at the conclusion of their use

3.4.1 Provisions for animals at the conclusion of their use must be made promptly and in accordance 
with the animal ethics committee (AEC) approval. Provisions may include:

 (i) rehousing (rehoming) (see Clauses 3.4.2–3.4.3)

 (ii) return to normal husbandry conditions or natural habitat (see Clauses 3.4.4–3.4.5)

 (iii) humane killing (see Clauses 3.3.45–3.3.46)

 (iv) reuse (see Clauses 1.22, 1.24 and 2.3.15)

 (v) tissue sharing (see Clauses 1.26, 2.4.24 and 2.5.10).

Rehousing (rehoming)

3.4.2 Opportunities to rehome animals should be considered wherever possible, especially when 
the impact of the project or activity on the wellbeing of the animal has been minimal and their 
physiological condition and behavioural attributes indicate that they can be introduced to a new 





Section 4 �X

The care and use of animals for the achievement 
of educational outcomes in science

De�nitions that are particularly relevant to this section:

�h activity

�h animal

�h animal ethics committee

�h institution

�h investigator

�h project

�h scienti�c purposes

�h teacher

�h teacher activity

This section covers the care and use of animals in teaching activities where the ’scienti�c 
purpose’ is to impart or demonstrate knowledge or techniques to achieve an educational 
outcome in science, as speci�ed in the relevant curriculum or competency requirement.

All parts of the Code apply to teaching activities. This section provides additional 
guidance on the responsibilities outlined in other sections when animals are used for 
teaching activities. It must be applied in addition to other parts of the Code, particularly 
Section 2 ‘Responsibilities’ and Section 3 ‘Animal wellbeing’.

It is expected that animals used in teaching activities will receive a high standard 
of care, that their wellbeing will be supported and safeguarded in accordance with 
the governing principles outlined in Section 1, and that their use will occur only in 
accordance with approval from an animal ethics committee (AEC).

If you are involved in the care and use of animals in teaching activities in a 
school, you need to:
�t be aware of the governing principles that apply to the care and use of

animals (see Section 1), and
�t know your responsibilities, and
�t be aware of your duty of care to the animals, and
�t follow the policies and procedures established by your school and your state

or territory education department about how to implement the Code.
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Governing principles

Each person involved in the care and use of animals for scientific purposes must consider the governing 
principles in Section 1 when applying the Code to their specific circumstance; in particular:

(i) Respect for animals must underpin all decisions and actions involving the care and use of animals 
for scientific purposes (see Clause 1.1).

(ii) The obligation to respect animals, and the responsibilities associated with this obligation, apply 
throughout the animal’s lifetime, including acquisition, transport, breeding, housing, husbandry, use 
of the animal in a project, and provisions for the animal on completion of their use (see Clause 1.4).

(iii) People involved in any aspect of the care and use of animals for scientific purposes must be aware 
of and accept their responsibilities, and act in accordance with the Code (see Clause 1.31).

(iv) All activities, including projects, that involve the care and use of animals for scientific purposes must:

(a) be subject to ethical review, approval and monitoring by an AEC

(b) commence only after approval has been granted by an AEC

(c) be conducted in accordance with the AEC approval

(d) cease if approval from the AEC is suspended or withdrawn (see Clause 1.32).

Responsibilities

Institutions

4.1 The responsibilities of institutions involved in the care and use of animals for teaching activities are 
as outlined in Chapter 2.1.

4.2 The responsibilities of institutions regarding the governance of an AEC overseeing the care and use 
of animals in teaching activities are as outlined in Chapter 2.2.

4.3 Institutions must ensure that animals are used for teaching only when their use is essential to 
achieve an educational outcome in science, as specified in the relevant curriculum or competency 
requirements, and suitable alternatives to replace the use of animals to achieve the educational 
outcome are not available (see Clause 1.5).

4.4 Institutions must identify the person with ultimate responsibility for the care and use of animals 
in teaching activities. This person must:

 (i) ensure that all people involved in the care of animals understand and accept their role 
and responsibilities

 (ii) ensure that procedures and resources are in place so that all people involved in the care 
and use of animals can meet their responsibilities

 (iii) be competent with respect to the wellbeing of animals under their care.

This person does not relieve the individual responsibility of the teacher who is involved in the 
care and use of animals in teaching activities.

Primary and secondary sectors (including secondary agricultural colleges)

4.5 Institutions involved in the care and use of animals in teaching activities in the primary and secondary 
sectors must ensure that they have access to an AEC. This may be a regional or central state AEC.

4.6 Institutions must ensure that the following activities using animals are not demonstrated to, or 
carried out by, primary or secondary level students:

 (i) animal breeding that does not achieve an educational outcome in science and fails to provide 
for the lifetime welfare of animals (and their offspring, if relevant)
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Obtaining approval from an animal ethics committee

4.15 Teachers, and the person with ultimate responsibility for a teaching activity, must follow institutional 
and AEC procedures when submitting an application to an AEC (see Chapter 2.7) and provide 
information in the application form as outlined in Clause 2.7.4. The AEC may be a regional or 
central state AEC (see Clause 4.5).

4.16 AEC approval may be sought to repeat a particular teaching activity that may involve different 
students, times, locations or animals.

4.17 AEC approval is not required for the training and application of agricultural extension work 
practices, or the training of students in veterinary science, veterinary nursing or animal technology 
to achieve competency-based outcomes in routine procedures if all of the following apply:

 (i) the animals are at their home property or a premises licensed by a state or territory 
Veterinary Surgeons Board

 (ii) the procedures would normally occur as part of routine management or veterinary clinical 
management of the animal

 (iii) the animals are not subjected to anything additional to routine management or veterinary 
clinical management of the animal

 (iv) the teacher is competent to carry out the procedure.





Section 5 �X

Complaints and non-compliance

Definitions that are particularly relevant to this section:

�h animal

�h animal ethics committee

�h institution

�h investigator

�h scientific purposes

Institutions may receive complaints about the care and use of animals for scienti�c 
purposes. Complaints may be raised by any person or group, including investigators, 
animal carers, animal ethics committees (AECs), AEC members, students, employees 
of the institution and members of the public. Complaints may relate to the activities of 
any party or person involved in the care and use of animals, including investigators, 
animal carers, the AEC and governance of�cials. Institutions may also become aware 
of activities relating to the care and use of animals for scienti�c purposes that are not 
being conducted in accordance with the Code.

This section outlines the responsibilities of institutions and AECs for addressing 
complaints and non-compliance relating to the care and use of animals for  
scienti�c purposes.
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Governing principles

Each person involved in the care and use of animals for scientific purposes must consider the governing 
principles in Section 1 when applying the Code to their specific circumstance; in particular:

(i) Institutions, AECs, and people involved in any aspect of the care and use of animals for scientific 
purposes must be aware of and accept their responsibilities (see Section 2), and act in accordance 
with the Code (see Clause 1.31).

(ii) All activities, including projects, that involve the care and use of animals for scientific purposes must:

(a) be subject to ethical review, approval and monitoring by an AEC

(b) commence only after approval has been granted by an AEC

(c) be conducted in accordance with AEC approval

(d) cease if approval from the AEC is suspended or withdrawn (see Clause 1.32).

Responsibilities

5.1 Institutions must have procedures for addressing complaints and non-compliance relating to the 
care and use of animals for scientific purposes, including:

 (i) complaints concerning the care and use of animals by the institution, including conscientious 
objection in the case of teaching activities

 (ii) complaints concerning the AEC process of review of an application or report, including 
resolution of disagreements between AEC members, between the AEC and investigators, 
and between the AEC and the institution

 (iii) complaints concerning the process for independent external review

 (iv) non-compliance with the Code by any party or person involved in the care and use of 
animals including investigators, animal carers, the AEC, governance officials, and external 
parties subject to agreements described in Clauses 2.6.3 and 2.6.6. Non-compliance may 
also involve breaches of relevant state or territory legislation, and institutions should have 
procedures for advising regulatory authorities (see Clause 5.12).

5.2 Institutional procedures must:

 (i) give priority consideration to the wellbeing of the animals, and ensure that activities with the 
potential to adversely affect animal wellbeing cease immediately

 (ii) clearly define the mechanisms for receiving, investigating and addressing complaints

 (iii) clearly define the mechanisms for addressing non-compliance with the Code

 (iv) clearly define the responsibilities of all parties

 (v) ensure fair, prompt, timely, effective, confidential processes that accord with procedural 
fairness, the principles of natural justice and protection of whistleblowers

 (vi) identify and ensure appropriate reporting to the institution, AEC, state or territory government 
authorities, and any other relevant bodies

 (vii) be made available to all relevant people.

5.3 For projects involving more than one institution and/or AEC (see Clauses 2.6.4–2.6.7), procedures 
should include mechanisms for reporting between the relevant institutions and AECs on complaints 
and non-compliance.
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Receiving, investigating and addressing complaints

Complaints concerning the care and use of animals

5.4 Institutions must ensure that:

(i) where complaints relate to activities that have the potential to adversely affect animal
wellbeing, the activities cease immediately

(ii) where complaints relate to activities that would normally require AEC approval, the
complaints are referred to the AEC to investigate whether such activities are conducted in
accordance with AEC approval

(iii) where complaints raise the possibility of ‘research misconduct’, as described in the Australian
code for the responsible conduct of research, the complaint is handled in accordance with
procedures specified in that document

(iv) where complaints allege misconduct that falls outside the range of ‘research misconduct’,
as described in the Australian code for the responsible conduct of research, the complaint is
handled in accordance with institutional processes for dealing with other forms of misconduct.

5.5 Following the AEC’s investigation of complaints referred to it by the institution, the AEC:

(i) must ensure that, where activities are conducted in accordance with an AEC approval, the
activities are reviewed in consultation with all relevant people to ensure that the reason for
the complaint is addressed. The AEC may decide that modification to a project or activity is
required, or an approval for a project or activity is suspended or withdrawn

(ii) should ensure that, where activities are not conducted in accordance with AEC approval, the
matter is referred back to the institution for action.

Complaints concerning the animal ethics committee process

5.6 Where complaints concerning the AEC process of review of an application or report cannot 
be resolved by communication between the complainant and the AEC that is the subject of the 
complaint, the institution should ensure that the complainant has access to a person or agency 
external to the AEC for review of the process followed by the AEC. This person or agency may be 
within the institution. Following this review, the AEC may need to review its process in reaching 
its decision regarding the application or report, and re-evaluate its decision in light of the reviewed 
process. The ultimate decision regarding the ethical acceptability of an activity lies with the AEC 
and must not be overridden.

Complaints concerning the process for independent external review

5.7 Institutions must ensure that the process for conducting an independent external review, 
developed in consultation with the review panel, includes an appeals process that relates to the 
process for the review (see Clause 6.5).

Referral to a person or agency external to the institution

5.8 Institutions should identify a person or agency external to the institution to whom a person can 
take a complaint that has not been resolved by the processes referred to in Clauses 5.1–5.7.
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Addressing non-compliance

5.9 Institutions must have procedures for addressing non-compliance with the Code, so that 
behaviours that create and support compliance are encouraged, and behaviours that compromise 
compliance are not tolerated.

5.10 The institution must maintain records of breaches of the Code.
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Governing principles

Each person involved in the care and use of animals for scientific purposes must consider the governing 
principles in Section 1 when applying the Code to their specific circumstance; in particular:

(i) Institutions, AECs, and people involved in any aspect of the care and use of animals for scientific
purposes must be aware of and accept their responsibilities (see Section 2), and act in accordance
with the Code (see Clause 1.31).

(ii) All activities, including projects, that involve the care and use of animals for scientific purposes
must:

(a) be subject to ethical review, approval and monitoring by an AEC

(b) commence only after approval has been granted by an AEC

(c) be conducted in accordance with AEC approval

(d) cease if approval from the AEC is suspended or withdrawn (see Clause 1.32).

Responsibilities

Institutions
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Section 6 Section 7

Cosmetic Testing

De�nitions that are particularly relevant to this section:

 �h activity

 �h animal

�h animal ethics committee

�h institution

�h investigator

�h project

�h replacement alternatives

�h scienti�c purposes

The use of animals for cosmetic testing is banned in Australia. This section 

provides additional guidance about the responsibilities of institutions, animal ethics 

committees (AECs) and investigators with respect to this ban. This section must be 

read in conjunction with other sections of the Code.��

All those considering the use of animals for cosmetic testing must be aware of the 

requirements under the �)�N�D�U�S�T�R�I�A�L���#�H�E�M�I�C�A�L�S���!�C�T���������� and the �)�N�D�U�S�T�R�I�A�L���#�H�E�M�I�C�A�L�S
���'�E�N�E�R�A�L�	���2�U�L�E�S���������� (as amended from time to time) as they apply to their 

speci�c  circumstances.

Section 6 �X

Independent external review of the operation 
of institutions

De�nitions that are particularly relevant to this section:

�h animal

�h animal ethics committee

�h institution

�h investigator

�h scienti�c purposes

Independent external review assists institutions to assess whether the procedures they 
have established meet the goals set out in the Code, and provides assurance that the 
institution, through its animal ethics committee (AEC), is delivering effective oversight of 
the care and use of the animals in its charge. The process should be educational and 
provide an opportunity for self-assessment so that members of the AEC and those at 
the institution who have responsibilities for animal care and use are involved in achieving 
the desired outcomes.

SECTION 6�X INDEPENDENT EXTERNAL REVIEW OF THE OPERATIONS OF INSTITUTIONS
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Additional de�nitions relevant to this section
In addition to those outlined in the ‘De�nitions’ section of the Code, the following de�nitions apply to 
this section.

Act:  the Industrial Chemicals Act 2019, as amended from time to time.

Animal test data: data or information obtained from tests involving the use of animals. (For full 
de�nition, see the Act and General Rules.)

Chemical ingredient: an industrial chemical used as an ingredient or component of a cosmetic 
(see also ‘industrial chemical’).

Cosmetic: substance or preparation:

• intended for placement in contact with any external part of the human body with a view to
altering the odours of the body, changing its appearance, cleansing it, protecting it, perfuming it or
maintaining it in good condition

• not intended for therapeutic use.

(For full de�nition, see the Act and General Rules.)

Finished cosmetic product: cosmetic in its �nal formulation. (For further information and 
examples, see the Australian Industrial Chemical Introduction Scheme and the Therapeutic Goods 
Administration websites.)

General Rules: the �)�N�D�U�S�T�R�I�A�L���#�H�E�M�I�C�A�L�S�����'�E�N�E�R�A�L�	���2�U�L�E�S����������, as amended from time to time.

Industrial chemical: a chemical that is used for purposes other than for agricultural, veterinary or 
therapeutic purposes, or in food or animal feed. An ingredient or component of a cosmetic can be an 
industrial chemical. (For full de�nition, see the Act and General Rules.)

Background
The use of animals for cosmetic testing is banned in Australia. The ban recognises the existence of viable 
alternatives to the use of animals for cosmetic testing. It also recognises the need to maintain protection 
of human health and the environment. Implementation of the ban includes:

• reforms to the Commonwealth industrial chemicals legislation to ban the use of new animal test data
from 1 July 2020 to support the import or manufacture in Australia of industrial chemicals used solely
in cosmetic products

• incorporation of a testing ban (for chemical ingredients in cosmetics and �nished cosmetic products)
in state and territory legislation, triggered by changes to the Code.

Industrial Chemicals Act 2019

The import or manufacture in Australia of industrial chemicals is regulated by the �)�N�D�U�S�T�R�I�A�L���#�H�E�M�I�C�A�L�S��
�!�C�T���������� (the Act). Chemicals that are used for agricultural, veterinary or therapeutic purposes, or in food 
or animal feed are not industrial chemicals and are regulated by other legislation (e.g. Therapeutic Goods 
Act 1989).

The Act establishes the Australian Industrial Chemicals Introduction Scheme (AICIS) and bans the use 
of animal test data obtained from tests involving the use of animals conducted on or after 1 July 2020 
(new animal test data) to support the import or manufacture in Australia of industrial chemicals for use 
solely in cosmetic products. 
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Responsibilities

Institutions

7.1  Institutions must ensure, through the operation of an AEC, that all activities involving the care and 
use of animals comply with the Code (Clause 2.1.3).

7.2  Institutions must have policies and procedures in place to ensure that animals are not used for the 
testing of: 

(i)  �nished cosmetic products

(ii)  a chemical ingredient unless the proposed use of animals is justi�ed by a purpose other than
use in a cosmetic.

Animal ethics committees

7.3  The AEC must not approve a project or activity involving the use of animals for testing of �nished 
cosmetic products.

7.4  The AEC may approve a project or activity involving the use of animals for testing of a chemical 
ingredient only if the proposed use of animals is ethically acceptable and conforms to the 
requirements in the Code (Clauses 2.3.4 and 2.3.5), and the proposed use of animals is justi�ed by 
a purpose other than use in a cosmetic.

Investigators

7.5  Investigators must not use animals for testing of �nished cosmetic products.

7.6  Investigators must only consider using animals for testing of a chemical ingredient if such use is 
justi�ed by a purpose other than use in a cosmetic (Clause 2.4.6). 

7.7  Investigators must ensure that the evidence provided in the application to the AEC (Clause 2.7.4) 
includes the information outlined in Clause 7.6, as appropriate for the circumstances.

Projects involving more than one institution and/or animal ethics 
committee

7.8  When a project or activity involving the use of animals for testing of a chemical ingredient or 
�nished cosmetic product involves more than one institution and/or AEC, institutions, AECs and 
investigators must meet the relevant requirements outlined in Clauses 2.6.4–2.6.8.

Projects conducted by Australian investigators and institutions in 
other countries

7.9  When a project or activity involving the use of animals for testing of a chemical ingredient or 
�nished cosmetic product is conducted by Australian investigators and/or institutions in another 
country, institutions, AECs and investigators must meet the relevant requirements outlined in 
Clauses 2.6.9–2.6.14.
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Appendix: Process Report

Background
The Australian code of practice for the care and use of animals for scienti�c purposes (the Code) was �rst 
produced by National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) in 1969 with revisions undertaken 
in 1979, 1983, 1985, 1990, 1997, 2004 and 2013. Revisions take into account changing community views 
and scienti�c developments.

In developing and issuing the 8th edition of this Code, the NHMRC and its principal committees are 
required under the National Health and Medical Research Council Act 1992 (Section 13) to undertake 
public consultation on the draft Code.

The review of the 7th edition of the Code was overseen by NHMRC’s Animal Welfare Committee and 
Code Reference Group, expert working committees established under section 39 of the National Health 
and Medical Research Council Act 1992. During the review process, NHMRC sought to ensure the full 
involvement of stakeholders and the community including institutions, researchers, teachers, members 
of animal ethics committees, veterinarians, animal welfare organisations, state and territory regulators, 
relevant commonwealth departments, the Australian Research Council, Universities Australia and the 
Commonwealth Scienti�c Industrial Research Organisation.

Key steps in the process

• Targeted consultation (20 July – 22 Se
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2021 update (Section 7: Cosmetic testing)

• Establishment of the Code Advisory Group consisting of representatives from the state and territory��
governments, animal advocacy groups and the co-endorsers of the Code

• Development of the draft amendments to the Code for public consultation as a new section in the��
Code (Section 7) on the advice of the Code Advisory Group, Animal Welfare Committee, and NHMRC��
principal committees (Research Committee and Council)

• Public consultation (8 October to 20 November 2020) with 23 submissions received

• Consideration of submissions received during the public consultation and development of the��revised 
Section 7

• Consideration of the revised Section 7 by the Animal Welfare Committee, Research Committee
and �.�(�-�2�#��Council.

At its 222nd session on 11 March 2021, �.�(�-�2�#��Council advised NHMRC’s CEN722.647 T0 RC’s CE3f20P513.8 mo,j
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3Rs see Replacement, Reduction and Re�nement
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acclimatisation, 3.1.11, 3.2.10–3.2.12
accountability, 2.1.2(iv), 2.1.7, 2.2.18
acquisition of animals, 3.2.2–3.2.4, 3.2.7
activities

conduct of, 1.30, 1.32
de�ned, page 3

adjuvants, 3.3.32
admission of new animals, 3.2.9
adverse events, de�ned, page 3, see also unexpected 

adverse events
adverse impact on animal wellbeing

avoiding or minimising, 3.1.1(ii), 3.1.5–3.1.28
identi�cation, 3.1.1(i), 3.1.2–3.1.4

advisory groups, pages 91–92
AEC see animal ethics committees
agricultural colleges teaching activities, 4.5–4.7
aims of projects, 1.5(i), 1.15, 2.4.8(i), 2.7.4(i), see also 

ethical review; justi�cation of animal use
alternatives, de�ned, pages 3, 5, see also Replacement, 

Reduction and Re�nement
amendment to approved project or activity, 2.2.23(ii), 

2.4.4(iii), 2.4.10, 2.7.6, 5.11–5.12
anaesthesia, 2.4.18(x), 3.1.18(iii), 3.3.8–3.3.12, 

3.3.16(i), 3.3.16(v)
analgesia, 2.4.18(x), 3.1.18(iii), 3.3.8–3.3.10
animal, de�ned, page 3
animal care and management, 1.9, 3.1.6, 3.2

 
2.5.7–2.5.10

record keeping, 2.5.11–2.5.13
reporting, 2.5.2(x), 2.5.15(xiv)
responsibilities, 2.5
wellbeing of animals, support for, 2.5.2(iv), 2.5.4

animal ethics committees
advice to institution, 2.1.6(v), 2.3.27

applications and reports, 2.2.24, 2.2.32, 2.7
chairperson, 2.2.2–2.2.3, 2.2.13
compliance through, 2.1.3–2.1.4
cosmetic testing, 7.1, 7.3–7.4
de�ned, page 3
establishment, 2.2.1
Executive, 2.2.23
external animal ethics committee, 2.1.4, 2.6.1–2.6.3
governance of, 2.2
governing principles, 1.7, 1.31–1.32
guidelines for animal care and use, 2.1.5(v), 

2.3.2(vii), 2.3.26
member responsibilities, 2.2.14–2.2.17
membership, 2.2.1(i), 2.2.2–2.2.12
monitoring by, 2.3.2(iv), 2.3.17–2.3.23
non-compliance, action regarding, 2.2.29, 2.3.2(vi), 

2.3.25
procedures for operation and governance,  

2.2.20–2.2.36
projects conducted overseas, 2.6.11–2.6.12, 7.9
projects involving more than one institution and/or 

animal ethics committee, 2.6.4–2.6.7, 7.8
quorum, 2.2.25, 2.3.12
record keeping, 2.2.30–2.2.31
reporting, 2.2.18(iii), 2.3.2(ix), 2.3.28–2.3.29
resources, 2.1.5(ii), 2.2.19
responsibilities, 2.3, 2.6
reviews by, 2.2.26(v), 2.3.2(i)–(iii), 2.3.3–2.3.16
reviews of, 2.2.1(v), 2.2.37
support of, by institutions, 2.1.5(ii), 2.1.6, 2.2.19
teaching activities, 4.8, 4.15–4.17
terms of reference, 2.1.6(ii), 2.2.1(ii), 2.2.18
unexpected adverse event, 2.2.32(ii)(c), 2.3.2(v), 

2.3.24
animal health, 2.1.5(v)(b), 2.1.8(vi), 3.2.1
animal line, creation and breeding, 1.27, 2.3.2(ii), 

2.4.26–2.4.27, 2.5.15(i), 3.3.24
animal test data, de�ned, page 87
animal welfare of�cer (authorised of�cer), 2.1.5(vii)
animal wellbeing, page 49

animal care and management, 3.2
animal carer responsibilities, 2.5.2(iv)–(v),  

2.5.4–2.5.5
animal ethics committee application form, 

2.7.4(xi)–(xiii)
de�ned, page 6
governing principles, 1.8–1.30
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institutional responsibilities, 2.1.5(ii), 2.1.6(v), 2.1.7, 
2.1.8(iii)–(vi)

investigator responsibilities, 2.4.8(xi)–(xiv), 
2.4.16–2.4.17

provision for animals at conclusion of their use, 
2.4.21–2.4.24, 2.5.7–2.5.10, 3.1.2, 3.4

responsible persons, 2.1.5(vii), 2.1.7(i),  
3.1.31–3.1.32

review of strategies, 3.1.29–3.1.30
safeguarding, 1.10–1.14, 3.1
speci�c procedures, 3.3
supporting, 1.8–1.9, 3.1
see also harm avoidance and minimisation; 

suitability for proposed use; wildlife
annual report to animal ethics committee, 2.2.32(ii)

(b), 2.4.34(i), 2.5.15(xiv)(a)
antibody production, 3.3.32
application, de�ned, page 3
application forms, animal ethics committees, 2.2.24, 

2.2.32, 2.7
approval by animal ethics committee, 2.3.5–2.3.6, 

2.3.9
advance approval for immediate use of animals, 

2.1.5(v)(e)
obtaining, 2.4.10–2.4.12, 2.5.15(i), 4.15–4.17
see also withdrawal of approval

Australian code for the responsible conduct of 
research, pages 1, 13, 5.4(iii)–(iv)

b
behaviour modi�cation, 3.3.25–3.3.29
bene�t of projects, 1.5(i), 1.15, see also ethical review; 

justi�cation of animal use
best practice see current best practice
biological material see tissue samples; tissue sharing
biological product, de�ned, page 3
blood sampling, 3.3.7
breeding, 1.27, 3.2.2–3.2.4, 3.3.24

animal carer responsibilities, 2.5.11, 2.5.13
facility manager responsibilities, 2.5.15(i), 2.5.15(ix)
investigator responsibilities, 2.4.26–2.4.27

breeding and holding facilities, 2.5.3, 2.5.14–2.5.17, 
3.2.3, 3.2.9, see also facilities

c
cages, 3.2.21–3.2.23
capture of wildlife, 3.2.4, 3.3.34
carcase disposal, 2.4.23–2.4.24, 2.5.9–2.5.10
care of animals see animal care and management; 

housing and care
chairperson of animal ethics committee, 2.2.2–2.2.3, 

2.2.13
chemical ingredient, de�ned, page 87, see also 

cosmetic testing

cloning, 2.4.26–2.4.27
de�nitions, page 3

Code
advisory groups, pages 91–92
background, page 91
de�ned, page 3
purpose and scope, pages 1, 88

communication
animal ethics committees, 2.2.27–2.2.28
institutional responsibilities, 2.1.7

companion animals, 2.4.28
competence

animal carer responsibilities, 2.5.2(vii), 2.5.5(i)
de�ned, page 3
governing principle, 1.29
institutional responsibilities, 2.1.2(v), 2.1.5(v)(a), 

2.1.8
investigator responsibilities, 2.4.4(v)–(vi), 2.4.5(iii), 

2.4.8(xix), 2.4.18(ii)
procedures, husbandry and care, 3.1.16, 3.3.1(v)
see also education and training of personnel

complaints, page 75
animal ethics committee processes, 2.2.29, 5.6
care and use of animals, 5.4–5.5
external entity referral, 5.8
independent external review, 5.7
institutional responsibilities, 2.1.7(ii), 2.2.20, 2.2.29, 

5.1–5.12
compliance

de�ned, page 3
monitoring and review, 2.1.2(vi), 2.1.9–2.1.10
promotion by institutions, 2.1.2(ii), 2.1.5
report, 2.1.10
through animal ethics committees, 2.1.2(i), 2.1.3–

2.1.4, 2.3.1, 2.3.29
see also non-compliance

conditioning, 3.2.10–3.2.12
con�dentiality, 2.2.22
con�nement, prolonged, 2.7.4(v)(a), 3.3.4, see also 

restraining animals
con�ict of interest, 2.2.16, 2.2.21, 2.2.26(iii), 2.3.12

de�ned, page 3
consensus, 2.3.11

de�ned, page 3
containers, 3.2.21–3.2.23
cosmetic, de�ned, page 87
cosmetic testing, pages 85, 87–88 , 92

animal ethics committees, 7.1, 7.3–7.4
governing principles, page 88
institutional responsibilities, 7.1–7.2
investigator responsibilities, 7.5–7.9

current best practice
animal care and management, 1.9, 2.5.15(vii), 

2.7.4(xiii)



INDEX
�(�\�Z�[�Y�H�S�P�H�U���J�V�K�L���M�V�Y���[�O�L���J�H�Y�L���H�U�K���\�Z�L���V�M���H�U�P�T�H�S�Z���M�V�Y���Z�J�P�L�U�[�P�Ä�J���W�\�Y�W�V�Z�L�Z���¶�����[�O���,�K�P�[�P�V�U

95

de�ned, page 4
investigators, 1.16, 2.4.8(viii), 2.4.8(xiii)
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i
identi�cation of animals, 2.4.18(iv), 3.3.6
immunomodulation, 3.3.31–3.3.32
impact on animal wellbeing see adverse impact on 

animal wellbeing
independent external reviews, page 81

appeals process, 5.7, 6.5(i)
institutional responsibilities, 2.1.9(i), 2.1.10(ii), 

6.1–6.3
review panel, 6.4–6.5
scope and outcomes, 6.6–6.7

indoor facilities, 3.2.17–3.2.20
industrial chemicals, 2.1.5(vii), pages 85, 87–88,  

7.1–7.9
injections, 3.3.7
institutions

accountability, 2.1.7
animal ethics committee, external, 2.1.4, 2.6.1–2.6.2
animal ethics committee governance, 2.2
animal ethics committee support, 2.1.5(ii), 2.1.6, 

2.2.19
animal wellbeing, responsible person, 2.1.7(i)
application forms, animal ethics committee, 2.7
communication, 2.1.7
complaints, 2.1.7(ii), 2.2.20, 2.2.29, 5.1–5.3, 5.4–5.7
compliance monitoring and review, 2.1.9–2.1.10
compliance promotion, 2.1.5
compliance through an animal ethics committee, 

2.1.3–2.1.4
cosmetic testing, 7.1–7.2
de�ned, page 4
independent external review, 2.1.9(i), 2.1.10(ii), 

6.1–6.3
non-compliance, 2.1.7(ii), 2.2.29, 5.1–5.3, 5.9–5.12
projects: more than one institution and/or animal 

ethics committee, 2.1.8(viii), 2.6.4–2.6.7, 7.8
projects: overseas, 2.6.9–2.6.10, 7.9
responsibilities, 2.1, 2.2, 2.6, 2.7
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monitoring for compliance, 2.1.9–2.1.10
monitoring of animals

animal carer responsibilities, 2.5.5(ii)–(iv), 
2.5.15(viii)

institutional responsibilities, 2.1.5(ii), 2.1.5(v)(c), 
2.1.7(i)(a)

investigator responsibilities, 2.4.18(vi)–(viii), 
2.4.20(ii), 2.4.31

wellbeing of animals, 3.1.20–3.1.23
multi-institutional projects, 2.1.8(viii), 2.6.4–2.6.8, 7.8
‘must’, de�ned, page 4

n
National Health and Medical Research Council Act 

1992 requirements, page 91
necropsy, 2.1.5(v)(d), 2.5.17(iii), 3.1.25
neurological function, 3.3.30
neuromuscular blocking agents, 3.3.14
new animal line see animal line
non-compliance, page 75

animal ethics committee responsibilities, 2.2.20, 
2.3.2(vi), 2.3.25

institutional responsibilities, 2.1.6(iv), 2.1.7(ii), 
2.2.20, 2.2.29, 5.1–5. 12

regulatory authorities, advice to, 5.11–5.12
see also compliance

non-human primates, 2.7.4(v)(b)
non-surgical procedures, 3.3.7
number of animals see Replacement, Reduction and 

Re�nement

o
of�cer authorised by institution, 2.1.5(vii)
operational procedures for animal ethics committees, 

2.2.20–2.2.36

p
pain and distress

alleviation, 1.14, 2.4.18(ix), 3.1.24
capacity to experience, page 1, 1.10
distress, de�ned, page 4
management, 3.3.8–3.3.15
pain, de�ned, page 5
unrelieved, 1.12, 2.7.4(v)(a), 3.1.19
see also harm avoidance and minimisation

pens, 3.2.21–3.2.23
permits and licences, 2.4.8(xxi), 2.5.15(ix), 2.7.4(xxii)
person with ultimate responsibility, 2.4.5, 2.4.7, 2.5.3, 

2.7.4(xvi), 4.4
de�ned, page 5

pest animals see vertebrate pest animals
pharmacological agents, 2.4.18(x), 3.1.18(iii)
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institutional responsibilities, 2.1.5(iii)
investigator responsibilities, 2.4.6(iii), 2.4.8(ix)–(x), 

2.4.19
teaching, 4.3

reporting
animal carer responsibilities, 2.5.2(x)
animal ethics committee, 2.2.18(iii), 2.3.2(ix), 

2.3.28–2.3.29
facility manager responsibilities, 2.5.15(xiv)
institutional responsibilities, 2.1.10, 2.6.2(ii), 2.6.7
investigator responsibilities, 2.4.4(viii), 2.4.27(vi), 

2.4.34
see also unexpected adverse events: reporting to 

animal ethics committee
research, de�ned, 
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animal ethics committee responsibilities, 2.3.2(v), 
2.3.24

animal wellbeing, 3.1.24
de�nitions, pages 3, 6
facility manager responsibilities, 2.5.15(xiv)(b), 

2.5.17
institutional responsibilities, 2.1.5(v)(d), 2.1.7(i)(b), 

2.2.32(ii)(c)
investigator responsibilities, 2.4.18(ix), 2.4.34(ii)
records, 3.1.22
reporting to animal ethics committee, 2.1.5(v)(d), 

2.4.34(ii), 2.5.6, 2.5.15(xiv)(b)

v
variation to approved project or activity see 

amendment to approved project or activity
vertebrate pest animals, 3.3.43–3.3.44

de�ned, page 6
veterinary care, advice, services

animal carer responsibilities, 2.5.5(iv)
animal health, 3.2.1
facility manager responsibilities, 2.5.15(vi), 2.5.15, 

2.5.17(i)
institutional responsibilities, 2.1.5(v)(d), 2.1.5(vi)–

(vii), 2.1.8(vi)
investigator responsibilities, 2.4.3, 3.3.4
see also program of veterinary care

voucher specimens, 3.3.42
de�ned, page 6

w
waste material, 2.4.23, 2.4.29, 2.5.9
water, 3.2.25
wellbeing of animals see animal wellbeing
wildlife

capture and handling, 3.3.34
de�ned, page 6
general considerations, 3.3.3
interference activities, 3.3.41
obtaining from natural habitat, 3.2.4
releasing, 3.3.39, 3.4.4–3.4.5
tracking, 3.3.40
transport of animals, 3.3.37–3.3.39
trapping, 3.3.35–3.3.36
vertebrate pest animals, 3.3.43–3.3.44
voucher specimens, 3.3.42
wellbeing, 3.2.4, 3.3.33

withdrawal of approval, 1.32(iv), 2.3.9(ii)–(iii), 2.3.24–
2.3.25, 2.4.4(iv), 2.4.14, 2.5.15(ii), 5.5(i)

withholding or restriction, 3.3.26, 3.3.29
work health and safety, 2.1.5(iv), 2.1.8(vii), 2.4.8(xxi), 

2.5.15(xv)
working committees, pages 91, 92

x
xenosis, 2.4.29

de�ned, page 6
xenotransplantation, 2.4.29
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